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Combined value of all
properties in Chatham
goes up by 18%

BY BILL HORNER lII
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — More than three-
fourths of the nearly 46,000 Chatham
properties assessed in the county’s
state-mandated reappraisal process saw
valuations increase, but so far officials
say requests for appeals of those valua-
tions has been “underwhelming.”

Meanwhile, Chatham County’s tax
office is manning the phones and check-
ing email to assuage concerns — and
fight misinformation — arising from

CHATHAM'’S 2021 PROPERTY REAPPRAISAL

Valuation increases for 77% of county’s parcels

the revaluation notices, which were
mailed out on March 26.

The total overall valuation of parcels
in Chatham County, when finalized,
may show an increase by as much as
18%, according to Tax Administrator
Jenny Williams, with 77%
of parcels having gone up
in value and 23% having
gone down.

But those numbers can
be slightly misleading. Consider:

- the 18% figure includes valuations
of “exempt” properties — those such
as county- and publicly-owned prop-
erties on which property taxes aren’t
assessed.

- based on anticipated appeals, Wil-
liams says she expects the final valua-
tion increase of non-exempt properties

Revaluation FAQ
See page A8

to be closer to 14%. Even at that lower
amount, it would put Chatham’s 2020
valuation of $11.237 billion within strik-
ing distance of the $13 billion mark.

- although more than three-fourths of
parcels increased in value, the increas-
es or decreases for some
properties were negligi-
ble — maybe just a few
hundred dollars.

Still, the increase in
the total valuation of Chatham County
properties was significant — something
Williams says can be tied to, in part, the
“high demand of people wanting to live
in Chatham,” with its proximity to eco-
nomic centers in Greensboro, Durham,
Raleigh and Chapel Hill — and new
development built within Chatham in
the past year.

By comparison, other N.C. counties’
2021 reappraisal increases ranged from
lows of around 8% (Surry, Davie coun-
ties) to similar to Chatham’s (Stanly
and Orange at 16%, Buncombe at 18%
and Jackson at 18.07%) to the high in
Union County, adjacent to Charlotte,
which saw a total valuation increase of
36%.

Some Chatham residents have com-
plained about increases they’re seeing
or errors in appraisal notices on local
social media platforms, while others
have welcomed the higher valuations
of their homes. At the tax office, the
stream of telephone calls and inqui-
ries has slowed a bit since the first few
days of the mailing, says Ryan Vincent,

See VALUATION, page A8

STUDY: Pittsboro’s
drinking water

among worst in US.

BY D. LARS DOLDER
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — An expansive nationwide
study has confirmed what Chathamites
have long suspected: Pittsboro has some of
the worst drinking water in the country.

Last month, Consumer Reports —a
non-profit “dedicated to unbiased prod-
uct testing, investigative journalism (and)
consumer-oriented research,” according
to its website — concluded a nine-month
investigation into water quality across
America. The organization partnered
with Guardian US, a branch of the Brit-
ish newspaper, to evaluate water quality
from 120 locations around the country in
a head-to-head comparison.

Almost every sample contained
measurable levels of PFAS — per- and
polyfluoroalkyl substances, a danger-
ous carcinogen also known to elevate
risk of thyroid disease, increase blood
cholesterol levels and cause birth de-
fects. But Pittsboro’s PFAS concentra-
tion was in a league unto itself.

“I was surprised,” James Rogers,
director of food safety testing and
research at Consumer Reports, told the
News + Record.

“We had a couple other samples that

See WATER, page A7

Reives: give
redistricting
to the voters

BY D. LARS DOLDER
News + Record Staff

RALEIGH — Gerrymandering, the
illegal practice of manipulating voting
districts to favor a polit-
ical party, has plagued
North Carolina’s constit-
uency for decades. But
a group of Democrats,
led by House Minority
Leader Rep. Robert
Reives IT of Goldston, is
proposing an amend-
ment to state law that
would shift redistricting authority from
the General Assembly to an independent
commission.

“We need a better process,” said
Reives, whose district includes all of
Chatham and parts of Durham County.
“I feel that a commission is probably our
best bet, but my position is that what-
ever ideas anybody has that will make
this process a fairer process than it was
10 years ago, I'm game for ... I'm good
for any idea that gives us criteria that’s
non-partisan.”

Every 10 years, following receipt of new

Reives

See REIVES, page A3

Chatham clergy reflect on
second Easter amid pandemic

BY HANNAH MCCLELLAN
News + Record Staff

For the first time in more than a
year, the Rev. Brent Levy gathered
with his congregation to worship
in-person three times to celebrate
Easter last weekend.

His church met to observe the Chris-
tian commemoration of Jesus Christ’s

resurrection from the dead four times
total: 6:45 a.m. for a sunrise service at
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Bynum Bridge, 9 and 11 at The Parlour
at Manns Chapel and online.

“It was so good to see people that I've
only seen as disembodied heads for the
last year through Zoom meetings, and
heard their voices in phone calls,” said
Levy, who is the pastor at The Local
Church in Pittsboro.

As the first foray into in-person wor-
ship, Levy said the church wanted to do so
with “intentionality,” providing multiple
options to spread out capacity. On Sunday,
there were about 150 people across the
three in-person services, Levy estimated.

While gathering in-person was
beautiful, he said it was also weird —
weird because, in an effort to make
protocol as safe as possible, they’d
asked people not to sing.

“Gosh, to not be able to sing was
strange on Easter Sunday when songs
like ‘Christ the Lord is Risen Today’ are
such a fixture of our Resurrection cele-
bration,” Levy said. “It gave us room to
listen to how creation sang and rejoiced
with us, and the ways that we’re a part
of that. When we were on the bridge,
we heard the waves rushing, a bald
eagle flew overhead, we heard birds
singing to welcome the morning.

See EASTER, page A3

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

’It was so good to see people that I’ve only seen as disembodied heads
for the last year through Zoom meetings, and heard their voices and
phone calls,’ said the Rev. Brent Levy, the pastor at The Local Church,
which hosted three in-person services on Easter Sunday after more than
a year online.
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Brooks’ piece, ‘Say Their Names,’
features the names of Black women
killed by police officers to honor their

lives and bring awareness to the issue.

statewide

BY HANNAH MCCLELLAN
News + Record Staff

her senior year at Jordan-Matthews
High School, Tiana Brooks learned
of George Floyd’s death and decided
to paint something to help her pro-
cess yet another Black person Killed
by police officers.

The resulting mixed-media piece,
“Say Their Names,” features the
names of Black women killed by
police, to honor their lives and bring
awareness to the issue.

Now, her piece is being featured in
this year’s virtual Emerging Artists
Invitational — an annual exhibition

SILER CITY — The summer before

J-M’s Tiana Brooks one
of 35 students featured in

art exhibit

for high school artists sponsored by
the Sechrest Gallery of Art and the
High Point University School of Art
and Design. Brooks is one of just 35
artists selected across the state for
the exhibition.

“I always knew I wanted this
piece in an art show or gallery,
just to shine light on this piece and
the meaning that it held,” Brooks
said. “When I saw that it was in the
Emerging Artists (Invitational), I
knew right there — now’s a chance
to shine a light on this art piece and
to show the story behind it.

“I’'m just grateful that I finally get

See EXHIBIT, page A9
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COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

Events are subject to
change based on closures
related to the coronavirus
pandemic. Verify with
organizers prior to events.

» The 2021 Spring Chicken
Festival, scheduled for
May, has been cancelled
due to COVID-19.

* The Friends of the Cha-
tham Community Library
has cancelled its Spring
Book Sale due to the
continued lockdown of
government offices and
businesses, ordered by
federal, state, and local
government. More infor-
mation can be found on
the website: friendsccl.
org.

« Chatham County Council
on Aging: Both centers are
closed at this time until
further notice. If you
need to pick up supplies,
call the Siler City or Pitts-
boro location or check
our website at chatham-
coa.org.

ON THE AGENDA

« The Pittsboro Board of
Commissioners will meet
at 7 p.m. Monday, April
12, at town hall in Pitts-
boro.

THURSDAY

+ Chatham Soil and Wa-

ter Conservation District
Board Meeting will be held
Thursday, April 8, at 7
pm. Anyone who would
like to attend, please
reach out to Brandy at
919-545-8440 as in-person
seating is limited due to

COVID-19 safety guide-
lines. We will also allow
interested guests to call
in via a provided telecon-
ference number I can give
them.

« Pittsboro Boys & Girls Club
and the Kiwanis Club are
holding a groundbreak-
ing ceremony at 12 noon
on Saturday, April 10, at
Kiwanis Park. Kiwanis
will be hosting the Boys
& Girls Club so we want
to celebrate the partner-
ship and give everyone an
update on our plans for
the building and the club.
» The NC Association of Ed-
ucators and Chatham Coun-
ty Association of Educators
will host the NCAE Apple
RV on its 100 County “We
Heart Public Schools”
Statewide Tour and Do-
nation Drive for Mutual
Aid on Saturday, April 10.
Stop 1: Chatham Central
High School, Bear Creek,
10 to 11:30 a.m. Stop 2:
Central Services Building
in Pittsboro from 12:30 - 2
p.m. -Stop 3: Jordan-Mat-
thews High School, 3 to
5p.m.

 The Pittsboro Farmers
Market is open with
seasonable items year-
round from 3 to 6 p.m.
on Thursdays. It is
located at 287 East St.,
Pittsboro.

« St. Bartholomew’s Epis-
copal Church provides a
healthy, meal at no cost

to those who come to

us hungry at noon on
Thursdays. We provide a
place of hospitality and
fellowship for everyone.
All are welcome, regard-
less of race, sex, age,
national origin, religious

preference, handicap, or
income.

OTHER UPCOMING:
« Chatham Community
Library will commemorate
National Poetry Month in
April with a presentation
by NC Poet Laureate,
Jaki Shelton Green. The
virtual event entitled “An
Evening with the North
Carolina Poet Laureate,”
will take place at 6:00 p.m.
on Saturday, April 24.
Green is the first Afri-
can American and third
woman to be appointed as
the North Carolina Poet
Laureate.

» The League of Women
Voters of Orange, Durham
and Chatham counties
invites the community to
a lecture series on “The
State of Our Democ-
racy”. Join us as six
distinguished scholars
from local universities
explore the roots of our
government, past and
present pressures on our
system and the resilien-
cy of our democracy.
Register below for one

or more, they are free
and open to the public
and all are from 6:30 to 8
p.m. - Tuesday, April 13,
Partison Evolution: Race,
Gender, and American
Politics; - Tuesday, April
20, For the Living and Not
the Dead: The US Con-
stitution, Then and Now;
- Tuesday, April 27, The
State of Our News Media;
- and Tuesday, May 4,
America’s Struggle Over
Voting Rights: Lessons
from North Carolina.

» The Chatham Historical
Museum is open Wednes-

day, Thursday, and Fri-
day from 11 a.m. until 4
p.m. Masks required and
groups will be distanced.
Adult and kid friendly;
no admission fee. Our
current special exhibit

is vintage toys. Don’t
miss it! Our permanent
exhibits cover all aspects
of Chatham’s unique
history. The Museum is
located in the historic
Chatham County Court-
house in the circle. More
info: https://chathambhis-
tory.org

 Second Bloom Thrift
Store is open in our new
location at the Food Lion
Shopping Center. Our
store hours are from
Tuesday until Satur-

day 11 a.m. until 5 p.m.
Masks are required and
hand sanitizer is also
available. All proceeds
provide support for survi-
vors of domestic violence
and sexual assault and
promote community ed-
ucation in collaboration
with Chatham County.

« Pittboro Youth Theater,
pittsboroyouththeater.
com - is offering in-per-
son theater camps this
summer! All campers
will learn a comprehen-
sive variety of theater
skills, rehearse and per-
form a live play at Sweet
Bee Theater. Every camp
will be led by experienced
Pittsboro Youth Theater
Director(s) and Assis-
tant(s). Camp themes
include Princess Camp,
Fairy Camp, Jungle
Camp, and Alien Camp.
There will also be a
3-week musical intensive
resulting in performanc-

es of Frozen Jr, as well
as a 2-week intensive for
younger campers result-
ing in performances of
Frozen Kids. Enrollment
is open now on a first-
come, first-served basis.
Ages: 6-12; 3 weeks for
ages 10-18. Dates: Weekly
camps, 2-week summer
intensive, and 3-week
summer intensive, June
14 - August 13, 9 am to

5 pm, (early drop-off

and late pick-up for an
additional fee). Price:
Weekly camps: $265. Fro-
zen Jr. and Frozen Kids:
See website for details,
Covid-19 Precautions, full
details and accommoda-
tions - PYT Marketing
Team, pytmktg@gmail.
com - 18A E. Salisbury
St., Pittsboro NC 27312,
919-533-6997.

« The Chatham Arts
Council has put together
a relief effort specifically
for artists and arts-work-
ers called CAARE: Cha-
tham Artist and Arts-Work-
er Relief Effort. For more
information on CAARE,
or to donate, visit Cha-
thamArtsCouncil.org.

« JMATrts hosted a JMA-
CoronaConcert via Twitter
featuring performances
submitted by JM students
and faculty. Concerts can
be viewed on its Twitter
account @JMArts and
by using the hashtags
#JMACoronaConcert
performances and #JMA-
CoronaConcert program.
« Foster and/or adoptive
information: Give chil-
dren a safe place to grow.
Interested in becoming a
Foster and/or Adoptive
parent? Call 919-642-6956

to learn more.

« Alcoholics Anonymous —
North Carolina District
33, call the Help Line at
866-640-0180 for the meet-
ing schedule for this area.
« Motorcycle Association —
The Motorcycle Associa-
tion for Chatham, West-
ern Wake, Lee, Orange
and Alamance counties
meets in Pittsboro and

is open to all riders. For
information, call 919-
392-3939 or visit www.
chathamCBA.com.

* Narcotics Anonymous

— For drug problems

in the family, Narcotics
Anonymous helps. Call
1-800-721-8225 for listing
of local meetings.

« Al-Anon Meeting — Pitts-
boro Serenity Seekers
Al-Anon Family Group
meets at 7 p.m. Mondays
at Chatham Community
Church, in the lower level
of Chatham Mill, Pitts-
boro.

* Scout News

» Boy Scout Troop 93

in Pittsboro meets 7

p.m. Wednesdays at the
Harold Boone Scout Park
on Hwy 64W, just past
CCCC. Open to boys,
ages 11-17. Visit www.
bstroop93.org for more
information.

 Pack 924 of Siler City
First UM.C. meets on
from 7 to 8:30 p.m Tues-
days for boys, grades 1
through 5. Come join the
Cub Scouts.

« Pack 900 in Bear Creek
meets at 7 p.m. Tuesdays
at Meroney’s UM.C.,
following the school
calendar. See http://
pack900.com for more
information.

BY D. LARS DOLDER
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — The
town’s board of commis-
sioners deliberated over
two potential upcoming
events in its regular
meeting Monday, weighing
future pandemic uncer-
tainty and fiscal limitations
against community calls for
town-sponsored activities.

A month ago, Siler City
resident Donald Matthews
petitioned the board
during the public com-
ments section of a regular
meeting to officially recog-
nize the town’s historically
Black business district.
The block of buildings on
Birch Street, and some
others downtown, were
owned and operated by
several Black residents,
Matthews said, when the
town was still segregated
in the mid-20th Century.
He suggested the town
honor these past town
leaders with a mural and
establishment of an annu-
al Juneteenth festival.

“This part of our his-
tory will be lost if we do
not take advantage of the
situation now,” Matthews
wrote in his proposal
to the board. “Many of
those that remember are
dying, pictures are get-
ting hard to come by.”

To fund the mural and
endow a fund to launch
the Juneteenth com-
memoration, Matthews
requested as much as
$4,500 from the town, but
estimated $3,660 would
be enough. About $2,500
would cover the mural’s
installation and an ac-
companying plaque. An-

SILER CITY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Board grapples with event planning as pandemic wanes

other $1,000 would serve
as seed money for the
celebration, and the rest
would pay for security,
advertisement and other
associated costs.

The commissioners
were excited to learn of
the town’s unique history
and eager to oblige Mat-
thews’ request, but many
expressed apprehension
about proceeding without
a more complete proposal.
The town is in the midst of
its budgeting session and
money is tight. Matthews
had not submitted the
town’s grant request doc-
umentation in advance of
the meeting, an oversight
which made it impossible
for the commissioners to
evaluate the exact de-
mands of his petition.

“Understanding that
we haven't picked out an
artist (for the mural), we
don’t have a rendering,
and it’s a proposed budget
— we don’t know exact-
ly what the budget is,”
Commissioner Bill Haiges
said, “you’re asking us to
commit to funding some-
thing ... that we just don’t
have right now.”

Haiges emphasized
that “this is an incredibly
important and very wor-
thy cause,” and that he
wanted the town to back
it, but without a more
comprehensive break-
down of costs, there was
little the board could do.

“The paperwork
that’s filled out for grant
requests, it’s required of
everybody,” Commission-
er Lewis Fadely added.
“...Iwould ask you to
hurry up and get those in
... please work on those as

quickly as you can.”

Matthews was dis-
mayed with the com-
missioners’ response
and their assertion that
fielding such requests is
“complicated.”

“Ireally don’t think it
is,” he said. “When you
think of the value of your
citizens and what we’re
asking you to do, it’s
something that has never
been done before. And
so I don’t see where it’s
complicated at all. I think
it’s kind of a no-brainer,
because we're at a time
now where so much is
going on in this world, so
much division has gone
on in this world.”

Still, the board could not
proceed with a vote. The
commissioners promised,
though, to consider Mat-
thews’ request again in its
next meeting on April 19 if
he could submit the requi-
site paperwork in time.

Chatham 250

Matthews wasn’t the
only attendee on Monday
requesting Siler City sponsor
an event. Several county rep-
resentatives and members of
the Chatham 250 committee
— organizers behind a series
of events to commemorate
the 250th anniversary of
Chatham’s founding —
requested the town host a
parade to close out the year-
long celebration.

The event is tentatively
scheduled for Saturday,
Oct. 23.

“The parade route will
be starting at Bray Park
and ending across the
street from the fire sta-
tion,” said Town Manager
Roy Lynch. “This parade

route has been vetted
through (town) staff, and
they are in agreement.”

Siler City Police Chief
Mike Wagner had also
approved of the event,
Lynch said, as had Sher-
iff Mike Roberson.

The commissioners
were pleased with the
prospective attention
Chatham 250 might bring
the town, but they were
quick to point out that
hastening to approve
the event might betray a
double standard.

“We’ve already can-
celed one festival,” Fadely
said referencing the Siler
City Spring Chicken Festi-
val. “We had a request to-
night for another; we need
to be treating similarly
situated events as equally
as feasibly possible.”

He acknowledged,
though, that a parade
might offer more protec-
tion from COVID-19 ex-
posure than the Chicken
Festival would have.

“I know this event is
a little bit different,”
Fadely said. “It’s more in-
car as opposed to people
getting together to eat
and listen to music and
that type of thing.”

Lynch added that
Chatham County’s request
was not for commitment to
a specific date or even the
exact event arrangements.

“It’s just to approve the
sponsor agreement,” he
said. “That is not directed
at a date, that is just to
state that the town will
sponsor the event.”

As part of sponsorship,
the town would contrib-
ute $500 toward organiza-
tion expenses, a “minute

amount,” Mayor Pro Tem
Cindy Bray said.
Following Lynch’s clar-
ification, the board voted
unanimously to sponsor
the Chatham 250 parade.

Other action
» The board voted to
schedule a public hearing
on May 17 to consider a
voluntary noncontiguous
annexation petition for
a new manufacturing
building and stormwater
filter area at 1217 Harold
Andrews Rd. in Siler City.
Town staff investigated
the request and found

that annexation would
yield more the $5,000 in
new tax revenue for the
town without burdening
its police force or other
municipal services.

» Aspart of the American
Rescue Plan Act, President
Biden’s economic stim-
ulus initiative, the town
is “poised to be receiving
some funding,” Lynch said.

More details are forth-
coming.

Reporter D. Lars Dolder
can be reached at
dldolder@chathamnr.com
and on Twitter @dldolder.
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EASTER

Continued from page Al

“And so it allowed us to sort of hear
other ways that the resurrection was
being celebrated.”

Last year, Easter took place one month
after the pandemic drastically altered
our way of life — with most churches
across the country celebrating Easter
online. In North Carolina, worship and
religious gatherings are exempt from
statewide COVID-19 restrictions, and
have been for most of the pandemic. In
Chatham, churches have interpreted this
in different ways, with some worshipping
inside and outdoors with safety protocols
in place and others, like Local Church,
choosing to abide by state gathering
restrictions and remain online.

Easter celebration was no different;
churches across the county varied
widely in service offerings, though
most emphasized mask-wearing and
social distancing.

“About a year ago, after Easter and the
disappointment of having to be online for
that last year,” Levy said, “I was talking
to one of our leadership team members,
and I said, ‘Look, I don’t care, when it is
in the year, whenever we’re back in-per-
son, we’re gonna preach Easter,” because
it’s gonna feel like resurrection.”

He didn’t know at the time the next
in-person worship service would fall on
Easter, but he stood by his promise to
preach Easter — and, he said, it felt like
resurrection.

‘Being at this for over a year’

For other churches still meeting on-
line, celebrating Easter felt like another
reminder of life during a pandemic.

The Rev. Andrew Taylor-Troutman,
pastor at Chapel in the Pines Presbyterian
Church, said this year’s Holy Week — the
commemoration of the week leading up to
Christ’s death and resurrection — was one
of his least busy. Usually, this week involves
multiple weeknight services leading up to
Easter Sunday. This year, Taylor-Troutman
recorded most of the services ahead of time.

“Which is, you know, it’s strange.
Today’s Maundy Thursday, and I spent
all morning at church recording that
Easter Sunday service,” he said last
week. “On Palm Sunday, I was record-
ing the Good Friday service. On the one
hand it seems all out of whack.”

Recently, Chapel in the Pines started
offering drive-in services, where congre-
gants stay in their car as the service is
broadcast over a FM transmitter. They’ve
also added “circles of safety,” where peo-
ple can sit socially distanced and masked
in chalked circles outside to worship.

For Easter Sunday, the church hosted
two outdoor services, in addition to pro-
viding recorded worship for those who
didn’t feel comfortable attending yet.

“We recognize that we can’t include
everyone in every format, but we want to
have an option for every single person. So
that’s kind of our guiding principle,” Tay-
lor-Troutman said. “I will say that many
of our members, they’re just very eager
to get back in person. They have online fa-
tigue. And we’re a close-knit congregation
... So people, a huge reason they came to
church was for the community aspect, to
see their friends and their church family.”

Kat Good, a Chatham resident, said
her church in Orange County is still
meeting remotely — but she views that
as a good thing. She works with children
as the assistant director of religious
education at The Community Church of
Chapel Hill Unitarian Universalist.

“I'really like online church, and I kind
of only have liked it more the more we do
it,” Good said. “I’'m not really itching to
get back to the way we were, and in fact, I
think being able to adapt online has helped
us do church better, and there’s going to
be things even when we go back in-person
we’re going to keep doing from this time.”

Last year, Good used baby chicks in a
video for her children’s Easter service; this
year they were full grown. “All the ani-
mals come to church now, which is great,”
she said with a laugh, adding that she’s
gotten to know the children she serves bet-

ter this year, seeing them in their homes
and when they choose to log on.

“Honestly, for us, it was kind of like
a normal Sunday,” Good said of Easter,
adding that as a Unitarian Universalist
church — which weaves many religious
traditions and identities together —
Easter isn’t a huge holiday.

This year, Good said, with the ex-
ception of one 6-year-old, people were
not dressed up on the Zoom call, which
wasn’t the case last Easter.

“That is a big change — Easter’s nor-
mally a dress-up day,” she said. “And
we are certainly feeling the effects of
being at this for over a year.”

‘Providing our people with the
opportunity to worship’

Rev. Charles Mathews of Union Grove
A.M.E Zion Church in Bear Creek said
his congregation is still meeting online,
with plans to begin moving to parking
lot worship soon. They observed Holy
Week together by meeting over Facebook
Live and Zoom to fast, read and reflect on
Scripture and worship. The church also
hosted a small in-person gathering on
Saturday to celebrate Easter vigil with
parking lot games and fellowship.

“Despite the different ways that
we have been meeting, this was just
a steal,” Mathews said. “It’s been a
wonderful experience for us to still try
to unite in our faith, share our faith and
keep in relationship.”

After their abbreviated virtual Easter
service, Mathew’s church joined Terrell’s
Chapel A.M.E Zion in Pittsboro for its first
outdoor worship service — previously the
church had only met by phone, so Mathews
said it was important to celebrate the occa-
sion together on Resurrection Sunday.

“I think it has been beautiful ... And
you know, it’s just being grateful that
this was reflective of what is, of what this
week and day meant for us,” he said.

He’s grateful, too, that the pandemic
happened during a time with such ad-
vanced technology. As his church begins
to offer more in-person services, he’s tak-
ing time to reflect not only on the positives
the pandemic has brought his church, but
the very real impacts the pandemic is still
having on people and communities.

“There’s still people that are dying,
you know, it’s not over,” Mathews said.

Father Julio Martinez of St. Julia Cath-
olic Church told the News + Record in
March he was continuing to stress safety
at church services — emphasizing mask-
ing, social distancing and helping congre-
gants to get vaccinated. St. Julia’s hosted
five Easter services, with two Saturday
evening and three on Sunday morning.

“If we can’t fit certain groups inside
the church, they’ll just stand outside in
the plaza and hopefully they will be able
to participate from there, as we have
done in the past,” he said. “But we’re
continuing with providing our people
with the opportunity to worship.”

St. Julia’s congregation is more than
85% Hispanic, and offers both Spanish
and English masses. During a normal
Holy Week celebration, Martinez said
his church would have live stations of
the Cross on Easter, but due to COVID-19
safety concerns, they did not this year.

“I told the people at the very be-
ginning that I was going to be very
hard-headed about this,” he said with a
laugh, “so not to fight me on this, that
my main concern was to keep everyone
healthy when they were here ... We have
been extremely careful, and I'm very,
very glad that we stuck to our guns.”

‘Be the church outside of our
buildings’

For churches without their own build-
ing, finding ways to worship in person is
a creative process. Lee Callicutt, pastor of
Grace Hill Church, said his congregation
met at night inside the Pittsboro Church
of Nazarene once it became too cold to
meet outside. Easter Sunday was the
church’s first outdoor morning service
since moving indoors.

“We’re only like two years old,” he said.
“We don’t have our own building, or any-
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Cynthia and Jim Wheaton (pictured
far left to middle), are both fully
vaccinated and discussed the
vaccination process with Colleen
Sharp (right) following the Local
Church’s Easter service. Pastor
Brent Levy said the three in-person
services had about 150 attendees.

‘About a year ago, after Easter
and the disappointment of
having to be online for that
last year, | was talking to

one of our leadership team
members, and | said, ‘Look,

| don’t care, when it is in the
year, whenever we’re back
in-person, we’re gonna preach
Easter,’ because it’s gonna feel
like resurrection.’

BRENT LEVY, pastor, The Local Church

thing, so we really had to get creative.”

On Easter, Callicutt said about 130
people met at 69 Robyn’s Nest Ln. for
outdoor worship. Social distancing was
encouraged, but many people did not
wear masks — highlighting the differ-
ence in how churches are conceptualiz-
ing a return to worship.

While outdoor worship has its challeng-
es, Callicutt said it “cuts out a lot of the
noise” characteristic of life pre-pandemic.

“What it does is it solidifies that our
only hope is in Jesus Christ,” he said.
“And he is the one that we worship —
whether we have to meet in the parking
lot, or pasture or wherever, the church
will gather for the name of Christ.”

Danny Berrier, pastor of Cedar Grove
United Methodist Church and Chatham
United Methodist Church, said both church-
es had parking lot services for Easter.

At Cedar Grove, there was also
an Easter egg hunt for families and
children after the service, though
Berrier said he aimed to make a clear
distinction between the two — as he
“didn’t want the Easter bunny hopping
through the worship service.”

“It’s very important to worship on Eas-
ter Sunday,” he said. 2020 Easter versus
2021 Easter, obviously, a tremendous dif-
ference. We did not worship at all in 2020
... For me, as a pastor, I felt that it was es-
sential for the congregation to have some
of those routines that we’ve honored for
generations and to do as good as we could
to recapture some of that.”

Despite meeting in-person this year,
Taylor-Troutman said Easter still felt
like Lent — the Christian season of
reflection and preparation for Easter
which points to Christ’s biblical with-
drawal into the desert for 40 days.

“What I mean by that is, it still
feels like a wilderness experience, as
opposed to the real celebration of being
back together,” he said.

Still, the time has been full of gifts,
too: finding creative adaptations and be-
ing forced to focus on “what it means to
be the church outside of our buildings.”

“So we have to carry that forward,

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Members of The Local Church
outside the Parlour Chapel. All
three in-person services were held
outside, with mask-wearing and
social distancing.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Jolene Jennings in her Easter dress,
ready to find some Easter eggs at
Cedar Grove United Methodist’s
Easter egg hunt following its parking
lot Easter service.

even when we’re fully back,” he said.

Levy also felt the tension of celebrat-
ing Easter for the second time amid a
global pandemic.

He preached from Mark’s gospel, as
dictated by the United Methodist lec-
tionary. That account originally ends
with the women leaving Jesus’ empty
tomb trembling and afraid after hear-
ing the proclamation from an angel that
“he is not here.” Unlike the other gospel
accounts, it did not originally include
Jesus appearing to the women, or
meeting with his disciples, though some
translations now include that text.

“There’s so much tension in that story
right there — you find yourself really
in the in-between of what was and what
could be,” Levy said. “In many ways, I
think our community is sort of tenta-
tive about leaning into that promise of
resurrection, right? We know it’s coming,
we know it’s there, we can see the light
at the end of the tunnel, we cling to that
promise and we’re just taking some small
steps into that rather than going all in.”

“I think this resurrection account for
me from Mark’s gospel really spoke to our
present moment,” he added. “They left in
silence, but we know that the story didn’t
end there ... We know that it didn’t end in si-
lence and in fear, but it’s OK — resurrection
can be a slow burn, sometimes it can take a
minute to sink in. And I think that speaks to
the intentionality and sort of the slowness
of our move back to in-person as well.”

Reporter Victoria Johnson contributed
to this report.

Reporter Hannah McClellan can be
reached at hannah@chathamnr.com or
on Twitter at @HannerMcClellan.

REIVES
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Census data, states must evaluate
and adjust their voting districts.
Congress mandates that districts
have roughly equal populations
and must not discriminate based
on race or ethnicity.

How state legislatures redis-
trict varies, however. In North
Carolina, the General Assem-
bly itself performs decennial
redistricting and, historically,
the majority party has drawn
lines to benefit its interests.

For example, in 2011, a newly
Republican-controlled legislature
pushed voting districts that were
widely decried as unjust and par-
tisan. The issue launched several
court cases, the most recent of
which concluded just last year. In
at least two instances, a panel of
judges deemed the districts un-
constitutional and required the
General Assembly to revise them.

But the issue is not strictly
Republican, according to Reives.

“I don’t think it’s reflected well
on either party,” he said. “It’s just
been such a bad back and forth.”

When Democrats held ma-
jority power, Reives said, they
also drew unfair districts and,
ironically, Republicans called
for amendment to the process.

“One of the bills I intro-
duced in the last session was
House Bill 69,” he said, “which
actually mimics for the most
part a bill that was earlier filed
by then Minority Leader Phil
Berger.”

At the time, Democrats — in
control of the General As-
sembly — were uninterested.
But soon thereafter, power
flipped, and with it the parties
exchanged their opinions on
redistricting.

With this latest proposal,
though — House Bill 437, or
the “Fair Maps Act” — Reives
hopes the parties can unify.

If the bill passes, it will have
an immediate effect on North
Carolina’s voting districts which
are due for evaluation this year.
The redistricting process has
yet to begin as Census data was
delayed by the pandemic.

“If it were to pass, it would
change the law and it would go
into effect the minute that it is

passed,” Reives said. “... Frankly,
though, I don’t know that there’s
anything that indicates it’s going
to get passed this time around.”

But next year that could
change. If the amendment, or
some version of it, were to pass
during the General Assembly’s
2022 session, it would arrive
after this year’s redistricting
process concludes. The law,
then, would not likely have any
effect until the next redistrict-
ing cycle in 2031 — a fact that
could make it easier for some
legislators to back a change.

“We’ll see,” Reives said. “But
I do think that we’re working
better, in a more bipartisan
fashion.”

Reives has not put any of his
Republican peers “on the spot” to
evaluate their stance, he said, but
he has been encouraged by a mu-
tual desire to improve the system
and avoid gerrymandering.

“T’ve been very pleased with
discussions that I have had
with leadership about their de-
sire to make sure that we make
fair processes,” Reives said.
“It’s just that we happen to dis-
agree right now about what the

most fair process would be.”
According to Reives, a com-
mon argument in support of leg-
islative redistricting authority is
that General Assembly mem-
bers bring an “expertise” that is
absent among regular voters.
“Maybe that was true 200
years ago,” he said, when
cartography was still a refined
skill. “But today, I could give my
9-year-old the software and he
could draw good maps. So it’s
a little disingenuous for us to
say that there’s something that
we’ve gotten or some expertise
that we’ve got, that makes us
better at drawing maps.”
Another argument contends
that an independent redistrict-
ing commission will not depolit-
icize the process — it will only
endow a group of politically-mo-
tivated voters with a power that
should fall to elected representa-
tives who are under oath to best
serve North Carolina residents.
Reives strongly disagrees
with that premise.
“If you look at the way we
put this commission togeth-
er, it’s a completely diverse
commission. Nobody gets any

advantage whatsoever,” he said.
“I think it’s cynical to take the
position that, ‘Well, politics is
everywhere.” Because when you
really think about it, if you talk
to the general public about a

lot of these issues, the general
public — voters — are nowhere
near as partisan as our elected
officials are right now.”

In last year’s General Assem-
bly session, Reives sponsored
seven bills to amend the redis-
tricting process. None were giv-
en serious consideration. But his
commitment to amending the
system is indefatigable, and he
vows to maintain his enthusiasm
for change even if Democrats
retake control in coming years.

“I discussed this last year
when we weren’t even sure who
was going to be in the majority
this year,” Reives said. “To me,
if we had gotten into the major-
ity this year, it was still just as
important that this get passed be-
cause it shouldn’t be about party.
It’s time to break the cycle.”

Reporter D. Lars Dolder can be
reached at dldolder@chathamnyr.
com and on Twitter @dldolder.
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Saying grace
My wife and I are both pas- when they can. I understand that in American houses of before meals. Granddad offered ly appear on our doorstep by
tors. Our three young children such differentiating from one’s worship, attendance has dipped a prayer from his Roman Cath- Amazon delivery, but required
= putup astink caregivers is part of growingup. below 50% of the population. olic upbringing that sounded work at every step from farm to

when it is I am also grateful that, For the first time in eight like one long word: factory to grocery store.
time to say throughout the day, they allsay  decades, a majority of our cit- BlessusOLordandtheseThy- If “thank you” were your
grace before  “thank you” without prompt- izens do not belong to eithera  giftswhichweareabouttore- only prayer, that would be
meals. ing. Their smiles are genuine mosque, synagogue or church. ceivefromThybountythrough-  enough.

Picture and sweet. The other night be- On some level, we are witness- ChristourLordAmen. Perhaps those of us con-
thefiveof us  fore bed, the middle child whis- ing a new generation differenti- Now that I am an adult, itis  cerned about the number
around the pered, “I think I have God and ate from its elders. I willlament  significant to me that Grand- of people not in houses of

ANDREW table, our food Mother Nature_ in my heart.” that the church, as an institu- dad held onto the prayer of his  worship would be better off

TAYLOR- before us. Now that’s saying grace! tion, has too often insisted that childhood church. modeling such gratitude in our
Either she or But I'm not also going to stop  people perform the rituals —in- My young children will go daily lives. Don’t actions speak

TROUTMAN Iwillbeginto  saying grace before meals. cluding the giving of tithesand  to church because I can make louder than words?

Hope Matters offer words of Most evenings, we say the offerings — without cultivating  them. I outweigh them! Even now, I can see Grand-
gratitudeand  same prayer I learned when alarger sense of gratitude. But I believe one attends a dad at the table, mumbled yet

all three of them immediately I was a child — the Moravian The Gallup Poll brought to house of worship not under genuine grace on his lips. I

start to complain. Sometimes
they will even yell, “Stop!” It’s not
like we pontificate in long-winded
soliloquies full of $10 words. We
just pray a simple two stanzas.

But our kids freak out!

Tunderstand this is a power
struggle. They do not decide
whether or not to go to church
on Easter. So, they push back

Table Blessing. I come by it
honestly. My father was a
Moravian pastor as was his
father before him. I don’t know
if one or more of my children
will enter the ministry.

Who knows what the church
will be like in this country
when they come of age?

A recent Gallup Poll found

mind my maternal grandfa-
ther. Granddad was what some
call a “lapsed Catholic,” mean-
ing he no longer darkened the
church doors of his youth.
When I was a boy visiting for
a weekend, I liked that he and
I could stay home and watch
Sunday morning cartoons!

But grace was always said

trust that, one day, my children
will add their Amens.

compulsion but to express grat-
itude. Whether named as God,
Allah, Jesus, a Higher Power or
the Universe, we are all indebt-
ed to forces beyond our ken. We
have all “reaped where we have
not sown” (John 4:38). Saying
grace is about the recognition
that the life-sustaining gifts of
food before us did not magical-

Andrew Taylor-Troutman is
the pastor of Chapel in the
Pines Presbyterian Church. His
forthcoming book is a collection
of his columns for the Chatham
News + Record titled “Hope
Matters: Churchless Sermons.”

GUEST COLUMN | GARY PEARCE

Lieutenant governors
can be governors’
nightmares

As a Black conservative Republican, Mark Robinson isn’t
North Carolina’s traditional Lieutenant Governor. But he’s
squarely in the tradition of Lieutenant Governors bedeviling
Governors.

One reason Governor Roy Cooper won’t run for U.S. Senate
next year, even though he believes he’d win, he said in an inter-
view, is that “we have a Republican lieutenant governor and if
you look at who he is and what he stands for, I'm not sure that
North Carolina needs two years of that.”

“Two years of that” would be different from two years of
Cooper.

Take public schools. Cooper has proposed an ambitious educa-
tion budget, including 10% pay raises, funds to address inequities
and a school-construction bond issue.

Robinson, meanwhile, set up a task force to look into “indoc-
trination” in public schools. He argued against new state social
studies standards that he said are “political in nature” and
unfairly portray America as “systemically racist.”

Robinson has a history of eye-catching rhetoric.

He said the movie “Black Panther” was “created by an ag-
nostic Jew.” He said Muslims “are not ‘immigrants,’ they are
INVADERS.” He called former President Obama “a worthless,
anti-American atheist who wanted to bring this nation to its
knees.”

He shot to fame with a passionate gun-rights speech to the
Greensboro City Council in 2018. That led to a speech at the
NRA’s national convention. With NRA support and 100,000 Face-
book followers, he won the Republican primary for lieutenant
governor with 32.5% of the vote; Senator Andy Wells was second
with 14.5%.

In November, Robinson defeated Democratic Yvonne Lewis
Holley, who is also Black, by 51.6-48.4%.

“You might not like my politics,” Robinson says, “but I made
history in this state.”

History shows that governors and lieutenant governors in

North Carolina often don’t like each
Even when the other. We’re one of 17 states where
two are from the two are elected separately. They
the same party, can be from different parties; they
are friendly and can have different philosophies, con-
have compatible flicting personalities and competing
philosophies, there

ambitions.
A I saw that working for Governor
can be tensions.
Lieutenant

Jim Hunt in his first two terms, 1977-
governors

1985. Lieutenant Governor Jimmy
Green was a Democrat like Hunt, but
h . he was more conservative, he didn’t
inevitably want like Hunt and he wanted to be gov-
more power and ernor instead of Hunt. They fought
responsibility; frequently. . '
governors Three different t1m_es since
. . . 1972, governors and lieutenant
invariably resist. governors were from different
Staffers on both parties: Hunt and Republican
sides inevitably rub Governor Jim Holshouser (1973-
1977), Republican Governor Jim
each other wrong. Martin and Lieutenant Governor
Bob Jordan (1985-1989), and Cooper and Republican Dan
Forest (2017-2021).

Even when the two are from the same party, are friendly and
have compatible philosophies, there can be tensions. Lieutenant
governors inevitably want more power and responsibility; gover-
nors invariably resist. Staffers on both sides inevitably rub each
other wrong.

All lieutenant governors want to run for governor. But that’s
not a proven path in North Carolina.

Since 1972, only two lieutenant governors have gone on to be
elected governor: Hunt (1976, 1980, 1992 and 1996) and Bev Perdue
(2008). Six lost races for governor: Green (1984), Jordan (1988),
Jim Gardner (1992), Dennis Wicker (2000), Walter Dalton (2012)
and Forest (2016).

You have better odds as attorney general. Of the six between
1972 and 2016, two got elected governor: Cooper and Mike Easley
(2000 and 2004). One, Robert Morgan, got elected Senator (1974).
Two lost races for governor, Rufus Edmisten (1984) and Lacy
Thornburg (1992). One had been appointed attorney general and
lost reelection: Jim Carson (1974).

The current Attorney General, Democrat Josh Stein, is a likely
candidate for governor in 2024. So is Mark Robinson.

That contest would offer a stark contrast in party, philosophy
and personality.

Gary Pearce was a reporter and editor at The News & Observer, a
political consultant, and an adviser to Governor Jim Hunt (1976-
1984 and 1992-2000). He blogs about politics and public policy at
www.NewDayforNC.com.
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My mama would be 103 years old if she were
still with me.

Her birthday was this
week — Tuesday, April 6, to
be exact — but she wasn’t
around to celebrate it with
us.

I thought about her, partly
because I do that fairly often
and partly because my older
brother often mentions her
to me. Some years ago, when
he was still on earth, Paul
“Bear” Bryant, the late great
University of Alabama football coach, starred
in a television commercial for some phone
company — AT&T, I think — in which he said
at the end of the spot, “Pick up the phone. Call
your mama.” My brother was fond of remind-
ing me of that when we could do it.

I did that fairly often in the years after I left
home, even and especially after she spent the
last five years of her life in a care facility.

Brother often talked about her kitchen skills
and we wondered if any of her recipes were
floating around our place. There are a few here
and there; his grown daughter has a number
of them; and still others are with me, mainly
around my waist, where mama put them years
ago.

Mama could cook. She had to be able to in
an effort to feed three bottomless-pit sons and
a hard-working husband, as well as herself,
as well as the crowd of relatives who dropped
by often. Then there were the neighbors who
came over, as well as the friends we boys
brought home from high school and college, as
well as the families she fed when their luck got
down or there was a death in their family.

That, of course, was not all she did. She was
good at “sticking her nose in my business,”
which was how Ilooked at it when I was 16
and 23 and even 30-plus. It wasn’t until I had
some birthdays and my own experiences that
Irealized the truth of her words I often heard
in such times — “nobody has your welfare at
heart any more than me.”

That never stopped.

She was good at doing the “mama” things,
which was the word I called her until her
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her birthday — no
‘er how long ago

first-born grandchild declared that she was
“Ma” and we all fell in line. There was never a
doubt we (my brothers and I) were high on her
priority list.

She cooked (I mentioned that, didn’t I?)

She washed my nasty clothes.

She ironed my shirts.

She kept the house going, when it was clean
and when it needed cleaning.

She made me pick up rocks as she tilled the
garden.

She made me do my homework and go to
church and learn some manners and respect
for folks, regardless of the color of their skin
or their station in life. “Sir” and “ma’am”
weren’t optional.

She left a big imprint on my life.

I miss her.

Sometimes in my quieter moments I wonder
what she would think today ... and of today.
Days when folks across the board aren’t all
that “nice.” About her growing brood of
great-grandchildren. About how her sons
turned out. About this and about that.

Funny thing, she — who was so sharp,
who became a licensed nurse after her brood
became somewhat self-sufficient and indepen-
dent, who always wanted to “paddle her own
canoe” — became a bit confused in the last few
months of her life. She began to tell us she was
born in a different year from when she was.
And the last time I spoke with her, she told me
from her nursing home bed that, “If you see
Bob, tell him to come see me.”

I assured her that “If I see that sorry rascal,
I'll tell him.”

Today isn’t “Mother’s Day” on the calendar,
but if you’ve still got yours, it is.

Tell her so, even if you don’t think she’s all
that great.

Without her, you wouldn’t be here.

Bob Wachs is a native of Chatham County and
retired long-time managing editor of the Cha-
tham News/Chatham Record, having written a
weekly column for more than 30 years. During
most of his time with the newspapers, he was
also a bi-vocational pastor and today serves
Bear Creek Baptist Church for the second time
as pastor.

What’s on your mind?

The Chatham News + Record welcomes letters from its readers on topics of local and public interest, as well as

thoughtful and informative guest columns.

At our discretion, we may edit letters for clarity. We reserve the right to refuse letters and other submissions that
promote a commercial product, contain either libelous material, personal attacks on individuals or vulgar language.
Consumer complaints and letters containing unverifiable factual claims are ineligible for publication.

Each letter must contain the writer’s full name, address and daytime telephone number for verification. Letters should
be no more than 400 words in length. Letter-writers are limited to two published letters per month. Letters selected for
publication may be edited and all letters become property of the Chatham News + Record.

To submit a letter: Mail it to the News + Record at P.O. Box 290, Siler City, N.C. 27344; or email to bhorner3@chathamnr.
com; or drop by our office at 303 West Raleigh Street in Siler City.
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Picture this, as Golden Girls’
Sophia Petrillo used to say.
Alamance
County.

May 2010. A
Latina driver
is stopped

by a sheriff’s
deputy. She
provides her
valid North

Carolina driv-
ESTEVEZ er’s license

Guest Column 54 command-

ed, but the deputy refuses to
accept her license without
any real justification. Then he
threatens to take her to jail and
deport her, even though she
has all the proper documenta-
tion. She panics.
Unfortunately, this story,
unlike the lovable ’80s sitcom,
was not a TV show. It was one
among the long list of com-
plaints leveled against the in-
famous Sheriff Terry Johnson
from Alamance County by the
Department of Justice in 2012.
Sadly, the Republican Party

ALIRIO

GUEST COLUMN | ALIRIO ESTEVEZ

SB101 = Putting a target on Latinos

our beloved state. The Republi-
can-controlled Senate approved
the discriminatory SB101 a few
weeks ago, and it looks like the
Republican-controlled House
of Representatives will soon
follow. This bill would force
every sheriff’s department in
North Carolina to verify the
immigration status of anybody
detained even if it is a minor
infraction. We know who those
Republican politicians are
really targeting — people like
me, like my three children who
happen to be Latinos.
Regrettably, these Republi-
can politicians love to demon-
ize a whole community to
satisfy the irrational hatred of
a few. They clearly know that
we Latinos have a great work
ethic. They truly know that
we wake up every day ready
to provide for our families and
to benefit our society. They
surely know that some of us
work in construction, some in
medicine, some in engineering,
others in education. They must

know we have contributed
greatly to our state and to our
country. However, it looks like
they want the good people of

in our General Assembly

seems to believe that the kind
of behavior mentioned above
should be imitated all around

North Carolina to see us as the
“others,” as those who do not
belong here.

You, dear reader, know who
will be asked to show proof of
their immigration status. It
will not be the blond, blue-eyed
Thom. No, siree. It will not be
the fair, red-haired Phil. It will be
brown people. It will be some-
body who speaks with a non-na-
tive American accent or who
dares to speak Spanish. Those
Republican politicians in Raleigh
will deny this with poker faces.
But they know the real conse-
quences because they are smart;
they just simply don’t care.

Besides racial profiling, this
bill would seed distrust between
the Latino community and
our law enforcement agencies.
Latinos would hesitate to call
911 or cooperate with the police
or sheriff’s departments if they
believe some of their relatives or
friends may be detained and even
deported for reporting a crime.

Take the case of a child who is
a witness of domestic abuse. She
may decide not to call the police
out of fear that her mother
could be arrested and deported,
even though she is the victim.

Dear reader, put yourself in the
child’s shoes, and ask yourself,
“What would I do?”

Another reason to oppose
this ill-conceived bill is the
waste of our local resources to
enforce it. Our sheriff’s depart-
ment’s resources are limited.
Is it wise to spend a lot of
manpower, time and money to
comply with a law that would
not make anybody safer and
would distract them from their
real duties? No.

I believe most of the sher-
iffs in our state are honorable
and are concerned with the
well-being and safety of all of
their residents. Our county
is honored to have a man like
Mike Roberson as our sheriff.
He has proven fair and just. He
has built a great relationship
with our Hispanic community,
and I'm confident he wants to
keep it that way.

However, some sheriffs in
our state are not as honorable
as ours in Chatham. Among
those, one has never shied
away from showing his disdain
toward Latinos: Terry Johnson
in Alamance County. Do we
want to give him (or someone

like him) the power to detain
any Hispanic he wants? In 2012,
the Department of Justice filed
a complaint against Johnson,
alleging that he had repeatedly
shown his aversion to us by
instructing his deputies to “go
out there and get me some of
those taco eaters.” Though the
government lost that lawsuit,
three former officers of the
Alamance County Sheriff’s Of-
fice testified that Johnson told
them to arrest Latino drivers
for traffic violations rather
than write them citations. This
SB101 would give him carte
blanche to do as he pleases.
That is wrong.

Dear Chathamites, I implore
you to speak out against this
bill, which will target your
neighbors and friends, which
will target me and my family
for the sin of being born with
a different skin color. I believe
you will join us because you
have shown me how compas-
sionate, caring and humane
you are. I can picture that.

Alirio Estevez is a Latino activ-
ist and member of Voto Latino
Chatham.

GUEST COLUMN | DAVID G. DELANEY
The Indispensable
Subject

I grew up learning that history is the indispensable subject.
To paraphrase philosophers Edmund Burke and George San-
tayana, knowing history enables modern communities to avoid
past mistakes. I am now sure that idea is wrong.

A chronological narrative of events is a good starting point
for knowledge. But such records are only about 5,000 years
old.

Archaeology enables us to learn from the fossil record
that modern humans are at least 300,000 years old. While
archaeology broadens our horizons beyond the limits of
recorded history, the oral histories and traditions of those
ancient people remain obscure to us. But those people still
teach us.

Through genetics we know that our DNA links us with all
humans across time and continents, beginning in Africa. Each
of usis a kind of historical record of past people and events.

Of course, reading the human genome or DNA profiles of
political leaders will not prevent war, genocide, economic
catastrophe or pandemic. But DNA empowers modern society
because it reveals how the brain develops and how we think
and behave.

That knowledge is the starting point to understand
behaviors and decisions that shape the course of
humanity. After all, what is history but a sequence of
highly consequential individual and group behaviors
and decisions?

Psychology is today’s indispensable subject because it en-
ables deeper understanding of humankind’s most important
actions. To know how people make decisions about war, peace,
economics, public health and security is to know, in rough
terms, how the future can unfold.

In his 2011 book “The Better Angels of Our Nature,”
psychologist Steven Pinker provides a sneak-preview. He
observes that war and death by unnatural causes have
declined precipitously over the last several thousand years.
Humans have become a more peaceful, prosperous and
humane species. The trend is enabled through rule of law
societies that promote common principles of humanity and
commerce.

Enlightenment-age philosopher-statesmen like Burke
were instrumental in this trend. So were James Madison
and others at the Constitutional Convention. They knew
from intuition and historical accounts, but not through
science, that tyrannical, demagogic personalities would cor-
rupt and undermine democracy. With this knowledge they
divided federal and state roles, shared federal legislative-ex-
ecutive-judicial responsibilities, and created an electoral
college with the power to overrule a frenzied or uninformed
electorate.

The Constitution essentially tames actions by public
officials and voters that would harm democracy. It is as
much a tool of pre-psychology as it is the foundational
U.S. law and a historical record of humanity’s democrat-
ic interests.

The natural impulse is to ask how today’s deeper, scientific
knowledge of the mind and human behavior can improve
democracy, advance political thought and perhaps drive vio-
lence and premature death to near extinction. How could the
Constitution be improved as a tool of modern psychology? Can
states create the conditions that eliminate poverty, hate crimes
and racial disparities? Could nations improve international
law and institutions to prevent climate catastrophe, mass
starvation or war?

History answers these questions with pessimism. Psychol-
ogy provides hopeful answers — to envision new goals is to
begin making better decisions than our predecessors knew to
be possible.

Humans are a storytelling species, and history will always
be an essential subject. Without a sense of the past, we lose
the sense of self and place that emerges from intertwined
personal, family and political histories. If we want the best
for future generations, weaving the lessons of psychology
and other modern sciences into those stories is indispens-
able

David G. Delaney is a N.C. attorney and Chatham County res-
ident. He teaches in the UNC-Chapel Hill Curriculum in Peace,

War, and Defense.

A way to defend our freedoms

TO THE EDITOR:

Beginning with Cain killing Abel men have
always been in danger from other men and
needed a way to protect themselves. There is
danger from those who envy the possessions of
others and would do whatever it takes to steal
those possessions. Some men/women are born
with a violent nature and enjoy inflicting pain

on others.

Serial Kkillers and those who kill because it

LETTERS

dangerous are men/women with Narcissistic

Personality Disorder who believe others should
be in their servitude, for these people would

eliminate Constitutional and Civil Rights plus
disarm their victims.

Should anyone succeed in eliminating the
U.S. Constitutional and Civil Rights and dis-
arm Americans, I believe American Citizens,
with all their power and might, will step
forward and do whatever it takes to regain

freedom — even if they have to use clubs and

throw rocks.

gratifies their sexual desires are high on the
list of those to fear. First on the list of most

Carol Gene Good
Conover

Are we looking at a test of MMT?

Although the main prin-
ciples of economics were
established
decades
ago, the
discipline is
constantly
evolving.
One of the
most recent
contribu-
tions has
been a new
field called
“behavioral economics.”
Here, scholars have devel-
oped ideas explaining why —
in some cases — individuals
appear to go against their
own self-interest in making
choices. I have found the
insights of behavioral eco-
nomics exceedingly useful.
Apparently, so too has the
economics profession, as sev-
eral leaders in the field have
won Nobel Prizes in recent
years.

There’s been another new
development in economics
that focuses on decisions
impacting the big - or “mac-
ro” — economy rather than the
individual - or “micro” — econ-
omy. The new development
is termed “modern monetary
theory,” or MMT. I'm sure the
creators of MMT hope it will
be as successful as behavior-
al economics. And they may
not have to wait long because
a big test of MMT could be
approaching.

The main focus of MMT is on
federal borrowing. Traditional
economic theory states the
federal government can pay
for its spending in three ways.
It can tax income away from
households and businesses to
fund the spending. Or, it can
borrow money from private
sources to pay for spending.
Last, the federal government
can borrow funds from the
country’s central bank, the
Federal Reserve.

With the first method, the
costs of the spending are imme-
diately paid by taxpayers. When
borrowing from private sourc-
es, there are two costs. The first
is regular interest payments
on the loans, and the second is
payment of the principal (the

MIKE
WALDEN
You Decide

amount borrowed) when the
term of the loan ends, unless
the loan is refinanced.

With the third method -
borrowing from the Federal
Reserve — there is a unique
aspect. When you or I pay
taxes, we are sending money
we’ve earned to the govern-
ment. Similarly, if we willingly
loan money to the federal
government because we want
to include federal investments,
called Treasury securities, as
part of our investment portfo-
lio, we are again using money
we’ve earned.

But when the Federal Re-
serve loans money to the feder-
al government, it is not using
money the central bank has
earned. Instead, the Federal
Reserve uses money it has cre-
ated. That’s right, the Federal
Reserve has the unique ability
to print money, although in
today’s economy the creation is
done digitally.

In the past, the Federal
Reserve was careful about
how much money it created
for fears of sparking faster in-
creases in prices, that is, high-
er inflation. In fact, there’s
been substantial research
from numerous countries
showing a link between faster
money creation and higher
inflation.

But now enter MMT. MMT
questions the assumption of
an automatic link between
money creation and inflation.
Specifically, MMT says if the
government spending financed
by newly created money makes
the economy more productive
—thereby leading to faster eco-
nomic growth and more jobs
and income - then the inflation
rate won't rise. In addition, a
larger economy will make debt
payments more affordable for
the federal government.

In short, MMT supporters
see government spending
backed by newly created mon-
ey from the Federal Reserve as
a way to unleash the econo-
my’s potential by investing in
projects like infrastructure,
education and research.

Interestingly, MMT has the
same goal as another macro-
economic theory, “supply-side

economics” (SSE). Both ideas
seek to increase the growth
of the economy. But the ideas
use opposite approaches.
MMT uses increased gov-
ernment spending, debt and
money creation to boost the
economy, whereas SSE lowers
tax rates to motivate more
private spending and invest-
ments.

SSE was applied as recent-
ly as 2017 when federal tax
rates were cut to jumpstart
a sluggish economy. As you
might expect, economists differ
over whether the policy was
successful.

Now we may be looking at
a test of MMT. Over the past
year the federal government
has authorized $6 trillion to
be spent addressing COVID-19
and the resulting recession.
Of the funds raised to date for
this spending, the majority
has come from the Federal
Reserve. There will likely be
more proposals forthcoming
for additional federal spend-
ing, in areas like infrastruc-
ture, energy and climate,
reductions of college student
loans and a basic income for
households. If these proposals
become reality, and if most
of the financing comes from
the Federal Reserve, then this
will be a big, big test of MMT.

One of the things I like about
being a professional economist
is there’s never a dull moment.
Economists are constantly
developing and debating new
ideas about how the economy
works and can be improved.
Modern monetary theory is the
latest in these ideas. Will MMT
work, or will it fail? Soon, we
may have a test to help us
decide!

Michael Walden is a William
Neal Reynolds Distinguished
Professor and Extension
Economist in the Department
of Agricultural and Resource
Economics at North Carolina
State University who teaches
and writes on personal finance,
economic outlook and public
policy. He’ll be the featured
speaker at the upcoming Cha-
tham Chamber of Commerce
Development Briefing.
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Did a North Carolinian cause the

Who is responsible for last
month’s jam up in the Suez
Canal?

Could it
be a North
Carolinian?

The dam-
ages to the
quarter-mile
long contain-
er ship, Ever
Given, which
ran aground
in the canal are just the be-
ginning. Egypt lost millions
in toll revenue from hundreds
of ships backed up. Somebody
has to pay for the earth moving
equipment and tugboats that
dislodged the Ever Given from
the canal’s banks where it was
stuck for six days. Then there
are damages that will accrue to
owners of the cargo items for
late delivery charges and for
the spoilage to time sensitive
agricultural products.

Could all this have been
caused by a North Carolinian?

ES

D.G. MARTIN
One on One

Yes, it is easy to argue that
Malcom McLean, the son of a
sharecropper tobacco farmer
in Robeson County, shares
responsibly.

McLean (1913-2001) is known
as the Father of Containeriza-
tion because he developed the
modern intermodal shipping
container that revolutionized
freight transportation.

Prior to the 1950s most
shipping cargos were loaded by
longshoremen in a time con-
suming and costly operation.

McLean began the revolu-
tion that led to using strong
truck trailer sized containers
to load ocean ships.

How dirt farmer McLean
came up with the idea and built
businesses around it is a great
American story of entrepre-
neurism and determined work.

Malcom, not Malcolm,
spelled his name without the
extra “1.”

Though born in Maxton, he
finished high school in Win-

ston-Salem in 1935. His family
did not have enough money to
send him to college. They used
the little money they could
scrape up to buy a used truck.
It was the beginning of McLean
Trucking Co., which started
operations in Red Springs.

In 1937, McLean drove a
truck load of cotton to a port
in Hoboken, N. J., where, as
he remembered, “I had to wait
most of the day to deliver the
bales, sitting there in my truck,
watching stevedores load other
cargo. It struck me that I was
looking at a lot of wasted time
and money. I watched them
take each crate off the truck
and slip it into a sling, which
would then lift the crate into
the hold of the ship.”

He put that thought about
wasted time aside for almost
20 years while he built McLean
Trucking, then headquartered
in Winston-Salem, into the larg-
est trucking fleet in the South.

But he saw the possibility of a

Suez Canal back-up?

container sized to fit on a truck
bed or railcar, or stacked on a

ship. He saw how to eliminate the
wasted time he had experienced in
Hoboken. He developed and pat-
ented a standard steel reinforced
container that fit on a truck bed
and was stackable on ships. He
founded a new company, Seal_-
and, to exploit the opportunity.

As McLean’s first container
ship left Newark harbor in
1956, someone asked Freddy
Fields, a top official of the
International Longshoremen’s
Association, “What do you
think of that new ship?” Fields
replied, “I’d like to sink that
sonofabitch.” Fields knew that
McLean’s way of transferring
freight would put longshore-
men out of work.

The world found out that
the new way of loading and
transferring freight opened
doors for increased world trade
and for more and more con-
tainer ships, larger and larger
ones, carrying more and more

containers like those stacked to
the sky on the Ever Given.

Malcom McLean’s revolu-
tion in containerized shipping
brought us cheaper products
from other parts of the world.
It gave us the opportunity to
produce and sell our goods
internationally without having
to pay exorbitant shipping and
handling costs.

And it made possible the gi-
gantic Ever Given loaded with
18,300 containers that plowed
into the Suez banks.

Give McLean the credit he is
due for revolutionizing world
trade. And then you can hold
him partly accountable for the
jam up of the monster contain-
er ship in the Suez.

D.G. Martin hosts “North Car-
olina Bookwatch,” at 11 a.m.
Sundays and 5 p.m. Tuesdays
on UNC-TV. The program also
airs on the North Carolina
Channel at 8 p.m. Tuesdays and
other times.

Our state has too
much debt already

Thanks to the fiscally responsible policies of the North Caro-
lina General Assembly, state government has some $5 billion in
unspent funds and unanticipated revenues in
its General Fund. And thanks to the fiscally
irresponsible policies of Congress and the
Biden administration, North Carolina will
receive another $5.2 billion in “COVID-19
recovery” funds that will be borrowed from
Chinese investors and other holders of feder-
al treasuries.

Gov. Roy Cooper and his aides have looked

J%H? HkO oD up at that towering, tottering mountain of
John ocke one-time cash and taken its measure. They
Foundation

think it’s too small.

So in the 2021-23 budget proposal he just
released, the governor is recommending that North Car-
olina borrow another $4.6 billion for capital spending on
schools, colleges, universities, museums and other govern-
ment facilities. Some of these projects are clearly worth-
while. Others are pork-barrel giveaways. Still others are
somewhere in the middle — nice-to-haves, let’s say, though
hardly must-haves.

TI'll say two positive things about Cooper’s debt scheme. First,
it is true that, all other things being equal, it is better to borrow
when interest rates are low than when they are high. Second,
Cooper proposes that the new debt be issued as general-obliga-
tion bonds, meaning that North Carolina taxpayers will get to
vote on the package in a bond referendum.

But even at low interest rates, borrowing is costlier
than paying cash. And Cooper proposes to put his massive
borrowing spree on the ballot in an off-year, low-turnout
election. A better approach would be to be put state gov-
ernment’s current surpluses to effective use, including a
concerted effort to pay down the state’s already burdensome
debt load.

While the state currently has $4.1 billion of General Fund
debt on its books, that’s not its only fiscal obligation. The state
has also promised pension and health benefits to current and
former public employees. North Carolina’s pension fund is
better funded than that of most states, but not yet fully funded.
And the unfunded liability for retiree health benefits is stagger-
ing: about $28 billion.

This big hole in North Carolina’s financial position is hardly
invisible. Governor Cooper sees it. His budget even included a
$150 million deposit into the reserve for health benefits. Given
the current surplus, however, this is also pitifully inadequate.

With more than $10 billion in cash to spend, we don’t need
to borrow another $4.6 billion. Instead, the state legislature
should convert that one-time surplus into ongoing benefits for
North Carolinians.

First, I recommend that lawmakers put $1 billion into the
state’s pension fund, $2 billion into the state’s retiree-health
reserve, $500 million into dedicated reserves for disaster relief
and the state’s turbulent Medicaid program, and $2 billion into
the state’s rainy-day reserve.

In the latter case, that would take the rainy-day fund to $3.1
billion, which comes to about 12% of last year’s General Fund
budget. Most economists believe 2021 and 2022 will be banner
years for economic recovery. I certainly hope so. But having a
healthy cushion of operating expenses in the bank is a sensi-
ble precaution, and will keep North Carolina from having to
raise taxes or cut programs with a meat cleaver if bad news
comes.

As for the remaining cash, I think the General Assembly

should do a combination of capital investment and debt re-

QUIT FOGGING (P MY
CRYSTAL BALL AND TLLTELL
YOU WHEN THE PANDEMIC MIGHT
END, YoU MASKLESS FooL! /8

Back to life

Dr. Mandy Cohen, Secretary
of our Department of Health
‘ and Human
Services, is
the respect-
ed face
and voice
most of us
associate
with North
Carolina’s
pandemic
fight.

In arecent
interview with her on PBS
NC, we talked about the num-
bers who had received the
COVID vaccine and I asked
when we might reach “herd
immunity.” She replied that
she doesn’t think so much
about that metric. She equates
the numbers who have shots
with hugs, saying she hasn’t
seen her parents in 15 months
and now that both she and
they have been vaccinated,
she can’t wait to safely hug
them. To Cohen, that’s a sure
sign we were coming back to
life.

In that same interview, Dr.
Cohen talked about the newly
relaxed restrictions that allow
us to gather in small groups
without masks, if all have
their shots. It was no surprise

TOM
CAMPBELL
N.C. Spin

that she quickly cautioned
that we aren’t out of the pan-
demic yet. In addition to the
fact that one in five adults has
had the full course of shots,
what is allowing us more free-
dom is the mitigation efforts
we have practiced thus far. We
need to continue wearing our
masks, keeping respectable
social distances and washing
our hands frequently.

Too many either didn’t
hear or chose to ignore the
last admonition. Across the
state young people gathered,
unmasked and decidedly not
distanced, to socialize, drink
and dance. One such cele-
brant, among a crowd esti-
mated at well over a thousand
in Raleigh said, “We’re like
puppies out of the pound.” Let
us hope the puppies don’t get
COVID.

Over the past month our
state has seen a marked
decline from January’s peak,
however the numbers have
stabilized the past couple of
weeks and may be inching
upward. Cohen is correct
that we aren’t out of the
woods yet. Yes, we are weary
of the restrictions over this
past year. Right now, the
question is whether we can

get enough people vaccinat-
ed fast enough to beat this
pandemic down to a level
where we feel totally com-
fortable returning to eat in
restaurants, going to con-
certs, sporting, church and
other events with crowds.
However, the speed of that
return may be determined by
those who refuse to take the
vaccine.

It is estimated that as
many as 30 percent are ei-
ther hesitant or uncondition-
ally refuse to take the shot.
We hate acknowledging they
might have power to slow
our returning to life as we
knew it, but the unvaccinat-
ed may become a stumbling
block.

In the meantime, we cele-
brate the new freedoms. Like
spring, we may be slowly
emerging and coming back to
life.

Tom Campbell is a former
assistant N.C. State Treasurer
and was the creator/host of
N.C. SPIN, a weekly statewide
television discussion of N.C.
issues that aired on UNC-TV
until 2020. Contact him at
tomcamp@carolinabroadcast-
ing.com.

What’s on your mind?

duction. We absolutely need to upgrade key state assets, from
education and health institutions to prisons and courthouses.
We can do that while also paying down some of our $4.1 billion
in bonded indebtedness, which consumes hundreds of millions
of dollars a year that could be devoted to future operating
expenses or tax relief.

Keep in mind that I'm only talking about North Carolina’s
one-time cash. The state is projecting robust revenue growth
next year, which can fund essential services and pay raises for
public employees.

Politicians make some of their worse decisions during the
“best” of times. Fiscally speaking, that’s where North Carolina
is right now. The governor erred in proposing a new borrowing
spree. Lawmakers should pursue a wiser course.

John Hood (@JohnHoodNC) is chairman of the John Locke
Foundation.
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BY D. LARS DOLDER
News + Record Staff

A burgeoning group of local
philanthropists and religious
leaders are working to establish
accessible long-term resources
for the county’s homeless pop-
ulation, but they say they need
more community support.

Chatham County NC Home-
less Shelters is a nonprofit
founded in January in re-
sponse to the county’s intensi-
fying homelessness crisis. The
state has officially recognized
the group, but the IRS has not
yet approved its application to
fall under 501(c)(3) status.

“There is a growing issue in
our county,” the organization’s
website, chathamhomeless.org,
says as part of its mission. “It’s
one that was present before,
but has been exacerbated by
COVID-19. It’s a rising tide of
homelessness unlike this area
has seen in recent memory.”

“We kind of formed last
fall just by delivering meals
to people staying in hotels,”
said Mack Neeves, the group’s
secretary and a founding mem-
ber. “But we realized just how
bad the situation was as far as
these people struggling to get a
place to stay.”

Neeves spent most of his
career in South Carolina as a
postmaster. After retiring, he
started residential and com-
mercial real estate businesses
before eventually settling in
Chatham, where his wife had
grown up. He’s never worked
in a community relief orga-
nization before, he said, but
upon recognizing the extent of

CHATHAM HOMELESSNESS

New organization hopes to address homeless
crisis with permanent shelter

Chatham’s homeless crisis, he
felt compelled to act.

The situation was grave. As
Neeves made inquiries among
local charities, he learned that
many were running out of funds.
The pandemic had dragged on
longer than anyone expected,
but few would suffer more than
Chatham’s homeless families.

“I mean, some of these peo-
ple, they put them up in hotels,
and they’ve been in hotels for
months,” Neeves said. “Some
have been in there for five
months, but it won’t be afford-
able much longer.”

There are at least 10 home-
less families right now — about
22 individuals — staying in
Siler City’s AmeriVu Inn
and Motor Lodge, Neeves
says. Their stays are funded
by organizations such as the
Salvation Army and Central
Piedmont Community Action.
But Neeves knows of many
unofficially identified home-
less families in Chatham with
appalling living conditions.

“I was talking with people at
the Emergency Housing Fund,
and they’re not even sure exactly
how many are out there,” he said,

“but we know that there are some
out there living in the woods.”

So far, Chatham County NC
Homeless Shelters has not
secured space to house disad-
vantaged Chathamites — but
that’s its ultimate goal.

“We're still just trying to
get this together,” Neeves
said, “So for now we’ve got a
clothes closet where we hand
out clothes to people every first
and third Saturday, and we’ve
got two rooms of food pantry.”

The organization is oper-
ating out of Freedom Family
Church on North Holly Avenue
in Siler City. Neeves’ stepson,
Ben Suggs, is the pastor there
and another founding member
of the homeless shelter.

“We're also delivering meals
to the folks in the hotels every
week,” Neeves said. “We real-
ized it was hard for everybody
to prepare hot meals, so we
hooked up with CORA and we
fix up a box and take it to each
(family) at the hotels that we
know of every week.”

Church donations and part-
nerships with other charitable
organizations have permitted
the group to sustain its modest

operation, but to achieve more
ambitious goals, the shelter
will need widespread commu-
nity support.

“We really want to get as
many churches involved as we
can,” Neeves said. “And there’s
about 200 churches, we were
told by the people over Cha-
tham County.”

The biggest problem in ad-
dressing Chatham’s homeless
crisis, as Neeves and his part-
ners see it, is the absence of a
central and easily identifiable
resource. Many counties and
cities have dedicated homeless
shelters, but Chatham does
not. Food delivery and hotel
stays help with immediate
need, but what about families
who need more intensive long-
term assistance?

“To stay in those hotels, it’s
like $55 to $60 a night, and that
gets pretty expensive after a
while for these organizations
and they’re running out of
funds,” Neeves said. “A well-
run shelter can cut way down
on those costs, though, and
be a place where people know
they can go. So, right now
we’re just trying to find land,
or find a building we could
renovate.”

Neeves couldn’t identify a
specific timeline by which the
organization hopes to establish
its Chatham homeless shelter,
but everything must be accom-
plished “ASAP.”

“I mean, people need it yes-
terday, you know, so our time-
line is as quick as we can try
to get something put together,”
he said. “We’re talking with as
many local people as we can

trying to get help.”

Eventually, when a primary
shelter is operational, Neeves
says the group will expand to
include transitional housing —
probably several tiny houses
where families can stay for lon-
ger periods of time as they work
toward financial independence.

“Then people can move from,
say, a hotel room to a small
house and then to their own
place,” he said. “So, that’s kind
of our long-range goal.”

Before any big plans can
reach fruition, though, Cha-
tham County NC Homeless
Shelters needs more residents
to familiarize themselves with
the organization and its plans,
Neeves said. Neither Cha-
tham’s homeless population,
nor potential backers are that
familiar with the group, its
resources or its future plans.

“We need people to find out
that, hey, you can come right
here and get food, or you can
get clothes,” Neeves said. “But
also, the more people we can
find, they can find out about
what we’re trying to do, and
maybe help us to really get this
thing off the ground — because
there’s definitely a need there
and we want to offer a solu-
tion.”

To learn more about Cha-
tham County NC Homeless
Shelters and to get involved,
visit chathamhomeless.org,
email help@chathamhomeless.
org or call 919-799-7173.

Reporter D. Lars Dolder can be
reached at dldolder @cha-
thamnr.com and on Twitter @
dldolder.

WATER

Continued from page Al

were high, but that was the
highest one we had,” he said.

It takes a lot to surprise Rog-
ers, who specializes in patho-
genic microbiology and has
studied water and food safety
for decades. Before joining
Consumer Reports four years
ago, he worked 18 years as a mi-
crobiologist with the U.S. Dept.
of Agriculture. His career also
includes stints with the U.S.
Army and U.S. Navy, and some
time as a professor at Morgan
State University in Baltimore.
Still, he didn’t expect to find
such high PFAS concentrations
in his latest study.

“I didn’t know that you guys
had those issues,” he said, “and
had been dealing with those
issues for so long.”

PFAS concentrations, even
dangerous amounts, are un-
detectable without specialized
equipment. Their levels are
typically measured in parts per
trillion. For context, the CR re-
port points out, a single part per
trillion is about the size of one
sand grain in an Olympic-sized

pool. Albeit infinitesimal, just a
few parts per trillion can be of
severe detriment to the human
body when consumed regularly
over several years.

Pittsboro’s water sample
contained 80.2 ppt, a staggering
concentration, Rogers said.

“Well, let’s look at it this
way,” he said. “We’re talking
parts per trillion, but we can
just talk about the number ...
Health experts say the level
should be all the way down to
one. But basically, what we're
seeing in Pittsboro is 80 times
the level that health experts
say we should be seeing for
PFAS in water — 80 times. So
that’s really what the issue is.”

The EPA recommends (but
does not require) that water
contain no more than 70 ppt
of PFAS, but that standard is
egregious and outmoded, Rog-
ers says. It has endured from
a time before much research
discovered the seriousness of
PFAS ingestion. In 2021, it’s
especially frightening given
another of PFAS’ grim side ef-
fects: they can mute the body’s
response to vaccine.

“If you're exposed to PFAS,
your body may not respond

high enough to the vaccination
to protect against the infec-

tion that you’ve actually been
vaccinated against,” Rogers
said. “Especially now with
COVID and people trying to get
vaccinated, it’d be sad if you go
through the trouble of getting
the vaccine ... and you’re still
not protected, you still get sick.”

While CR’s investigation
may turn nationwide atten-
tion to Pittsboro’s plight, town
residents and leaders have long
known of their water quality
quandary. Consumer Reports
only corroborated what local
scientists have discovered in
years-long investigations.

In October, a Duke Univer-
sity research group led by
Professor Heather Stapleton,
presented its findings from a
study born of incidental find-
ings. In 2018, while researching
water across the greater Tri-
angle region, Stapleton found
95 ppt of PFAS in Pittsboro’s
drinking water and wanted to
know more. What she found
was worse than expected.

Out of 49 water samples
from different Pittsboro water
supplies, only a handful had
fewer than 100 ppt of PFAS, as

the News + Record previously
reported. The highest recorded
level was 452 ppt.

Such findings and others
from similar reports instigated
a frenzy among Pittsboro’s
leaders and residents to address
the problem. Stifling PFAS at
its source — upriver manufac-
turing plants, the effluent of
which is laden with PFAS —is
likely impossible. That leaves
Pittsboro with the burden of
filtering its water, an expensive
and time-consuming operation.

In recent meetings of the
town’s board of commissioners,
the group has approved plans for
updated water filtration systems
at the municipal water plant that
will filter as much as 90% of all
PFAS from the drinking supply.
But it will take at least a year
for the system to be completed
and operational, and it will cost
millions in unexpected costs.

“It’s a problem that we didn’t
create,” Pittsboro Town Man-
ager Chris Kennedy previously
told the News + Record. “It’s not
right for our residents, especial-
ly as a small community, to be
forced to spend millions of dol-
lars because of others polluting
the water we have to drink.”

For a long-term, systemic solu-
tion, Rogers says, town residents
— and water quality advocates
nationwide — must petition
leaders at the federal level.

“Water is essential to life,” he
said. “... So become activists, be-
come empowered and discover
what you can do to try to correct
this in your communities.”

Without any government
mandate limiting manufacturer
introduction of PFAS into bodies
of water, the root issue will persist
despite local leaders’ best efforts.

“It’s going to take a top-to-bot-
tom approach all the way from
the White House and Congress
down to the local communities
becoming activists to try to fix
this problem,” Rogers said. “Peo-
ple have to write to their local
leaders, their state leaders, write
their congressmen and senators,
and petition them to actually
do something about this — to
support any legislation that will
result in clear, enforceable stan-
dards so we can start correcting
and turning this around.”

Reporter D. Lars Dolder can be
reached at dldolder @cha-
thamnr.com and on Twitter @
dldolder.

Tentative schedule - contingent on status of Covid-19

May 1 Cycling
3 SilverArts Entry Drop off
4 Archery
21 Tee shirt and Packet Pick-up
22 Track/Field
22 Foothall & Softball Throw
22 Fun Walk
24 Golf
24 Croquet
25 Disc Golf
25 Swimming
25 Tennis—Women’s Singles/Men’s Doubles
26 Men’s Bocce
26 Tennis—Men’s Singles/Women’s Doubles
27 Horseshoes
27 Tennis—Mixed Doubles
28 Women’s Bocce
Bowling
Basketball Shoot
Corn Hole
Pickleball
Table Tennis
4 Awards Ceremony

SAVE the DATE

MAY 1—JUNE 4, 2021

Early Bird Registration March 22-April 2, 2021

Registration Deadline: April 16, 2021
Register Online: http://torch.ncseniorgames.org

For More Information:
Liz Lahti, 919-542-4512 ext. 228
liz.lahti@chathamcoa.org
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['ve gotten my revaluation notice. What’s next?

A guide to Chatham County’s reappraisal process

Why have parcels of property
been appraised and revalued?

North Carolina law requires
all counties to conduct a
reappraisal at least once every
eight years. Chatham County
is on a four-year reappraisal
cycle, as are most larger coun-
ties in the state. Reappraisals
distribute the overall property
tax burden equitably across
the county based on updated
fair market values. The new
market values, based on a Jan.
1, 2021, date, will be used by
Chatham’s county commis-
sioners to set a county-only
tax rate (currently at 67 cents
per $100 valuation) and to
calculate tax bills mailed each
summer until the next reap-
praisal occurs.

How were the appraisals done?

Every parcel, whether
it’s residential, commercial,
agricultural or industrial, and
every other privately owned
piece of land, was visited by
one of the staff of appraisers
from Vincent Valuations, a
contractor hired by Chatham
County to perform the reval-
uation. In most cases, mea-
surements were taken and any
improvements — from an add-
ed structure such as a home
or outbuilding to a new deck
or concrete pad — were noted.
Data entry was input into the
company’s computer system
within its temporary offices of
the tax department, and then
recent sales of properties in
Chatham were analyzed and
valuation models and sched-
ules were built for the apprais-

als to make sure valuations
reflected current market value.
All appraisals were checked
again before finalized; notic-

es with new valuations were
mailed March 26 to each Cha-
tham parcel owner.

What is “market value”?

Market value is the most
probable price a property
would bring in an open and
competitive market. There is
evidence that market val-
ues around the county have
changed in different ways since
2017, the last time that reap-
praisal occurred in Chatham
County. Some areas of the
county have seen an increase
in market value, while others
have experienced a decrease in
value. Some areas are staying
about the same.

What happens now?

The county has set aside
the months of April through
August to hear appeals from
property owners who think the
reappraisal of their property
is too high or too low. Cha-
tham has established a Board
of Equalization and Review
— made up of community
members appointed to hear
appeals — to provide a method
for property owners to chal-
lenge revaluations.

For residents who agree
with the value, no response or
action is needed. For those who
disagree with their value, they
may request an appeal after
they have taken the opportuni-
ty to review and compare other
properties using the tools and

methods as outlined below.

How do | appeal my assessed
value?

The deadline to appeal is 5
p.m. on May 6.

Residents who disagree with
their reappraisal value may
go to the Comparable Sales
application (located at https://
gisservices.chathamcountync.
gov/taxrequest/) and review
the information on file for their
properties and report any out-
dated or incorrect information
to the Chatham County Tax
Office. On the county’s website,
homeowners can compare
their property value with the
sale prices of similar proper-
ties.

If all information is up to date
and there is still a disagreement
with the assessed value, resi-
dents may file an appeal with
the Board of Equalization and
Review and schedule a hearing.
Appeals may be filed at https://
gisservices.chathamcountync.
gov/taxrequest. After the Board
of Equalization and Review
hears the appeal, the resident
will receive written notification
of his or her property value in
the mail.

Residents can support their
appeal with the following:
Comparable sales or compa-
rable sales reports from the
property owner, Chatham
County’s online sales database
or areal estate professional;
pictures showing the proper-
ty’s inner and outer features
and condition, including any
upgrades; a copy of a recent
fee appraisal for the property,

such as one done in connection
with the purchase or refinance
of the property.

What will my tax bill be? Will it
go up because my property value
increased?

The amount of the final 2021
tax bill cannot be determined
until the tax rate is established.
The tax rate is determined an-
nually by the Chatham County
taxing jurisdictions based on
their budget needs.

I’m curious about recent prop-
erty sales. How can | check out
property sales data?

The Chatham County
Geographic Information
Systems (GIS) Department
has launched the Comparable
Sales application, an interac-
tive mapping application which
can be used to explore recent
property sales data within
Chatham County. Residents
may enhance understanding of
their property’s tax appraisal
value by examining sales of
properties that are similar
to their own. The application
provides several tools and ac-
companying documentation to
simplify the task of real estate
research within the county.

This application features
property sales data from Janu-
ary 1, 2019, to January 1, 2021.
It also includes current tax
parcel information, reference
mapping layers and aerial
photography. The application
is available on the GIS website
at https://chathamncgis.maps.
arcgis.com/home/index.html.
The GIS and Tax Departments
are also collaborating to de-
velop a few additional applica-
tions including a GIS Hub Site

that will centralize access to
tax-related GIS applications.
The direct link for the applica-
tion is https://gisservices.
chathamcountync.gov/prop-
ertysales.

A demo video is available
for more information on how
the application works. The
demonstration video direct
link is https://gisservices.
chathamcountync.gov/prop-
ertysales/demo.

Are there any tax relief pro-
grams available?

There are tax relief pro-
grams for the elderly or
disabled: the disabled veteran
exclusion, circuit breaker
property tax deferment and the
present use value tax deferral
program. Residents may go to
www.chathamcountync.gov/
taxrelief and click on the prop-
erty tax assistance evaluator to
check qualifications for a tax
relief program.

When will Chatham County’s
new tax rate be set?

Commissioners are sched-
uled to work on the county’s
2021-22 budget in work sessions
scheduled for May 20, 21 and
25. The county must adopt
a budget — which includes
establishing an ad valorem, or
property, tax rate — before the
new fiscal year begins July 1.

What if | still have questions?

Questions about the reap-
praisal process may be directed
to the Tax Office at 919-542-8211
or tax.revaluation@chatham-
countync.gov.

- CN+R Staff Reports, Chatham
County Government

VALUATION
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owner of Vincent Valuations, the com-
pany contracted to perform Chatham’s
revaluation.

“What we plan for, the first two
weeks, is to have a large influx of
questions and appeals,” Vincent told
the News + Record. “If you want my
honest opinion, so far, it’s been very un-
derwhelming versus what we planned
for. Right now we have approximately
300 or so appeals. But this is a lot less
phone calls and a lot less appeals than
what we planned for.”

Vincent said he advises his client
counties to plan for what he calls “a 10-
10-10” reaction to a reappraisal — with
10% of parcel owners (in Chatham’s
case, about 4,600 of the nearly 46,000
parcels appraised) appealing initially
on at least an informal basis. About 10
percent of those — which in Chatham’s
case would be 460, or 10% of the 4,600
expected informal or inquiries — would
go the county’s board of equalization
and review. And of those cases, about
10% — fewer than 50 — would take a
failed local appeal to the state tax com-
mission.

Chatham may not follow that general
rule of thumb, he said. But with the May
6 appeal deadline still four weeks away,
Vincent, Williams and the county’s tax
staff are still answering questions and
trying to educate property owners about
the revaluation process. A detailed bro-
chure — titled “Understanding the 2021
General Reappraisal” — was included
(with both English and Spanish versions)
with each notice and includes answers to

frequently-asked questions. Vincent and
Williams are continuing to make presen-
tations about the reappraisal to public
and private groups, and, in Vincent’s
words, “getting out there with as much
PR (public relations) as possible.”

“The typical questions we hear are,
‘Why did I get this notice?”” Vincent
said. “‘Are my taxes going to go up?’
‘What happens if I don’t agree with
this?” Just general questions. And one
of the first questions we ask is, ‘Well, do
you have the pamphlet in front of you
that you received in your notices?” And
what we’ll do is we’ll direct them to it be-
cause a lot of the questions we’re getting
asked are answered in that pamphlet.”

For callers claiming their valuation is
too high — and in the rare cases where
a property owner thinks the valua-
tion is too low — the staff is walking
everyone through the same process: go
to the “2021 Revaluation” portion of the
county’s website, review the compara-
bles around your property, and if you
still disagree with the value and the in-
formation on your valuation is correct,
file an appeal with evidence to support
your argument.

Vincent and Williams emphasized
the “fair market value” goal of the
reappraisal, and said different portions
of the county saw valuation increases
higher than others.

“Well, when we talk about that, we're
bringing (all portions of) the county
up to what their fair market value is,”
Vincent said. “So the change may not
be consistent in (each of those) areas.
But that’s because the market value is
changing at a different pace.”

It’s typical in a revaluation — and
chatter on social media in Chatham

22 ok BN

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Boys & Girls Club
groundbreaking

Pittsboro Boys & Girls Club and the Kiwanis Club will hold a groundbreaking

ceremony at noon on Saturday at Kiwanis Park. ‘Kiwanis will be hosting the
Boys & Girls Club,’ said Pittsboro Commissioner Kyle Shipp, ‘so we want to
celebrate the partnership and give everyone an update on our plans for the
building and the club.’ Hobbs Architects and their partners are completing
plans for renovations to the facility and work is expected to begin soon.
The event will be outdoors to permit social distancing and masks are

encouraged.

County confirms this — for someone
whose property appraisal has increased
significantly to think their own property
would never sell for its new valuation. If
you’re one of those, Vincent says, review
your property data contained in your
reappraisal — such as the number of
bedrooms and bathrooms, total square
footage, etc. — to make sure it’s correct.
Then, go online to compare it to recent
sales where you live.

“Some people don’t necessarily follow
the real estate market,” he said. “So
they might not know that their neigh-
bor’s house just sold for $250,000. They
think the market in their neighborhood
is $175,000. But the sales, the recent
sales, are showing something different.
So we would ask them to compare their
property to similar properties in their
area. And then if they still disagree
with their value, we would ask them to
go ahead and file an appeal.”

But the appeal should include evi-
dence to support the value — a recent
fee appraisal, for example, that’s fewer
than two years old, or something about
the property that appraisers from
Vincent Valuations may not have seen
during their visit, such as structural
damage needing repaire.

“And in some of these rapidly changing
areas, it’s important to remember that if
your fee appraisal is from the first quarter
of 2019, your market may have changed,
even since your fee appraisal was done
two years ago,” Vincent said. “So that’s
what we're seeing in that aspect. And
that’s what I would tell them, again ... just
review, compare and appeal.”

Countywide reappraisals “don’t hap-
pen every single day,” Vincent said, so
some element of confusion is under-

standable.

“So there are always a lot of ques-
tions,” he said. “And not everybody’s
going to be happy with their value.
But we try to help them through the
process, and help them understand the
process the best that they can. And if
someone does file an appeal, we will
review all the information that’s sub-
mitted. And there is a process for that.
So we may agree with their appeal. We
may disagree with their appeal. But
there is a process, and we try to give
everybody due process.”

Chatham County Manager Dan
LaMontagne said the reappraisal indi-
cated the county continues to see rapid
growth. And along with such growth, he
said, comes the need for more services
from local governments to support it.

“Estimates of revenue and expenses
to bring a balanced budget to the board
of commissioners are still being for-
mulated,” he said. “That being said, we
already know of a number of expenses
that are needed to support this growth.
The new Seaforth High School will be
opening next year with an estimat-
ed operating cost of approximately
$2.3 million. We have also limited the
expansion of staffing over the last two
years while the growth in the county
has outpaced the addition of staff. Most
departments have been handling the
increased workload with limited re-
sources. These and other expenses will
be considered along with the projected
revenues as we prepare the balanced
budget.”

LaMontagne and his staff are “still
early” in the 2021-22 budget process, he
said, and “far from discussion about the
tax rate at this time.”

of Pilfsbors

Looking to get
involved? Meeting
every Wednesday at
noon, via Zoom, for ?& '
those who want to £
engage in “Service
above Self.” Connect
via Facebook for more
info: facebook.com/
rotarypbo

Chatham Homes Realty

Gave scholarships
to local seniors from
Northwood High

to continue their
education.

Mobile: 919-619-0047 (Lonnie) - Mobile: 919-524-7476 (Julie)
Mobile: 919-799-1692 (Jennifer)

Wrote and delivered
cards to our local
residents at assisted
living homes for various
holidays.

Donated around 70
turkeys and all the
fixings to CORA food
pantry at Thanksgiving.

Brought to you by the
CHR Land team, Lonnie,
Julie, & Jennifer
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The taxman cometh

Back in 2017, I had just started
working in the finance industry when
then-President
Donald Trump
bushwhacked his way
through a largely hos-
tile Congress to push
his landmark achieve-
ment — the Tax Cuts

and Jobs Act.
Trump bragged
goLLI:‘)RESR that his law ushered
- in the biggest tax cuts
Enterprising America had ever
Chatham seen. That wasn’t

quite true — in recent history, Rea-
gan’s monumental 1981 rollbacks were
bigger, as were, ironically, Obama’s
extensions of Bush-era tax reductions.
Still, the change in tax policy was sub-
stantial, and almost every American
saved money as a result.

But the program came with a conspic-
uous asterisk. Not a single Democrat vot-
ed in support, forcing Republicans to set-
tle for a diluted version of their reform.
The tax cuts were necessarily temporary,
set to expire at the end of 2025.

That sent tax planners and financial
advisers into ferment. They’d been gift-
ed a rare moment of prescience — taxes
would likely remain at their lowest
floor in decades until 2026, at which
point they would almost surely spike.

It changed the investment game.

For decades, most American workers
have housed their retirement savings
between two primary investment vehi-
cles: 401(k)s and Individual Retirement
Accounts, or IRAs. In many ways, they
do the same thing. The big difference
is that 401(k)s are offered by employers
and IRAs, as the name suggests, are
opened by individuals themselves.

But here’s the key similarity — both
are tax-deferred investment accounts.
You don’t pay taxes on any of the

money you invest until what time you
decide to withdraw it.

“There are several different types
of accounts that you can invest in
that have different taxation related
to them,” Wealth Advisor Stephen M.
Thomas, of Siler City’s Valor Private
Wealth LLC, told me. “... With the most
popular, like 401(k)s, you pay the taxes
later when you’re pulling money out of
them.”

It’s one of Uncle Sam’s neatest tricks.
For about 40 years, or however long you
stay in the workforce, the arrangement
feels like a steal. Set aside money, don’t
pay taxes, benefit from compounding
interest. What could be better? But
eventually, ol’ Sam gets his, and it’s
often more than fresh retirees expect.

“I have a lot of clients come to me
when they’re already near retirement,”
Thomas said, “and they wish they’d
come earlier because they didn’t realize
what they could have saved.”

Investors don’t have to defer taxation.
Some investment accounts, notably
Roth IRAs, house after-tax money.
Choosing between a traditional tax-de-
ferred account or something such as a
Roth, then, has always been a gamble.
Do you think taxes will be lower when
you retire? Then deferment makes good
sense.

But if taxes are going up, pay off now
as much as you can.

“Generally speaking, in the short
term,” Thomas said, “with all the gov-
ernment spending that has taken place
and is likely to continue taking place,
I’'m really worried about an uptick in
taxation. It’s already on the table.”

Thomas was careful to emphasize
that he is not authorized to give tax
advice (three other CFPs wouldn’t talk
to me at all). But I've heard dozens of
finance experts issue explicit warnings
behind closed doors. The writing is on

the wall: taxes will go up.

We’re seeing it play out on the Hill.
President Biden, still in his first 100
days, has lambasted Trump’s tax policy
as reckless and short-sighted. The
country’s top earners will almost sure-
ly see their taxes go up in coming years.
For now, it seems the middle- and low-
er-classes are spared the tax collector’s
ire, but it won’t last. The national debt
is soaring; it’s on track to hit $30 trillion
before year’s end.

“It seems logical that taxes would
have to go higher to pay for our govern-
ment’s debt,” Thomas said.

Already in 2017, when Republicans
slashed taxes, Democrats and econ-
omists alike cried fiscal immaturity.
Many have spent the last four years
promising to repeal Trump’s tax plan.
It looks like Biden won’t be the one to
do it, but he’s only delaying the inevi-
table.

The taxman cometh; ye be warned.

Other business news

- The state treasurer of North
Carolina, Dale Folwell, will be visiting
Chatham’s Chamber of Commerce on
April 14 to discuss the pandemic’s effect
on fiscal health.

“Treasurer Folwell looks forward to
updating the members of the Cha-
tham Chamber of Commerce about
the economic impact of COVID-19 in
North Carolina and how the state is
doing financially overall,” Joah Bick-
ley, intern to the treasurer, said in an
announcement. “As chairman of the
Local Government Commission, Trea-
surer Folwell is uniquely suited to talk
to your members about the impact the
slowdown will have on local govern-
ments and businesses across the state.
After his brief message, he will open
the floor to questions from participants
to ensure open communication and

transparency from the Office of the
State Treasurer.”

If you’d like to attend, RSVP by email
to CherylL@ccucc.net.

« The Chatham Chamber of Com-
merce welcomed five new members last
week. They are the Pinehurst Medical
Clinic, a locally owned and managed
healthcare provider serving Chatham
and eight other counties across the
Piedmont; Sentry Residential, a mili-
tary-based real estate firm “serving the
military first but helping all people;”
M2Graphics LLC, a screen printing and
embroidery store; Island Express LLC,
a transportation company specializ-
ing in “the safe, efficient, and reliable
remediation, transport, and disposal
of various liquids, solids and sludge
for manufacturing plants, industrial
sites, landfills and spill/accident sites;”
and Kinsey @ Donian Marketing, Inc,
sales representatives for the automotive
aftermarket collision repair industry.

« The Modern Woodsmen of America,
one of the country’s largest fraternal
benefits societies with more than $15
billion in assets, recognized J.B. Griffith
IIT of neighboring Randolph County
last month as one of its top salesman.
For his accomplishments, Griffith was
named to the organization’s president’s
cabinet.

“This distinction recognizes Griffith’s
high achievement in the sales of finan-
cial products to meet families’ protec-
tion, savings and retirement needs,” the
society released in a statement. “Grif-
fith ranks among the organization’s top
representatives nationwide.”

The local Modern Woodmen office is
located in Liberty. To enlist the group’s
services, contact Griffith at 336-622-6020.

Reporter D. Lars Dolder can be reached
at dldolder @chathamnr.com and on
Twitter @dldolder.

EXHIBIT
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to do that.”

Brooks first discovered
art when she was “very
young,” she said, and
quickly started challeng-
ing herself to develop as
an artist. She picked up
painting her sophomore
year, practicing almost
every day.

While art is a hobby
she enjoys and that keeps
her busy, it’s more than
that, Brooks said. Art
also helps her to escape
reality, and to deal with
reality when it’s hard or
when she’s struggling
with her mental health.

“When I'm sad or mad,
to slow down, I pick up
my paintbrush and my
paints,” she said. “And
then I'm just in my own
little world where I feel
like I can do no wrong
or harm to anything. I'm
just myself, and I create
anything that I put my
mind to.”

As she continues to

push herself as an artist,
Brooks said she hopes to
be featured in in-person
galleries and museums.
Last week, JMArts —
the Jordan-Matthews
Arts Foundation — an-

‘Symbol of strength,” Brooks’ digital work commissioned by JMArts for the
first-ever JMArts spring greetings cards.

nounced Brooks was
commissioned to create
work for the first-ever
JMArts spring greetings
cards — now on sale at
rb.gy/x1ajla. Brooks is a
JMArts Scholar, mean-

[:hatham County Solid Waste & Recycling

Earth Day Event
’ Saturday, April 17,2021 9:00 am to 3:00 pm

FREE DOCUMENT SHREDDING

Residents can bring three boxes or bags of documents
from their house. No businesses.

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE

Residents can bring household hazardous waste items for
proper disposal. New limit of 20 gallons of latex paint cans.

COMPOST BIN SALES

Backyard compost bins are available for purchase. $45
each. $5 for kitchen collector. Cash, check, debit, or credit.

Spring mulch sales are scheduled as usual from 7:30 am to Noon
We load, you haul. $5 per small scoop (~1 cubic yard) and $10 per large scoop.
All loads must be secured. Mulch sales are cash or check only.

Solid Waste & Recycling Main Facility
28 County Services Road, Pittshoro

For more details-

www.chathamcountync.gov/recycle
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ing she was awarded a
scholarship to continue
art study over the sum-
mer.

Her digital work, “sym-
bol of strength,” will
appear on greeting cards
sold by JMArts to raise
money for J-M artists,
the organization said in
an email. Brooks received
$100 for the rights to
reproduce her work, and
the back of each card
lists her name along with
a short artist statement.

“We wanted this proj-
ect to be a learning ex-
perience for Tiana in the
real world of commercial
art, and the process of
working with a client
that has specific needs,”
said JMArts organizer
Rose Pate, who is the
school’s media specialist.
“I’'m very pleased with
how Tiana developed

Image commissioned by JMArts for $100
as a result of Tiana’s outstanding body of
work as a JM student.

Size: Cards are 4 x 5.5 inches and have a
blank inside for personal messages.
Cost: $10 for a pack of ten cards with 12
envelopes, or $13 if mailed.

When: The cards are expected to be
available in late April.

Submitted photo

Jordan-Matthews Senior Tiana Brooks with her

mixed-media piece, ‘Say Their Names.’ The piece
was selected to be displayed at this year’s virtual
Emerging Artists Invitational -
35 students in the state to be featured.

Brooks is one of

‘That’s all | can really hope for, is

for people to feel the emotions |

felt — whether its sadness, anger,
disappointment, whatever it is, from this
piece and just express those feelings the
best way they can.’

TIANA BROOKS, Jordan-Matthews High School senior

through that process,
gaining experience in
both its creative and
technical aspects.”

“She’s not only a
talented artist, but one of
the nicest, most decent
people I've had the
privilege to work with,”
added Chip Pate, Rose’s
husband, who helped
organize JMArts.

Ultimately, Brooks
wants her art to continue
to be seen by others so
they can feel the emo-
tions and hard work that
goes into each and every
piece.

“We often hear that life
imitates art, but art also
imitates life,” said Brooks’
art teacher Rahkie Ma-
teen-Mason in another
JMArts release announc-
ing her exhibit feature. “In
Tiana’s piece, ‘Say their
Names’, Tiana tackled

a really tough subject. I
think what I admire most
about Tiana is that her art
is so personal that it often
becomes universal.”

Brooks hopes peo-
ple who see the piece
will feel the emotions
in the painting, and
spread awareness for
the women of color who
lost their lives to police
brutality.

Some of the names re-
flected in her piece include
Natasha McKenna, Alexia
Christian, Shelly Frey,
Yvette Smith, India Beaty,
Sherida Davis, Breonna
Taylor and Sandra Bland.

“That’s all I can real-
ly hope for, is for people
to feel the emotions I
felt — whether its sad-
ness, anger, disappoint-
ment, whatever it is,
from this piece and just
express those feelings

the best way they can,”
Brooks said. “I didn’t
expect my piece to
make it into the show,
but it was exciting ...
And I couldn’t help but
feel blessed that I was
able to make it.”

In the past, the Emerg-
ing Artist exhibition took
place in the art gallery and
culminated with a special
program for students, but
because of the COVID-19
pandemic, the works are
in a virtual exhibition
through April 19.

You can view the online
exhibit at: https://www.
highpoint.edu/artde-
sign/2021/03/11/emerg-
ing artists_2021/.

Reporter Hannah Mc-
Clellan can be reached
at hannah@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
HannerMcClellan.
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Martha.

Jason Brogan officiating.

City, N.C. 27344.

home.com.

BERA ‘BEA’ EDWARDS WILLIAMS

‘ Bera “Bea” Edwards Williams,

88, of Staley passed away on Friday,
April 2, 2021, at Moses H. Cone Me-
morial Hospital, Greensboro.

Mrs. Williams was born in Ran-
dolph County on February 7, 1933,
the daughter of Murphy and Lou
Emma Henson Edwards. Bea loved
her family. She was a member of
the First Baptist Church, where she
sang in the Church Choir and was a
member of the Rachel Allred Sunday
School Class. Bea spent her working
years as a poultry farmer. She was a member of the Dig
and Dream Garden Club and was a fantastic seamstress. In
addition to her parents, Bea was preceded in death by her
husband of 62 years, John Calvin Williams; sister, Geraldine
Edwards; son-in-law, Bob Davis, and other half-brothers and

She is survived by her daughters, Carol Davis of Chatta-
nooga, Tennessee, and Sue Scotton (Bill) of Staley; son, Ed
“Punchy” Williams (Martha) of Staley; sister, Gwendolyn
Edwards Churchwell of Siler City; grandchildren, Christo-
pher Williams (Leslie), Zach Scotton (Jenn), Katie Scotton,
Andrew Williams (Mary Beth); great-grandchildren, Gavin
Crumpler, Gabriella, Graciana, Granton and Griffin Wil-
liams, Griffin and Baby Girl Scotton; step-grandchildren, Bo
Davis (Ruth), Beth Stefanko (Mike); step-great grandchil-
dren, Rob and Riley Davis, and Logan and Garrett Stefanko.

The family would like to send a special thank you to her
caretakers Debbie Rancourt and Sandra Franklin.

Mrs. Williams Laid in Repose on Monday, April 5, 2021,
from 1 to 5 p.m. at Smith & Buckner Funeral Home, 230
North Second Avenue, Siler City, N.C. The family received
friends at other times at the home of her son, “Punchy” and

A graveside service was held at 11 a.m. Tuesday, April
6, 2021, at Staley Cemetery, Main Street, Staley, with Rev.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the First
Baptist Church, 314 N. 2nd Ave., Siler City, N.C. 27344, or
Liberty Home Care and Hospice, 401 East Third Street, Siler

Smith & Buckner assisted the Williams family.
Online condolences may be made at www.pughfuneral-

BILLY BANKS BOGGS

Mr. Billy Banks Boggs, 90,
of Sanford, died Wednesday,
March 31, 2021, at First Health
Hospice in Pinehurst.

Graveside service was held
at 2 p.m. Saturday, April 3, 2021,
at the Juniper Springs Baptist
Church Cemetery with Rev. J.
Scott Finicum officiating.

Mr. Boggs was born in Lee
County, son of Robert Frank-
lin and Camilla Cox Boggs.

He was preceded in death by
his parents, a son, Billy Banks
Bogg Jr., a sister, Minnie L.
Angell, Betty Jean Boggs Beal
and brothers, Robert Boggs,
Ed Boggs, Albert Boggs,
William Boggs and Richard

Boggs. Billy was a veteran of
the United States Army and
retired from Sanford Produce
Company.

Surviving is his wife of 68
years, Libby Thomas Boggs
of the home; daughter, Mari-
lyn Hunter of Raleigh; a son,
Carl W. Boggs of Sanford,;
six grandchildren, and eight
great-grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers, the family
request memorial donations
are made to Broadway United
Methodist Church or C.A.R.A
(Carolina Animal Rescue and
Adoption) in Sanford.

Online condolences can be
made at www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com.

JOHN TERRY

Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021.

Insurance Agent.

sonfh.com.

EFFINGHAM, S.C. - John Kerr Terry, 80, passed away on

The family will have a memorial service honoring John
on Sunday, April 11, 2021, at 1:00 p.m. at Coastal Carolina
Skydive, 4019 Long Beach Rd. SE, Southport, N.C. 28461.

Born in Guilford County, North Carolina, he was the
son of the late James and Elizabeth Terry. John served his
country in the U.S. Army. Before retiring, he was a Licensed

Surviving are his wife, Diane Mosier Terry; son, Patrick
(Teresa) Terry; step-son, Derek (Lindsay) Mosier; daugh-
ter, Suzette (Chris) Spears, Michelle (Terry) Wheeler;
step-daughter, Stephanie (Lonnie) Wiggins; 12 grandchil-
dren and eight great-grandchildren.

You are invited to sign the guestbook at www.laytonander-

Services provided by Layton-Anderson Funeral Home,
4210 W. Palmetto St., Florence, S.C. 29501.

STEVEN ‘STEVFE’
ANDREW HERIER

Steven “Steve” Andrew
Herier, 55, of Pittsboro, died
Wednesday, March 31, 2021, at
home.

There will be a celebration of
life for family and close friends
at his home on Saturday, April
10, 2021, from 1 to 4 p.m.

Surviving are his wife, Paula
(Minix) Herier; daughters;
Brittany Herier, Kami Herier,
and Shelby Borgmann;, step-
children, Brandon and Camy
Boisvert; three grandsons; and
two brothers, Brian Herier, and
David Herier.

In lieu of flowers, if you
choose to honor his life, dona-
tions can be made to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital.

Condolescenses may be
made at www.donaldsonfuner-
als.com.

SYLVIA VERNICE MARSH

Sylvia Vernice Marsh, 65, of
Garner, passed away on Friday,
March 26, 2021, at her home.

Services will be held at a
later date.

She was born in Moore
County on April 29, 1955, to the
late Harold Vernon Marsh and
Edith Bailey Marsh. Sylvia
worked 40 years in the electric
energy industry.

She is survived by her
sisters, Tommie Poindexter of
Sanford and Robin Dunlap of
Youngsville; brother, Kenneth
Marsh of Savannah, Georgia.

Arrangements are by Bridg-
es-Cameron Funeral Home.

Condolences may be made at
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

PATRICIA BUCHANAN
WORRELL

Patricia Buchanan Worrell,
72, of Sanford, passed away on
Friday, April 2, 2021, at her home.

A memorial service was held
at 1 p.m. Tuesday, April 6, 2021,
at the Smith Funeral Home
Chapel in Broadway.

She was born on August 4,
1948, the daughter of Lonnie
Walker Buchanan and Bessie
Mae Wilson Buchanan. She
was preceded in death by her
parents, and siblings, Curtis
Buchanan, Lee Buchanan,
Morgan Buchanan, Shirley
Buchanan, Nellie Thomas, Hel-
en Buchanan Poe and Vivian
Thomas. Pat was a graduate of
Deep River High School.

Surviving is her husband
of 52 years, Jerry Worrell of
the home; daughters, Deanna
Worrell Harris of Sanford, and
Kimberly Worrell McElveen
of Little River, S.C.; sisters,
Esther Dawkins and Laverne
Bowling, both of Sanford;
three grandchildren and one
great-grandchild.

Online condolences can be
made at: www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com.

ANNIE MAE (WILLIAMS)
DOUGLAS

Graveside service was held
at 12 noon, April 3, 2021, at Lee
Memory Garden, Sanford.

LEON WAYNE
PATTERSON

Leon Wayne Patterson, 45, of
Sanford passed away on Friday,
April 2, 2021, at his residence.

Services entrusted to Knotts
Funeral Home.

CHERESE WASHINGTON

Cherese Washington, 55,
of Goldston, passed away
Friday, March 26, 2021, at
Moore Regional Hospital,
Pinehurst.

A funeral service was held
at 3 p.m. Friday, April 2, 2021,
at Knotts Funeral Home in
Sanford.

PAUL NICHOLAS AUSTIN

Paul Nicholas Austin, 41,
of Chapel Hill, passed away
Friday, March 19, 2021, in
Raleigh.

A service summary is not
available

Services entrusted to
Knotts Funeral Home, Chapel
Hill.

RENE EFRAIN ROBLES
MARTINEZ

Rene Efrain Robles Mar-
tinez, 64, of Sanford, passed
away on Sunday, March 28,
2021, at UNC Hospice Home,
Pittsboro.

Burial took place on Sat-
urday, April 3, 2021, at Lee
Memory Garden.

MARY ANN (FARRISH)
STALEY

Mary Ann Farrish Staley, 74,
of Siler City, passed away on
Monday, March 29, 2021, at her
home.

Services entrusted to Knotts
and Son.

RONALD K. TUTTLE

Ronald K. Tuttle, 61, of Pitts-
boro passed away on Saturday,
March 20, 2021.

Services entrusted to the
Cremation Society of the Car-
olinas.

MARGARET MABLE
(MCLEAN) COTTON

Margaret Mable McLean
Cotton, 77, passed away on
Saturday, March 27, 2021, at
her home.

Funeral service was held
at 2 p.m. Saturday, April
3, 2021, at St. Mark United
Church of Church in San-
ford.

VIOLA SMITH

Viola Smith, 70, of San-
ford, passed away Tuesday,
March 30, 2021, at her resi-
dence.

A graveside service was
held at 12 p.m. Friday,
April 2, 2021, at Minter
Cemetery.

WE’RE OPEN: County’s reopening
plans for libraries, parks, Ag Center

CN+R Staff Reports

PITTSBORO — Cha-
tham County has an-
nounced the reopening
of major facilities after
being closed throughout
the COVID-19 pandemic,
with county libraries,
Parks and Recreation fa-
cilities and the Chatham
County Agriculture and
Conference Center pro-
viding modified in-person
services to the public
beginning April 5.

Building capacity is
not to exceed more than
50 people at one time per
N.C. Executive Order 204
issued by Gov. Roy Coo-

Photo courtesy of Chatham County

The entrance to Chatham County’s Agriculture &
Conference Center in Pittsboro.

Photo courtesy of Chatham County

Chatham County’s Agriculture & Conference
Center in Pittsboro.

call 919-545-8551 or visit
chathamcountync.gov/
parks-recreation.

Agriculture and
Conference Center

The Chatham County
Agriculture and Con-
ference Center is now
taking reservations for
meetings and events for
external groups. Events
and meetings must com-
ply with the gathering
limit of 50 people indoors
and 100 people outdoors,
with 6-feet social dis-
tancing and face cov-
erings required. These
requirements are subject

per on March 23. Services
will be modified, and
safety precautions will
remain in place based on
state health guidelines.
“I am grateful that
our departments have
continued to adapt and
find creative ways to
serve the public during
this challenging year,
and we appreciate the
community’s patience,”
said Chatham County
Manager Dan LaMon-
tagne. “As the state eases
restrictions, we look for-
ward to interacting with
community members and
offering the in-person
customer service that we

have all missed over the
last year.”

The following is an
overview of reopening
plans for the various
facilities:

Chatham County
Libraries

All Chatham County
library branches (Pitts-
boro, Goldston and Siler
City) reopened on April
5 with limited hours of
operation from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. Monday through
Friday. In addition to
abiding by the 50-person
limit inside each facility,
browsing collections and

checkout is limited to

30 minutes per patron.
People are encouraged

to use one of three self-
serve stations for contact-
less checkout (Pittsboro
branch only).

Public computer use
will be first come, first
served, and will be for
the duration of one hour
per day, per patron.
Individuals must use
their allotted time in one
session. Computer users
are not permitted to leave
and return to a computer
workstation mid-session.
Computer lab capacity
has been reduced at
all branches to ensure

proper social distancing;
eight PC stations at the
Pittsboro branch, four at
Wren Memorial in Siler
City, and four at the Gold-
ston branch.

Curbside service is still
available by appointment
only. External book drops
are open at all locations.
More information about
the library’s services and
programs may be found
at chathamlibraries.org.

County Parks
& Recreation
Department

While the Chatham
County Parks and Recre-

SUBSCRIBE

www.chathamnewsrecord.com

ation’s outdoor facilities
have been open to the
public, the department
began accepting indoor
reservations April 5.
Residents must comply
with the gathering limit
of 50 people indoors and
100 people outdoors, with
6-feet social distancing and
face coverings required.
For more information
about indoor reserva-
tions, programs and
events, residents may

to change as gathering
restrictions and safety
guidelines may change.
Enhanced cleaning proto-
cols will be used between
events, including electro-
static spraying of event
spaces and wiping down
of hard surfaces.

More information
about the Ag Center’s
facilities and services
and how to reserve them
can be found at chatham-
meetings.com.

Charles
Campbell

'CHATHAM MONUMENT €O

[t

Greg
Campbell

Quality Mondiﬁénfs At Affordable Prices
Phone: 663-3120

Over 50 years experience designing, lettering and erecting
monuments in Siler City and surrounding area.
L Opposite Smith & Buckner Funeral Home y
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- Junior Carleigh Gentry, color pho-
tography, fourth place

- Junior Ciley Beavers, fiber arts, fifth
place

« Senior Jacob Ziblay, woodworking,
second place

Chatham Central educators Marijo
Measamer and Cassadi Walden provide
direction for the school’s Betas.

- Chatham County Schools

The NCAE Apple RV to stop
in Chatham on its 100-county
‘We Heart Public Schools’ tour

Volunteers to collect supplies for
Chatham Mutual Aid, for families
in Chatham County Schools

PITTSBORO — The North Carolina
Association of Educators’ (NCAE) “We
Heart Public Schools” statewide tour
stops in Chatham County on Saturday,
April 10th, as the “NCAE Apple RV”
will makes three stops in Chatham
County for a drive-thru rally. Donations
of food and household items will be col-
lected for families in Chatham County
Schools benefiting Chatham County
Mutual Aid.

The “We Heart Public Schools” tour
stops in one county each school day
of the spring semester to spread the
word on the value of public schools
across North Carolina. NCAE’s Apple
RV is currently rolling through east-
ern North Carolina and will finish the
semester in the mountains of western
N.C. in May. The Apple RV has stopped
in 38 counties so far and is on pace to
finish visiting its 100th county just be-
fore schools finish for the summer.

WHO: The North Carolina Associa-
tion of Educators & Chatham County

- Chatham County Association of
Educators

N.C. lawmakers say schools must
go back to teach reading using
phonics

Last week North Carolina law
makers voted to require public schools
to use phonics to teach reading — re-
quiring the state’s PreK-5 teachers to
receive training on the “science of read-
ing,” a type of literacy instruction that
stresses phonics, or reading by associ-
ating sounds with letters.

The legislation was passed by the
Senate unanimously on March 31, the
News & Observer reported, and created
bonuses to encourage teachers to work
in a summer reading program.

The bill, the Excellent Public Schools
Act of 2021, was filed on Monday and
now awaits action from Gov. Roy Coo-
per. He previously vetoed a similar bill
in 2019, but this year’s legislation has
more support.

“This is one issue that I believe there
is broad consensus across party lines,
philosophic lines and increasingly in
education as to the appropriate and
effective way to teach our kids how to
read,” Republican Senate leader Phil
Berger, a primary sponsor of the leg-
islation, said last Wednesday, the N&O
reported.

The bill makes changes to the state’s
Read To Achieve program, which was
created in 2012 and aims to improve stu-
dent reading proficiency by third grade.
The legislation would require the State
Board of Education to make literacy
instruction standards based on “the sci-
ence of reading,” and would mean the
state Department of Public Instruction
hiring Voyager Sopris Learning to train
teachers across the state.

More than 3
million pounds
of roadside litter
collected this year

RALEIGH — As part of
its litter removal efforts,
N.C. Dept. of Transpor-
tation crews, contractors
and volunteers have now
collected more than 3 mil-
lion pounds of litter from
roadsides this year.

“This is great progress
towards making North
Carolina cleaner and
safer,” said state Trans-
portation Secretary Eric
Boyette. “But the real
challenge will be sus-
taining these litter-free
roadways. We must all
work towards stopping
litter at its source.”

NCDOT reports that the
agency and its partners
have removed 3.1 million
pounds of litter since Jan. 1.

North Carolinians who
wish to help keep roads
clean can volunteer for the
upcoming Spring Litter
Sweep from April 10-24.

NCDOT"s litter man-
agement programs
are multifaceted. The
department makes use of
state-owned forces and
contract services state-
wide. NCDOT’s Spon-
sor-A-Highway Program
allows businesses, orga-
nizations and individuals
to sponsor litter removal
along roadsides. NCDOT
is also proud to part-
ner with the more than
120,000 participants in the
Adopt-A-Highway Pro-
gram, where volunteers
pledge to clean a section
of our highways at least

NEWS BRIEFS

four times a year.

Litter is unsightly, costs
millions of dollars to
clean up and can hurt the
environment, tourism and
the state’s quality of life.

Everyone should do
their part by:

« Securing their loads
before driving. Unsecured
trash can fly from a vehicle
and end up as roadside litter.

« Holding onto trash until
it can be disposed of proper-
ly. Keep a litter bag in your
vehicle so you can properly
dispose of trash later.

« Recycling when pos-
sible. Recycling protects
the environment, saves
landfill space and keeps
the community clean.

Chatham County’s
Board of Social
Services seeks new
member

PITTSBORO — The Cha-
tham County Department
of Social Services (DSS)
seeks applications for one
vacancy on the county’s
Board of Social Services.
The deadline to apply to
serve is Friday, April 16.

Applicants for the Board
of Social Services must be
willing to do the following:

- Serve as an advocate
for the interests of the
Department of Social
Services and its employ-
ees and clients

« Promote better public
understanding and support
of social services programs
and serving as a liaison be-
tween DSS, public officials
and the general public

« Promote closer work-
ing relationships between

the Social Services Board
and the Board of County
Commissioners

» Provide the time and
effort needed to actively
participate and construc-
tively fulfil board duties

- Attend board meetings
and other related meet-
ings as needed. The Social
Services Board typically
meets the third Wednes-
day of the month at 3 p.m.
at the County Social Ser-
vices office in Pittsboro.
During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, board meetings are
conducted virtually. The
county can provide space
for members to attend the
virtual meeting should
they not have adequate
broadband access.

This appointment will
fulfil the remainder of a
term ending June 30th
and will be eligible for
reappointment. The ap-
pointment will be made
by the DSS Board.

Individuals must be res-
idents of Chatham County
to serve on the Board of
Social Services. To com-
plete an online application,
residents may visit https://
chathamnc.seamlessdocs.
com/f/ CommitteeForm.
Applicants may also con-
tact Lindsay Ray, Clerk to
the Board of County Com-
missioners, at 919-542-8200
or lindsay.ray@chatham-
countync.gov to obtain a
printed copy.

Any questions may be
directed to Jennie Kris-
tiansen, Social Services
Director, at 919-642-6976
or jennie.kristiansen@
chathamcountync.gov.

— CN+R staff reports
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A MAT

ER

OF

BALANCE

MANAGING CONCERNS ABOUT FALLS

Concerned about falling? Interested in
improving strength, balance and flexibility?

MATTER OF BALANCE is an evidence-
based program designed to:

- Help seniors manage falls
- Reduce the fear of falling
- Increase activity levels

A FREE virtual 8-week workshop starts:
April 13 @ 1 pm

Reserve your spot by contacting Liz Lahti at
liz.lahti@chathamcoa.org or 919-542-4512 x 228

ar Heel Tra

HEALTH CARE
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From Chatham County
Government

PITTSBORO — In honor
of its 250th anniversary,
Chatham County will host a
series of interactive events
for community members
throughout the year. The first
event, Founding Day, will be
held from 2-5 p.m. Saturday in
downtown Pittsboro.

People should follow the
balloons from Hanks Street to
204 W. Salisbury St. (St. Bar-
tholomew’s Episcopal Church)
in Pittsboro. This drive-thru
event will have nine stations
that focus on history and
community, with opportunities
for individuals and families to
share, learn and engage.

At the first drive-thru station,
participants will be greeted by
the Chatham 250 co-chairper-
sons — Dr. Carl E. Thompson
Sr., Renee Paschal and Lendy
Carias — and will receive the
supplies they need to get the
birthday party started.

Station Two will feature
three reenactors of Chatham
County’s original founders
where attendees will be greeted
on their way in.

The reenactor station will
have three reenactors portray-
ing historic people: William
Pitt, John Brooks and Lucy
Worth Jackson, according to
Pittsboro Business Association
Membership Chairperson Cin-
dy Schmidt. Chatham County
was named for William Pitt,
the first Earl of Chatham. John

FOUNDING DAY | APRIL 10

Chatham 250 Founding Day: How the
community can celebrate

Brooks was one of Chatham
County’s first settlers receiving
a 640-acre grant on Tick Creek
in 1755. Lucy Worth Jackson
was the daughter of Jonathan
Worth, Reconstruction Gover-
nor and War Treasurer of the
State, and wife of Joseph John
Jackson, an attorney.

Station Three will feature
a drive-thru museum gallery
where participants can learn
about the life and legacy of
Chatham County resident Lew-
is Freeman. This station will
be hosted at Hobbs Architects
located at 159 W. Salisbury St.

“Lewis Freeman was a most
remarkable man to have sur-
vived and apparently thrived
in Chatham County between
1773 and 1847,” said Grim
Hobbs, Vice President of Hobbs
Architects. “As a free black
man, he was able to purchase
the freedom of his wife and
family members and to acquire
significant parcels of land
near the center of Pittsboro
and in Chatham County. While
there is more we‘d like to know
about Lewis Freeman, all we
do know makes his life a Cha-
tham County and American
story worth celebrating.”

Station Four will feature a
“Found It In Pittsboro” activity
where community members
will be able to find hidden rab-
bits around downtown Pitts-
boro from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Five
embellished rabbit statues will
be hidden on and near Hills-
boro Street. The first 25 visitors
to the Main Street Pittsboro

Welcome Center (37 Hillsboro
St.) who show a photo of them-
selves with three of the five
statues will receive a $10 vouch-
er to participating downtown
businesses. All participants will
be entered into a drawing to
win one of the statues.

“The rabbit statues refer to a
chapter in Chatham County’s his-
tory when it was the source for
the ‘Chatham Rabbit,” a delicacy
served in the finest hotels and
rail cars all along the East Coast,”
said Main Street Pittsboro Chair-
man Maria Parker-Lewis. “With
this symbol of spring, we can
have fun and support downtown
businesses at the same time.”

In acknowledgment of
Pittsboro’s thriving creative
culture, the rabbit statues will
all be creatively embellished by
local artists including Theresa
Arico Mosaics, Lani Chaves,
Sally Gregoire and Darcy
Szeremi, many of whom are
exhibiting artists at the Pitts-
boro Gallery of the Arts.

Station Five will feature the
250 Foundations public art
project where Chathamites can
participate by placing a rock,
adding their piece, sharing
their wish and being a founder
of this county. Community
members will be able to pre-
pare for this station in advance.

“People can either decorate
their rock before arriving, adding
their name or the name of some-
one they might want to honor
or a symbol that represents
them,” said Marcela Slade,
executive director of Abundance

NC. “Since these rocks will be
displayed outside, they should
be decorated with something
that will last, like acrylic paint or
enamel. If people would rather
not decorate they can wish upon
the rock something they would
like to see happen this year ... or
give thanks for something that
has already happened.”

More information on the 250
Foundations public art project
can be found at www.cha-
tham250.com.

Station Six will feature an
introduction to the Chatham 250
Time Capsule, where participants
will be able to contribute their
piece of 2021 history. As part of
Founding Day and throughout
the Chatham 250 celebration,
volunteers will be collecting
items for inclusion in the official
Chatham 250 Time Capsule. The
Time Capsule will include items
representing current events
and the way of life of Chatham
County in its 250th year, 2021.
The Time Capsule will be sealed
at the conclusion of Chatham
250 in Fall 2021 and it is not to
be opened again until Chatham
County’s 300th year, in the year
2071. Suggested items community
members can contribute to the
Time Capsule may be found at
www.chatham250.com.

At the final stations, partic-
ipants can look forward to a
birthday party theme. There
will be a goodie bag, pinata
raffle and a sweet treat for peo-
ple to take home. The pifatas,
purchased from local tiendas in
Siler City, Tienda El Centro and

La Guadalupana, will be raffled
off for free. Each person to drive
through will be allowed to enter
their name into one of the two
raffles. The pinatas will be filled
with Hispanic candies tradi-
tionally used for pinatas.

As for the sweet treat, there
will be chocolate and vanilla
cake pops for the first 250 peo-
ple to drive through. Chatham
250 is excited to be working
with Pittsboro bakery, Carolina
Cravings, to supply the cake
pops. The cake pops are gener-
ously donated by Main Street
Pittsboro. Lastly, participants
can look forward to goodie bags
with a coloring page, a minia-
ture American Flag, bubbles,
and more items inside.

In order to enjoy Founding
Day to its full extent, residents
can make an entire day out of
it. The Pittsboro Business Asso-
ciation is encouraging business-
es that are open to participate
in the festivities. Participating
businesses will have a balloon
outside. Please note that road
construction in downtown
Pittsboro will not affect access
to Founding Day events or busi-
nesses that are open.

The Chatham 250 planning
committee would like to give
a special thank you to Found-
ing Day sponsor, the Town of
Pittsboro. Check out the official
Facebook event for Found-
ing Day at https://fb.me/e/
1j2IXYzWr. For more infor-
mation on Founding Day, and
other Chatham 250 activities,
visit www.chatham250.com.

NEWS BRIEFS

Farmers: enroll in the
Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program

Are you a farmer interested in being paid
to protect water quality? The Conservation
Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP)
works with landowners to convert low-
yield cropland and marginal pastureland
into riparian forests that protect water
quality, create wildlife habitat, and provide
an additional source of income for farmers.

Participating farmers enroll eligible
fields into conservation easements
— written agreements between the
landowner and the state of North Car-
olina. The landowner agrees to carry
out conservation practices (such as tree
planting) and to restrict future crop-
ping and development on the land but
retains private ownership.

To compensate landowners for enrolling
in the program, CREP pays landowners 15
years of per-acre payments, a one-time bo-
nus ($250 per acre for 30-year easements or
$1,000 per acre for permanent easements),
and cost shares to reimburse the landown-
er for the cost of establishing conservation
practices. Conservation easements last
30-years or permanently, depending on the
landowner’s choice.

CREP is accepting enrollments in
Chatham County. To be eligible, the land
must have been owned for one year,
have been farmed for at least four years

’ ]
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between 2012 and 2018, and border a
qualifying water body. Qualifying water
bodies include agricultural ditches,
streams, rivers, lakes, and wetlands. See
if your land is eligible and contact CREP
staff using our interactive map at https://
www.ncmhtd.com/soilwater/crep_info/

Siler City Parks and
Recreation Department
reopening plans for indoor
facilities

SILER CITY — While the Siler City
Parks and Recreation Department’s
outdoor facilities have been open to the
public, the department will begin ac-
cepting indoor reservations beginning
this week for Ernest Ramsey Gym.

Users of town facilities must comply
with gathering limits issued under North
Carolina Executive Order 204: indoor gath-
ering limit of 50 people with 6-foot social
distancing and face mask are required.

Paul Braxton Gym and the Earl B.
Fitts Community center will be avail-
able for indoor reservations at a later
date due to scheduled maintenance.

For more information regarding
indoor reservations, programs, athletic
leagues, and events contact Siler City
Parks and Recreation at 919-742-2699 or
visit www.silercity.org

'

Arthritis Exercise Classes A
(Virtual)

April 5—June 3

ZOOM thru Chathm Council on Aging
10 am
Mondays & Thursdays

VL

(no class on 5/31)

For best results, attend at least 13 of the 16 sessions &

Register at: ChathamCOA.Org/COA-Virtual-Activities/

OR

(https.//tinyurl.com/COA-Arthritis)

For more information:
Jackie.Green@ChathamCOA.Org or 919-542-4512, ext. 227

|,

Chatham Artists Guild
announces new member
artists

The Chatham Artists Guild (CAG) is
pleased to welcome 10 Chatham County
artists as new members for 2021. A jury of
peer artist members made their selections
from submitted applications based on the
quality, technical proficiency, consistency,
originality and presentation of artworks.

New members include:

» Chris Campbell, Ceramics

» William “Buck” Dickgraber, Painting

» Timothy Dowdall, Photography

- Lynn Flyer, Ceramics

» Ric Harber, Leatherwork

« Anna Julian, Ceramics/Mixed Media

- Kathleen Millikan, Painting

- Steevie Parks, Painting

» Boots Quimby, Painting

» Hamidou Sissoko, Sculpture

The addition of these 10 artists brings
CAG to a total of 63 talented members
representing a wide variety of medi-
um and style. View the work of all our
members in their online galleries avail-
able in the CAG Artist Directory.

The Chatham Artists Guild (CAG) is
an organization of artists whose pur-
pose is to maintain artistic excellence
among our members. Their mission is
to raise awareness and appreciation for
the visual arts, including the cultural
and economic contribution it makes to
the community, and connect member
artists with art patrons. Visit CAG www.
chathamartistsguild.org to learn more.

— CNH+R staff reports

PURPOSE OF MEETING

by law.

TIME OF MEETINGS

for tax year 2021.

be published in this newspaper.

Equalization and Review.

NOTICE OF MEETING
OF THE CHATHAM COUNTY
BOARD OF EQUALIZATION AND REVIEW

Pursuant to N.C.G.S. 105-322 the Chatham County Board
of Equalization and Review will meet as required by law.

To hear upon request, any and all taxpayers who own or control
taxable property assessed for taxation in Chatham County, with
respect to the valuation of such property or the property of others, to
schedule hearings, and to fulfill duties and responsibilities required

The Board will convene Tuesday, April 6, 2021 at 10:00 AM. The
meeting will be held at 1192 US Hwy 64 West Business, Pittsboro
NC (Chatham County Agriculture & Conference Center). The Board
will be open to receive appeals of value and will adjourn on May 6,
2021 at 5:00 PM. At that time the Board adjourns, no additional
appeals can be accepted by the Board of Equalization and Review

Those individuals with written requests for hearings received prior to
5:00 PM on May 6, 2021, the advertised date for adjournment of the
Board of Equalization and Review, will be notified when and where
to appear for their individual hearings.

In the event of earlier or later adjournment, notice to that effect will

The schedule for the hearing of appeals timely filed will be posted
at the Office of the Assessor, serving as Clerk to the Board of

All requests for hearings should be made in writing to:

Tax Administrator
PO Box 908
Pittsboro, NC 27312
Telephone (919) 545-8404
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BY D. LARS DOLDER
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — In a recent
meeting to discuss their
economic development im-
plementation strategy, Siler
City’s Economic Development
Strategic 5-Year Plan Steering
Committee members haggled
over how best to address ineg-
uities in representation among
the town’s diverse minority
populations.

The 11-person group —
which includes such local
leaders as Town Manager
Roy Lynch, Town Planner
Jack Meadows, Pastor Cecil
Wilson and Siler City Real-
tor Cindy Dameron — has
worked for months in part-
nership with Bruce Naegelen
and Ann Bass, economic
development planners from
the NCDOC’s Main Street &
Rural Planning Center. Its
goal is to craft a series of
strategies by which the town
can improve economic foot-
ing and enhance the quality
of life for its residents.

Siler City’s economic po-
sitioning statement, crafted
by the five-year plan steering
committee, emphasizes the
town’s desire for an “inclusive
community,” a “multi-cultur-
al downtown of shops, mak-
ers and artisans” and “safe
neighborhoods” which attract
residents from around the
greater Triangle and Triad
regions.

Historically, the town has
not matched the committee’s
vision. But with a comprehen-
sive implementation plan, its
members hope to change that.

Words into action

The group’s first strategy
is to promote an “inclusive,
healthy community.”

“Siler City is a ‘minority

SILER CITY’S ECONOMIC STEERING COMMITTEE

Town leaders haggle over minority assistance agenda

majority’ community,” Naege-
len said. In other words, most
of the town’s population is
comprised of minority peoples.

Almost half the town’s resi-
dents — 47.1% — are Latino.

“While relationships are
improving,” Naegelen said,
“there is still much to be done
to gain understanding, trust
and participation.”

Another 18.7% of Siler City’s
population is Black, meaning
two-thirds of the town’s popu-
lation is made up of minorities.

Besides racial and ethnic
minorities, senior citizens,
defined as ages 55-84 in the
MS&RP report, make up a
growing slice of the town’s
population.

“Which surprised me,”
Meadows said, “that the popu-
lation’s aging like that.”

Last year’s census data may
reveal a different picture when
it’s released in coming months,
Naegelen pointed out, but
other metrics suggest that Siler
City is trending older, espe-
cially as the job market fails to
support young workers.

“It may be that youth exodus
is making the numbers go up,”
Meadows said.

To retain younger residents
and improve quality of life for
minority groups which have
often felt excluded, the commit-
tee’s first goal is to “make all
populations feel welcome and
involved.”

Step one in achieving its ob-
jective: match representation
on town-appointed boards and
committees to U.S. Census 2020
population percentages, the
implementation plan says.

The town’s board of commis-
sioners is responsible for such
appointments, Lynch said,
but department heads “make
recommendations ... and do
have input.”

“So, we’ll put a five-year

timeline on that to kind of get
to that point,” Naegelen said.

Other suggested action items
to promote a more inclusive
community included:

 Creating “a pipeline of
engaged knowledgeable local
leaders from all populations of
residents” (featuring members
from such organizations as the
Hispanic Liaison, the Siler City
Merchants Association, the
Chatham County Chamber of
Commerce and others)

» Developing comprehensive
profiles of town-appointed
boards and committees out-
lining their purposes, meeting
times and other information to
enhance accessibility

« Creating and activating a
Latino Community Advisory
Committee to help the board
of commissioners better serve
Hispanic residents

Naegelen suggested the
steering committee, in cooper-
ation with other town leaders
and the board of commission-
ers, enact the objectives within
one year or less.

Internal resistance

Although Siler City’s largest
minority population is His-
panic, some on the committee
pushed back against formation
of a Latino-centric advisory
committee and suggested
expanding the focus to include
more residents.

“Are we going to have to
change that to just Minority
Community Advisory Com-
mittee?” Dameron said. “The
times they are a changing.”

Naegelen advised against
it, suggesting that a com-
mittee to serve all minority
interests may not successful-
ly address any of their needs
completely.

“It’s to have their voice in
place, largely,” he said of the
Latino community. “This kind

of formalizes that voice.”

But Wilson seconded Dam-
eron’s apprehension, citing
what he said was widespread
opinion among Black Siler City
residents.

“The African American com-
munity feels like in Siler City
there should be more attention
given to that community,” he
said. “And so if you have a
Latino Community Advisory
Committee, then the African
American community may feel
like, “OK, what about us?’”

Although Latinos outnum-
ber Black residents, Wilson
said the “perception to the
African American commu-
nity is they are the majority
minority, because they were
here first. Therefore, (African
Americans) feel like if you're
offering anything extra or any
special attention it should start
with them first.”

To avoid controversy, Dam-
eron modified her suggestion
and asked to strike “Latino”
from the committee’s name,
instituting instead an all-in-
clusive Community Advisory
Committee.

Lynch, Meadows and others
agreed it might be prudent to
avoid the notion of exclusiv-
ity.

“They do not exercise their
access to have a voice,” Wilson
said of Siler City’s Latinos.
“Yes, technically they don’t
have a voice, but it’s not be-
cause no one has invited them
to have a voice or not because
no one has given them access
to have a voice. They just
choose not to.”

Still, Naegelen and Bass
maintained that Siler City’s
Hispanic population faces
unique challenges and circum-
stances worthy of individual-
ized attention.

“They do have other issues,”
Bass said. “We talked a little bit

about the language, but there
are also the legality issues. The
Dreamers (immigrants protect-
ed under the DREAM Act) got
to the point where they were
scared to death to go anywhere
or show up for anything, and
the same thing for their fami-
lies. So there is that additional
layer of fear that goes along
with it.”

Naegelen added that a
Latino Community Advisory
Committee was already sug-
gested in the town’s previously
approved Building Integrated
Communities Project, “a two-
year collaboration between
the Town of Siler City, The
Hispanic Liaison/El Vinculo
Hispano and the statewide
Building Integrated Commu-
nities program at UNC-Chapel
Hill,” according to Siler City’s
website.

By way of compromise, Nae-
gelen revised the committee’s
plan to call for implementation
of the BIC Action Plant for
Immigrant Integration in lieu
of explicitly naming the Latino
Community Advisory Commit-
tee.

The ultimate decision to
proceed with a Latino Commu-
nity Advisory Committee will
fall to the Siler City board of
commissioners. The Economic
Development Strategic 5-Year
Plan Steering Committee is
still finalizing its implementa-
tion plan, but plans to present
its recommendations to the
commissioners in coming
weeks.

“I'm glad all this came up
here,” Meadows said, “because
if it came up here, you know it
would come up with the board,
so this is good.”

Reporter D. Lars Dolder can be
reached at dldolder @cha-
thamnr.com and on Twitter @
dldolder.

Familiar arc of Godzilla vs. Kong brings dumb fun, just without the ‘fun’

“Godzilla vs. Kong” is
essentially a remake of
“Bat-
man
Vs.
Super-
man” if
it was
direct-

NEIL MORRIS
Film Critic

is a Lex Luthor, a
Doomsday laced with
the DNA of a former

Photo courtesy of Warner Bros.

GRADE: C

Chandler

GODZILLA vs. KONG

DIRECTOR: Adam Wingard

STARRING: Alexander Skarsgard, Millie
Bobby Brown, Rebecca Hall, Brian Tyree
Henry, Eiza Gonzalez, Julian Dennison,
Demian Bichir, Kaylee Hottle and Kyle

MPAA RATING: PG-13
RUNNING TIME: 2 hr. 1T min.

foe, a Lois Lane, a
“kryptonite” armament,
and even a blaring
Junkie XL soundtrack
(alas, Martha, err,
Mothra was in the last
Godzilla flick). And then
there’s the titular clash
of fictional icons until
contrivance convinces
them that they oughta
team up.

All that is crammed
into a Bay-esque me-
lange of harried sub-
plots, hokey wisecracks,
and half-baked humans.
But like Bay’s “Trans-
formers” films, we are

® @ ® Randolph Health
@ @@ Family
® @ ® Practice

Godzilla and King Kong battle it out in ‘Godzilla vs.

just here to see the
terabytes tangle, and like
Bay’s “Transformers”
films, even that gets old
quickly.

Back on Skull Island,
King Kong has been
confined to an enormous
man-made biosphere
because, well, he might
swim away? Oh, and
Kong now knows sign
language because, well,
reasons. Meanwhile,
Godgzilla has left every-
one alone for five years
until he gets in his

Patients

525 W. Swannanoa Ave., Liberty
Phone: 336-622-4850
Monday-Friday 8am to 5pm
www.randolphmedical.org

feelings because a cyber-
netics tycoon (Demian
Bichir) is constructing a
metallic doppelganger —
yep, you guess it, Mecha-
godzilla.

Scientist de jure
(Alexander Skarsgard)
is convinced that a
McGuffin buried deep
underground is the key
to stopping Godzilla’s
pique. So he, the mon-
key’s minder (Rebecca
Hall), and a mute, pint-
sized Kong whisperer
(Kaylee Hottle) lead an

Kong.

Antarctic expedition
that segues into Hollow
Earth. Meanwhile, a
podcaster links up with
college kid Madison
Russell (Millie Bobby
Brown) to kill some
screen time. Both Brown
and Kyle Chandler
reprise their roles from
“Godzilla: King of the
Monsters,” the previous
entry in the Legendary
Entertainment’s “Mon-
sterVerse” franchise,
although Chandler’s sum
contribution comprises

popping up every half-
hour or so to stare into
space with a look of awe/
befuddlement.

When I was 7 years
old, I read a 1978
edition of “The Brave
and the Bold” comic
book series in which
Batman fought Aqua-
man. Aquaman got
the best of Batman
when they battled in
the ocean, and Batman
came out on top once
they reached dry land.
That’s basically the arc
of Kong and Godzilla’s
téte-a-tétes, before they
decide to just get along.

Look, I like giant Go-
liaths banging into each
other as much as the
next guy. But Jordan
Vogt-Roberts’s “Kong:
Skull Island” showed
us how to marry an
effects-driven spectacle
with slick film making
developed human char-
acters, and a cheekiness
to let us know that the
filmmakers are in on
the joke. “Godzilla vs.
Kong” makes the oft-
made mistake of taking
itself too seriously. It
aims to be dumb fun,
but it forgot the second
part.

Randolph Health Family Practice — Liberty

At Randolph Health Family Practice - Liberty,

we are dedicated to providing compassionate, high quality,
comprehensive medical care for you and your family.
Building relationships with our patients and their families
guides our practice and ensures that we never lose sight

of what is most important - YOU.

Call us today to make an appointment
as same day appointments may be available!

336-622-4850

Community Connected Care

Dr. Hamrick joinsdNathan Conroljy, PA-C
and Lynn Lam, DNP,"FNP-BC at ourpractice.

WELCOMES BACK
Dr. Maura Hamrick
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Family photo

News + Record Sports Editor Victor Hensley (left), 14 years
old at the time, poses with UNC men’s basketball coach Roy
Williams at Top of the Hill Restaurant & Brewery in Chapel
Hill after a recording of Williams’ radio show on March 26,
2012.

Banners and sport
coats: The end of an era

When I was 14 years old, I remember sitting at the bar in one
of Chapel Hill’s most iconic restaurants, Top of the Hill, with my
mom watching a live recording of a radio show.
It was a packed house.

After an hour or so, the two radio hosts at the
front of the room put down their microphones,
signaling the end of the show. One of them stood
up, stepped down from the slightly elevated plat-
form where the production had taken place and
walked across the room, headed for the exit.

VICTOR Now was our chance.
HENSLEY As the man, donning a Carolina blue sweater vest
Sports Editor — apiece of clothing as synonymous with Carolina

as the man himself — passed by us, my mom stopped
him. There wasn’t a nervous bone in her body. She can talk to anybody
like she’d known them for years, even someone of his magnitude.

She asked him if he’d take a picture with my shy 8th-grade
self and he seemed happy to oblige. His spirit was warm, his
Southern twang acting as a perfect verbal embodiment of North
Carolina itself. He put his arm around me and smiled as my
mom snapped the photo, immortalizing the moment.

I still think about the time I was lucky enough to meet Roy Wil-
liams, Hall of Fame coach of the North Carolina men’s basket-
ball team. Sometimes, it doesn’t feel real. Until I see that picture.

I was at a recording of his radio show, Roy Williams Live, on
March 26, 2012, the day after he and his Tar Heels lost to the Kan-
sas Jayhawks in the Elite Eight of the 2012 NCAA Tournament.

Even the day after a loss — when he must have been physically
and emotionally drained not only from the game but speaking for
well over an hour into a microphone — he took a minute out of his
day to speak to me, to take a picture with me, to sign a Carolina
pennant for me. That’s just the type of man Roy Williams is.

Last Thursday, on April Fools’ Day, Williams announced his
retirement from coaching after 48 years, 18 of which were spent
as the head man in Chapel Hill.

What most of us hoped was just an April Fools’ joke gone
too far turned out to be authentic. After 18 years of memorable
moments, plenty of wins, championships, celebrations, tears,
catchphrases, life lessons and fashionable sideline sport coats,
the Roy Williams era in Chapel Hill had come to a close.

I’d be lying if I said tears weren’t shed that day. By me, by ev-
eryone who bleeds Carolina blue, by all of us who grew up with
him on our TVs for at least six months out of the year.

As everything changed around us over the last two decades,
one of the few constants was Roy. We choked up when he cried,
smiled when he did and felt anger when he was frustrated.

As a lifelong Carolina basketball fan — and eventual UNC-Chapel
Hill journalism student — Roy gave me some of my best memories.

I remember the night I couldn’t watch the Tar Heels’ 2009
national championship victory because I was on an overnight
field trip at a camp with my 5th-grade class. While the counsel-
ors were allowed to sneak away and watch it, the students were
supposed to “immerse themselves in the outdoors.” What a joke.
(I watched the highlights the next day, excited as ever).

I remember Duke guard Gerald Henderson'’s (totally intention-
al) elbow to Tyler Hansbrough’s nose in 2007, the game that truly
made me realize the extent to which I hated the Blue Devils.

I remember sitting in my dorm’s lounge during the national
championship in 2017, watching the game on my laptop because
I was swamped with homework due the next day — I know, as-
signing homework due the day after the national championship?
What kind of monster does that? — and I remember rushing
Franklin Street in celebration that same night.

Iremember it all. I remember the heartbreakers — I'll never
forgive you, Kris Jenkins — and the joyous triumphs. I remem-
ber his 18 wins against Duke, his three national titles, his senior
night speeches and his quote-worthy press conferences.

Iremember the times I screamed at my TV screen when he refused
to call a timeout in a close game or put my head in my hands when
his teams couldn’t make free throws if their lives depended on it.

And through all of the good and the bad, I always remembered

See ERA, page B3

CHATHAM CENTRAL 12, NORTH ROWAN O

Bears recover from walk-off loss,
thrash North Rowan on senior night

BY VICTOR HENSLEY
News + Record Staff

BEAR CREEK — If you’re
going to bounce back from a
tough loss, you might as well
do it with a bang.

Chatham Central’s soft-
ball team did just thatin a
12-0, five-inning victory over
the North Rowan Cavaliers
(0-4) last Tuesday, a day after
falling to the unbeaten South
Stanly Rowdy Rebel Bulls and
losing the Yadkin Valley 1A
Conference lead.

Last Monday, the Bears
carried a 1-0 lead into the
bottom of the seventh inning,
but South Stanly got two run-
ners across the plate to earn
a 2-1 walk-off victory, keeping
their 48-game conference
regular-season win streak
alive. The Rowdy Rebel Bulls
haven’t lost a conference regu-
lar-season game since 2016.

A heartbreaking loss like

2
Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Chatham Central junior Gracie Gaines (8) celebrates with
her head coach, Jerry Polston, at third base after a 2-RBI
triple in the second inning of her team’s 12-0 win over

North Rowan on March 30.

that might have lasting effects
on some teams. But not Cha-
tham Central.

“We had a tough loss last
night,” said Jerry Polston,

Chatham Central’s head soft-
ball coach. “The key tonight
was to be able to come and

See BEARS, page B2

PANTHER CREEK 30, NORTHWOOD 10

Chargers’ running game stalls in
three-score loss to Panther Creek

BY VICTOR HENSLEY
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Lined up in
the backfield, Northwood’s
Hue Jacobs took the handoff
and darted to his left, search-
ing for even the smallest of
gaps to slide through. One of
the Chargers’ most powerful
runners, he was a perfect fit to
run a play mere inches away
from the first down marker.

But in a perfect embodiment
of Northwood’s offensive
struggles, Jacobs had no shot
at getting those last few inches
as he was taken down in the
backfield almost immediately
by the Catamounts’ defensive
line, turning the ball over on
downs.

One play later, Panther
Creek’s Amari Odom threw
a beautiful pass down the
right sideline to senior wide
receiver Jonathan Streeter for
a 43-yard touchdown.

The Chargers failed to get
inches. The Catamounts had
no problem getting yards.

Northwood (3-2) stuck to its
guns in a lopsided 30-10 loss
to the Panther Creek Cata-
mounts (6-0) on Thursday,
who created a few big plays to
put the Chargers away in the
second half, including Odom’s
43-yard bomb that gave Pan-
ther Creek a 30-3 lead at the
top of the fourth quarter.

The style of play that car-
ried the Chargers to a smash-
mouth win over Orange last
week is the same style that put
them at a late-game disadvan-
tage on Thursday.

Running the ball works —
until it doesn’t.

Northwood has the feel of
an old-school team from de-

cades ago, one that’s focused

on keeping the score low and
rushing down their oppo-
nents’ throats, wearing them
down over the course of a
48-minute game.

Panther Creek is almost

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Northwood senior kicker Aidan Laros (33) attempts a

field goal in his team’s 30-10 loss to Panther Creek last
Thursday. Laros was 1-for-3 on field goals for the night,
making one from 35 yards and missing two from 53 and 54
yards, respectively.

the polar opposite, a team
centered around throwing the
ball deep and catching the de-
fense sleeping. While it has an

See FOOTBALL, page B4

EAST CHAPEL HILL 2, NORTHWOOD O
Chargers stumble late against East Chapel Hill in another close game

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles
Northwood senior forward Imogene Cook attempts to gain

possession during the first half of her team’s 2-0 loss to
East Chapel Hill on March 30 in Pittsboro.

BY BRENNAN DOHERTY
News + Record
Correspondent

PITTSBORO — On paper,
Northwood women’s soccer
team’s 2-0 loss to East Chapel
Hill last Tuesday night was
hardly a disappointing result
for the Chargers.

East Chapel Hill — the lead-
ers of the Big Eight Confer-
ence — entered with a perfect
5-0-0 record and a +28 goal
differential (31 goals scored,
three conceded), but needed an
insurance goal in the 72nd min-
ute to exhale before winning.

And yet, Northwood head
coach Ascary Arias’ postgame

speech to his team primarily
focused on his concerns —
namely the Chargers’ Jekyll-
and-Hyde nature from half
to half — and unanswered
questions, such as why they
aren’t communicating better
on the field.

The loss dropped the Char-
gers to 1-3-1 on the season, a
record that is perhaps a bit
misleading if not illustrative
of how fine the margins have
been for Northwood.

Since winning by three goals
in the season opener against
Cedar Ridge, the Chargers
have:

- played fairly well against
— but lost to — conference

powers East Chapel Hill and
Chapel Hill

- dropped a one-goal game to
Orange, and

« saw a halftime lead turn
into a 3-3 tie against Northern
Durham.

The ingredients, Arias can
tell, are there for Northwood
to be successful. Having them
present over the course of a
game has eluded Northwood,
though, which Tuesday’s game
was another reminder of.

Although they trailed 1-0 at
the break after an unfortunate
own goal, the Chargers could
have easily entered halftime

See CHARGERS, page B2
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tied or potentially in the
lead. The second half
provided far less ingenu-
ity and confidence from
Northwood, however.

“I think we realized
that they were better
than us,” Arias said.
“(East Chapel Hill) is
one of the top teams in
the conference, so it got
into some of the play-
ers’ heads. You’ve got to
understand that they’re
kids, they’re high-school-
ers. Sometimes it’s hard
for them to get past the
mental aspect of the
game.”

After settling into the
match, Northwood began
to control possession
midway through the
first half. The Chargers
earned three corner
kicks from the 23rd min-
ute to the 29th minute, a
dominant stretch punctu-
ated by a near-goal from
senior captain Imogene
Cook.

A powerful and speedy
player who seemingly
made up ground in five-
yard increments atop the
football numbering-filled
field, Cook made a long
run down the right flank
before sending in a cross
that drifted toward the

back post that clanked
off the crossbar. Whether
Cook meant for the effort
to be a shot or a pass be-
came irrelevant, as East
Chapel Hill goalkeeper
Nikki Blume was left
stranded.

“That’s my specialty,”
Cook said. “I'm really
fast, so usually someone
in the middle will try to
find me wide, and I'll try
to take it down as far as I
can and look for a cross,
if that’s for Ava (Arias) or
whoever’s in the 18.”

That strong stretch of
play was quickly followed
by the opening goal for
East Chapel Hill in the
30th minute, however.
The Wildcats took a long
throw-in, a tactic meant
to mimic the effects of
a corner kick — and it
worked. A miscommuni-
cation at the back led to
Northwood goalkeeper
Kennedy Oyan coming
off of her line as the ball
deflected off a defender in
a crowded space and into
the back of the net.

But on the whole, Arias
was pleased with the first-
half effort from his group.
The second half, though,
was a different story.

Marred by a lack of
communication and tacti-
cal adjustments, North-
wood failed to recreate
the attacking prowess it

had at times early on and
instead conceded more
opportunities to East
Chapel Hill. The visitors’
second breakthrough
finally came in the 72nd
minute when junior
midfielder Mia Bergin
impressively finished
from the left side of the
box, putting her shot in
the upper-right corner.

At this point, Arias
is running out of ideas
when it comes to getting
his players to commu-
nicate better with one
another.

“I think every team, no
matter what sport, you
have to have players who
know each other really
well and know each other
well on and off the field,”
Arias said.

Cook understands
Arias’ frustration over
the lack of communica-
tion and believes that it’s
something she and her
teammates will have to
become better at as the
season progresses. She
did point out that it’s
mostly a young group
and the Chargers are
still trying to gel follow-
ing a season missed to
the pandemic. Perhaps
solving the communica-
tion problem could end
up being what jumpstarts
Northwood’s campaign,
one characterized so

Staf photo by Peyton Sickles

Northwood midfielder Sydney Cox takes a corner kick during the first half
of her team’s game against East Chapel Hill on March 30 in Pittsboro. The
Chargers generated numerous first-half scoring chances but ultimately lost,

2-0.

far by flashes of good
play but void of tangible
results.

“I definitely think if
you look at our record,
you would assume we’re
not a good team,” Cook
said. “I mean, we’ve
played great games.
We’ve put up a lot of
good fights. I think that
maybe it’s just early in
the season, maybe it’s
from being a new team.
We have a lot of talent on
this team.”

Chatham
Central
junior
Lindsey
Johnson
(red and
white)
slides into
second
base in
her team’s
12-0
victory
over
North
Rowan on
March 30.
She went
1-for-2 on
the night.
Staff photo

by Simon
Barbre

BEARS

Continued from page B1

bounce back. We bounced
back good, we swung the
bat well and everybody
stayed true to what they
needed to.”

The Bears shook off
that loss and played their
most dominant game
of the season on senior
night.

From their defense to
their ability to make con-
tact with the ball, Cha-
tham Central controlled
all facets of the game en
route to a mercy-rule
victory in the fifth inning.

After a mild first
inning where the Bears
gained an early 1-0 advan-
tage, it was the second
and third innings that
were truly lopsided.

In those two innings
alone, Chatham Central
scored 11 runs on just
four hits. That’s because
North Rowan’s defense
struggled to make rou-
tine plays, resulting in a
combined seven errors.

After two quick outs to
lead off the bottom of the
second inning, the Bears
managed to slice three
straight hits, including a
two-RBI triple by junior
Gracie Gaines (2-for-4, 4
RBI), to take a 4-0 lead.

For the Cavaliers, it
was all downhill from
there.

An inning later,
Chatham Central would
capitalize off of a couple
of walks, a hit-by-pitch
with the bases loaded
and multiple errors in
the outfield, all leading
to a six-run inning for
the Bears. Just one of
those runs counted as an
RBI — a sacrifice fly by
Gaines. The other five
were scored off of errors
or the lone HBP.

Pair the Cavaliers’
disastrous defensive
innings with the one-hit
pitching performance by
Chatham Central juniors
Taylor Poe (W, 3.0IP, 1 H,
0 ER, 5 Ks) and Ashley

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Chatham Central senior Mary Grace Murchison is hugged by her teammate,
Mary Gaines (14), during the senior night festivities before her team’s 12-0
win over North Rowan on March 30. Murchison went 1-for-3 with an RBI in

the victory.

Roberts (2.0IP,0 H, 0 ER,
1 K) and you have the per-
fect formula for a bounce-
back blowout.

“I didn’t pitch my
starting pitcher tonight,
so my other two pitchers
came in, threw strikes
and threw the ball well,”
Polston said. “They’re
pretty tough. They’re a
good group of girls and
they work really, really
hard.”

The Bears totaled
seven hits on the night
despite scoring 12 runs, a
testament to their ability
to score in other ways.
They reached base 19
times through various
means, giving them a
chance to showcase their
textbook baserunning,
taking advantage of
North Rowan’s lackadai-
sical defense to steal a
whopping 10 bases and
get into scoring position.

It was their most com-
plete game of the season
by far as the offense and
defense worked in unison
to put on a show in a
comfortable victory that
was essentially theirs
from the first pitch.

However, the night
meant a little more to

Polston than a simple 12-
run victory.

Polston’s daughter,
Lindsay Polston, is one
of three Bears seniors
— along with infielders
Mary Grace Murchison
and Katie Sanders — that
were celebrated during
Tuesday’s pre-game
festivities.

“I've got three Kids that
have all played ball and
Lindsay, she’s the baby,”
Polston said. “She’s had
to fight through some
health issues when she
first got to high school.
Just to see her battle and
still play, and to come out
and play at a high level,
it’s awesome.”

Polston said that while
it’s bittersweet that she’ll
be graduating from Cha-
tham Central this year,
he’s enjoyed watching
her play with “heart and
soul” on the field and
growing into one of the
team’s senior leaders.

“It’s great just being a
dad, being able to watch
her grow, but then being
around all of these other
girls too,” Polston said.
“The seniors, Mary Grace
and Katie, I've been with
them since they were

really small too, so just
a great group of girls.
Great family here. It’s
just an awesome thing.”

After playing back-
to-back games that
featured a roller coaster
of emotions — a heart-
breaker and a blowout —
Chatham Central won’t
play again until April 13
against the North Stanly
Comets (1-1) because of
CCS’ spring break.

A win like this heading
into the break might be
exactly what the Bears’
needed to fully recover
from their loss on Mon-
day.

“We’ve still got a few
little things we need
to work on, but we’re
getting better,” Polston
said. “Our motto is pretty
simple: ‘Let’s get better
every game.” We've got
lofty goals. We want to
do well. The top team in
the conference is South
Stanly right now. We're
one game behind them,
so we just want to keep
doing our thing.”

Reporter Victor Hensley
can be reached at vhens-
ley@chathamnr.com or on
Twitter at @Frezeal33.

CENYRAL
PIEDMONT
URGENT CARE

101 Walmart Supercenter « Siler City, NC 27344
919-663-3911

NN

1011 High Point Street - Randleman, NC 27317
336-498-0226

www.centralpiedmonturgentcare.com

Now Open

DAK Income Tax Service

(formerly Daphne King Income Tax Service)

221 E. Raleigh St, Siler City » 919-742-5778 or 919-898-4526

~__Hours: Mon - Fri 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Saturday 9:00 AM-1:00 PM

Brenda Nall « Andrew Nall

Low Cost Spay / Neuter - Only $20

ualified applicants may purchase vouchers to use at
PP y P
participating pet clinics. Submit applications to:

Sheriff’s Office Animal Resource Center

725 Renaissance Drive, Pittsboro, NC 27312
Phone: 919-542-7203 B facebook.com/chathamsoar

Hours: MTWF 11a-5p « TH 11a-7p * SA 10a-2p

For a printable application, visit:
www.chathamsheriff.com

() 4
agfi

Household Hazardous
Waste Event and Earth Day

Saturday, April 17
9:00 am to 3:00 pm

28 County Services Road
(6 miles west of Pittsboro, off Hwy 64)

Chatham County residents can bring household
hazardous items such as

e chemicals ¢ cleaners ¢ solvents ¢ paint
 pesticides ¢ gasoline ¢ antifreeze ¢ electronics

For a complete list of items visit www.chathamnc.org/hhw

The Earth Day event will also include Questions?
free medicine take back, free Call (919) 542-5516
shredding, prizes, & give-a-ways. V4 4
A4
. CHATHAM COUNTY
No trash or empty containers. PR

No business waste.
No decal required.
Must show proof of address.

Future HHW events will
be held the third
Saturday of each month,
through November.

County Mulch Sale

Solid Waste & Recycling Division
28 County Services Road, Pittsboro

SATURDAY MORNINGS

7:30 am to 12:00 noon
$5 per scoop (~1 cubic yard)

$10 per scoop for large trailers and

dump trucks (~3 cubic yards)

We load. You haul. Don’t forget a tarp!
:  Allloads of mulch must be secure.

Sales continue every Saturday, except for
April 3, while supplies last.
Estimated to continue through the middle of May.

é‘ For more information:
CHATHAM COUNTY (919) 542-5516
— www.chathamnc.org/recycle
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BY VICTOR HENSLEY
News + Record Staff

With spring break hitting Chatham
County Schools — including Jor-
dan-Matthews, Chatham Central and
Northwood — the athletic calendar
this week is a little smaller than usual,
though all three schools still have at
least one game coming up. We’ve got
women’s soccer and softball, as well as
men’s tennis, football and golf hap-
pening all week long. This week also
marks the end of the football regular
season, with playoff bracketing set
to take place on Saturday. Here are
this week’s schedules and last week’s
results.

THIS WEEK
Wednesday, April 7

Soccer: Woods Charter women vs.
Cornerstone Charter Academy, 6 p.m.

Softball: Chatham Charter women vs.

Carrboro, 4:30 p.m.

Tennis: Chatham Charter men vs.
Raleigh Charter, 4 p.m.

Tennis: Northwood men vs. Cedar
Ridge, 4:30 p.m.

Thursday, April 8

Football: Chatham Central at North
Moore, 6:30 p.m.

Soccer: Northwood women at Cedar
Ridge, 5 p.m.

Softball: Northwood women vs. East
Chapel Hill, 5 p.m.

Friday, April 9
Football: Northwood vs. Northern
Durham, 7 p.m.

CHATHAM COUNTY ATHLETICS RUNDOWN

This week’s schedule and last week’s results

Football: Jordan-Matthews at Provi-
dence Grove, 7 p.m.

Softball: Chatham Charter women at
Carrboro, 4 p.m.

Softball: Northwood women at Cedar
Ridge, 6:30 p.m.

LAST WEEK

Monday, March 29

Soccer: The Northwood women tied
against the Northern Knights, 3-3,
after both teams scored one goal each
in the overtime period. Leading the
Chargers were freshman Ava Arias
(2 goals) and junior Sydney Arnott (1
goal).

Softball: The Chatham Central wom-
en lost their first game of the season
against the South Stanly Rowdy Rebel
Bulls, 2-1, after having a one-run lead
going into the bottom of the 7th inning.

Softball: The Jordan-Matthews
women lost to the Eastern Randolph
Wildcats, 10-0 in five innings, to remain
winless on the season. Wildcats’ pitch-
ers Savannah Beaver (4.0 IP, 9 Ks) and
Addie Flinchum (1.0 IP, 3 Ks) combined
for the five-inning no-hitter.

Tennis: The Chatham Central men
swept the North Rowan Cavaliers, 9-0,
to remain perfect on the season. Win-
ning their singles matches were senior
Jayden Gilliland (6-0, 6-0), junior Colby
Williamson (6-0, 6-0), freshman Jacob
Gilliland (6-1, 6-2), senior Caleb Webster
(6-0, 6-1), senior Pacen Dunn (6-0, 6-1)
and senior Sidney Cheek (DNF). The
Bears also won three doubles matches.

Tennis: The Chatham Charter men
got swept by the Southern Wake Acad-
emy Lions, 9-0, for their sixth straight

loss. The Knights are still winless on
the season at 0-6.

Tuesday, March 30

Soccer: The Northwood women fell
victim to another close loss, this time
against the undefeated East Chapel Hill
Wildcats, 2-0, dropping the Chargers’
record to 1-3-1 on the season. North-
wood continued to knock on the door in
the first half and had a couple of great
chances to score, but could never quite
put it together before a struggle-filled
second half put them away. See report
in this edition.

Soccer: The Jordan-Matthews women
lost big in their battle with the Wheat-
more Warriors, 11-2, off of the backs of
Wheatmore freshman Ellie Garrison
and sophomore Summer Bowman, who
each scored 5 goals.

Softball: The Chatham Central
women earned a blowout, shutout vic-
tory over the North Rowan Cavaliers,
12-0, in just five innings, improving
their record to 3-1 on the season. After
a modest first inning, the Bears blew
the game wide open in the second
and third, scoring 11 runs combined
between them as their offense was too
powerful for the Cavaliers’ error-filled
defense. By the middle of the fifth,
down by 12 runs, North Rowan still
hadn’t scored and the mercy rule
went into effect, ending the contest.
Leading the Bears was junior Gracie
Gaines (2-for-4, 4 RBI, 2 extra-base
hits) and junior pitcher Taylor Poe
(3.0IP,1 H, 0 ER, 5 Ks). See report in
this edition.

Softball: The Northwood women fell
to the unbeaten Northern Knights, 13-2,

to drop to 2-2 on the season.

Wednesday, March 31
All sporting events were postponed
due to inclement weather.

Thursday, April 1

Football: Jordan-Matthews lost to
the Wheatmore Warriors at home, 42-6,
dropping the Jets’ record to 0-6 on the
season.

Football: Northwood fell to the unde-
feated Panther Creek Catamounts in a
lopsided game, 30-10, as the Chargers
struggled to move the ball down the
field throughout the night. A few big
plays by the Catamounts — TD passes
of 43, 55 and 82 yards — were the decid-
ing factors. With the loss, Northwood
falls to 3-2 on the year. See full report in
this edition.

Tennis: The Chatham Central men
narrowly defeated the Northwood
Chargers, 5-4, thanks to singles victo-
ries by senior Jayden Gilliland (7-5, 4-6,
10-6), senior Preston Cox (6-1, 6-1) and
senior Caleb Webster (7-6 (10-8), 6-3).
The Bears also earned doubles victories
by the teams of Gilliland & Cox (8-4)
and junior Colby Williamson & fresh-
man Jacob Gilliland (8-1). Northwood’s
singles wins came from sophomore
Matteus Butler (6-2, 4-6, 10-7), freshman
Felton Burleigh (1-6, 7-6 (7-2), 10-4) and
freshman Walker Magrinat (6-1, 7-5).
The Bears improved their record to 5-0
on the year, while the Chargers fell to
3-3.

Reporter Victor Hensley can be reached
at vhensley@chathamnr.com or on Twit-
ter at @Frezeal3s.

ERA
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how lucky I was to have Roy Williams
in my corner.
As a kid growing up in small-town
North Carolina, Roy was as close to
a modern-day religious figure as you
could get. Right there with the legend-
ary Dean Smith. Coach K was, too, but
on the opposite side of the spectrum.
All of this is why it hurt so much to
hear him speak in his farewell press
conference last Thursday, just a few
short hours after the news had broken.
“So yes, I'm getting old and my body’s

breaking down, mentally and physical-
ly,” Williams said as he choked back
tears. “Yes, I want to see my children and
grandchildren more. I want to give Wan-
da more time. ... But the biggest reason
we’re having this meeting is I just don’t
feel that I'm the right man any longer.”
Many of us, including myself, figured
that his declining health — most notably
his increasing instances of vertigo on the
sideline — would be what caused him to
hang it up eventually, but as that last line
showed, it’s not that at all. He doesn’t feel
like he’s the right man to lead Carolina’s
program any longer. It broke my heart.
As a head coach, Williams has 903
total wins (third all-time among Division

I coaches), a winning percentage of .774
(14th all-time), three ACC Tournament
championships (tied for fifth all-time),
nine Final Four appearances (fourth all-
time), three NCAA national champion-
ships (tied for third all-time) and plenty
of other accolades that have been added
to his 2007 Hall of Fame resume. Since
he arrived in Chapel Hill in 2003, no
team has won more titles than Carolina.

He’s inspired an entire generation (or
two) of basketball fans.

He’ll always be the man for the job.

While the last couple of years of his
tenure haven’t been the most positive,
Williams will forever be regarded as
one of the greatest basketball coaches

in the history of the NCAA.

He’ll be remembered as the perfect
successor to the late great Dean Smith,
the man who celebrates with his team
harder than any other, the coach who
saved Carolina basketball and the leg-
end whose name will forever be etched
on the floor of the Dean E. Smith Center.

We all knew this day would come
eventually. I just didn’t know it would
hurt this badly.

Thank you for everything, Roy.

We’ll miss you, dadgummit.

Reporter Victor Hensley can be reached
at vhensley@chathamnr.com or on Twit-
ter at @Frezeal33.

BUSINESSES & SERVICES'

« Install and Repair Septic Systems
o Pump Existing Septic Tanks
o All Sorts of Backhoe Work

+ Ponds, Ditches & Driveways W
Call Monty Justice
@ (919) 545-4107

-3 % 11
<< Plumbing Problems? @D
Commercial and Residential Installation and Service

Located in Siler City

Elite Home

"We Specialize in all your &
home improvement needs"

- Door & Window Replacement

lmproveme nts
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- Drywall, Trim
- Deck & Demo
- Roof & Floors

- Carpentry

John Hayes
919-548-0474

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 AM - 4 PM, Fri. 7 AM - 12 PM

(919) 837-2822 - We Deliver!
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 Beautiful Yards Start Here! ] -

Mushroom Compost ¢ Shredded Hardwood Mulch

Pine Mini Nuggets * Brick Chips * Sand * Top Soil

Black, Brown & Red Mulch « White Pea Gravel « Railroad Ties
205 Hanner Town Rd. Bear Creek

(2 miles South of Bonlee on Old 421)

?‘“WT GRADING AND HAULING

Locally Owned and Operated by Greg and Donna Kennedy

Licensed and Insured

“We Specialize in All Your Painting &
Power Washing Needs”

Deck Washing, Renewal & Repair » Window Washing & Install
Carpentry o Door Install « Other Small Repairs

C: 919-362-6999

John Hayes, Jr « 919-548-0474

Bob Atkinson, GRI, CRS, E-PRO
Homes-Land-Investments

(919) 775-7408
Cell: (919) 548-3542

BE

Find the help you need in the Services Directory of Chatham News  Record

Advertise Your Business in the Service Directory

for ONLY $20 PER WEEK!
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FOOTBALL

Continued from page B1

impressive defense itself
— allowing just 36 points
through six games — it
has the tools available to
be able to win a shootout
if necessary.

Against the Cata-
mounts, the Chargers
carried the ball a whop-
ping 53 times, totaling
just 166 yards on the
night, good for a little
more than three yards
per carry. Their only
score came on their last
possession of the game,
where senior fullback
Will Lake bulldozed his
way into the end zone for
a one-yard touchdown.

Aside from that drive,
which manifested after
a sack-fumble on Odom
that gave Northwood the
ball at Panther Creek’s
43-yard-line, the offense
was less-than-stellar.

“Defensively, they
played their tails off and
offensively, I don’t know,”
said Northwood Head
Coach Cullen Homolka
after the game. “We can
move the ball, we just
aren’t doing it right now.”

While Northwood had
a couple of drives where
things began to click,
the offense consistently
stalled in the middle of
Panther Creek’s territo-
ry. This resulted in a few
field goal tries by star se-
nior Kicker Aidan Laros,
who only connected on a
35-yarder and missed at-
tempts of 53 and 54 yards,
respectively.

Just when it seemed
like the Chargers were
making headway — via
Jacobs bruising his way
through a pack of defend-
ers for a 5- or 10-yard gain
or senior quarterback
Cam Entrekin evading
contact on a keeper —
the defense would figure
them out, limit them to a
couple of short gains and
force a punt, turnover or
missed field goal.

It didn’t help that the
Catamounts specialize in
home-run plays.

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Northwood junior running back Jalen Paige

(21) attempts to break a tackle by Panther
Creek’s Chris Brightman (10) in his team’s 30-10
loss to the Catamounts last Thursday. In total,
Northwood racked up just 166 rushing yards on

53 carries.

Following Laros’ field
goal in the second quarter
to make it 7-3 in favor of
Panther Creek, Odom
threw a screen pass to
Streeter on the first play
of the drive, who ran
around a couple of perfect
blocks, slipped out of the
grasp of a Northwood de-
fender and sprinted down
the right sideline for an
82-yard touchdown. Just
like that, it was 14-3.

The Catamounts’ next
two touchdowns happened
on big plays, too: a wide
open, 55-yard shot from
Odom to senior receiver
Zay Jones on the first pos-
session of the second half,
followed by Streeter’s 43-
yard touchdown reception
in the fourth quarter.

Northwood defend-
ed Panther Creek’s air
game fairly well, allow-
ing Odom to complete
just 12 of his 34 passes
(around 35%), but he still
managed to rack up 343
passing yards and four
touchdowns, thanks in
part to his four plays over
30 yards, three of which
resulted in scores.

“They were X-plays,”
Homolka said. “That’s
what they are, they’'re an
X-play team. They’re not
going to come out and
grind us, though they
did grind it outon us a
couple times. I give them
props, man.”

The Chargers simply
aren’t built to hit on those

Chatham COA

Events & Announcements
April 8th - April 14th

Thursday, April 8th

e Arthritis Foundation Exercise at 10:00 AM

e Tech Cafe Training with Conor at 11:15 AM

e TaiChifor Arthritis at 3:00PM 7

Friday, April 9th

e Strong & with Jackie at 9:00 AM

—
<

larger chunk plays, mak-
ing it difficult to compete
when a team like Panther
Creek is. Northwood’s
longest play of the game
was a 21-yard rush by
Laros in the fourth quar-
ter that set up the team’s
only touchdown.

In total, they had just
four plays of 10 or more
yards. Panther Creek
had 10.

And even when it was a
two- or three-score game,
the Chargers continued
to work on establishing
the run. Even when it
wasn’t working, or when
it was clear running the
ball was chewing valu-
able time off of the clock,
they stuck with their
style of play.

Entrekin passed the
ball just twice on the
night (0-for-2), once in the
second quarter and once
in the fourth.

Northwood’s final
possession, capped off by
Lake’s one-yard score,
was a lengthy 10-play
drive that featured 10
rushes, zero passes.
While it was technically
successful, it took 5:03 off
the clock at the end of a
four-score game when the
Chargers needed to pick
up the pace.

“When I go watch that
film it’s going to break
my heart,” Homolka
said. “I run the ball
because we can. We’re
good enough to run the

—
—
0
—
=

e Weekly Call with Director, Dennis Streets at 10:15 AM &

Monday, April 12th

e Arthritis Foundation Exercise at 10:00 AM =

e Bingowith Joeat11:15AM =

L]

e Tai Chifor Arthritis at 3:00 PM =

Tuesday, April 13th

o Strong & Fit with Jackie at 9:00 AM =

e Chatham Stridersat11:15AM =
e Matter of Balance at 1:00PM =

Wednesday, April 14th

e Bible Study with Neriah at 10:00 AM

e ChairYoga with Lizat 10:00 AM =

P~
-

» Diabetic Discussion Group - "Nourish Your Hearts" with

Tara Gregory and Ann Clark,

» Short Stories with Chris at 12:30 PM

—
-

RN at 11:15AM &

OnZoom $, On Conference Line: 727-731-8717

For more information or to register for these programs, visit our website:
https://chathamcouncilonaging.org/coa-virtual-activities/

A Chatham Senior Games & SilverArts

Registration going on now! For more info visit:
chathamcouncilonaging.org/activities/senior-games/

Join the Trivia Hunt & Win!

Each week we hide trivia question in the Chatham News + Record.
Find the correct answer and enter to win a $25 VISA gift card in the
COA's monthly drawing. Look in Section A for this week's question.

The Chatham COA is Here for You!

For more information on our ongoing programs & services visit our website
at chathamcoa.org or call our centers, Monday-Friday, 8am - 5 pm.

Eastern Chatham Senior Center
365 NC-87 N
Pittsboro, NC 27312
919-542-4512

Western Chatham Senior Center
112 Village Lake Road
Siler City, NC 27344
919-742-3975

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Panther Creek sophomore quarterback Amari Odom (2) looks to throw as
Northwood senior defensive lineman Michael Anthony (56) pressures him in
the Catamounts’ 30-10 win over the Chargers last Thursday. Odom was 12-
for-34 with 343 passing yards on the night.

ball. Ball security Kkills
us. There’s just things
we work on constantly
that are the same things
haunting us. Until we
fix that, we are who we
are.”

The Chargers’ off night
against Panther Creek,
while concerning Homol-
ka, gave them a chance
to see another premier
passing team this season
and gear up for having
to face that style again
down the road.

—Worth knowing.—
Worth

rca

ding.

SUBSCRIBE

SRS O
ONE YEAR FOR ONLY

They’ll see Northern $45 in county / $50 outside county
Durham (1-3) at home on call (919) 663-3232 or go to
Friday for their regu- chathamnewsrecord.com/subscribe/

lar-season finale, a game
that will be crucial to the

Chargers’ playoff hopes 7/ N
in this condensed season. You found
“(After the game) I was th e answer!

just saying ‘Don’t forget
this loss because losing
is not what we need to
become and we’ve got to
figure out a way to beat
Northern Durham,’”” Ho-
molka said. “We’ve just
got a lot to work on. We’ll
get there.”

Reporter Victor Hensley

To enter the COA’s monthly drawing for a $25 Visa Gift Card, call the
COA at 919-542-4512, extension 223 and follow the prompts on the

A: Goldston was

incorporated in 1907.

voicemail.

March’s winner will be drawn from eligible entries provided by 5/1/202.
The April winner will be announced in an May issue of the Chatham

can be reached at vhens- News + Record. One entry per household, per week. Employees of the
ley@chathamnr.com or on \COA and their dependents not eligible. /
Twitter at @Frezeal33.

Will investors change behavior after
the pandemic?

The COVID-19 pandemic may end up
changing our lives in some significant
ways. To cite one example, it’s likely
we’ll see a lot more people continue to
work remotely, now that they’ve seen
the effectiveness of tools such as video-
conferencing. Education, too, may be
forever changed in some ways. Perhaps
just as important, though, is how many
people may now think more about the
future — including how they invest.

If you work with a financial profes-
sional, you may have connected with this
individual over the past several months
through a videoconferencing platform,
rather than in person. Some people like this
arrangement because it offers more sche-
duling flexibility and eliminates the time
and effort of traveling to and from an
appointment. Others, however, still prefer
face-to-face contact and look forward to
when such arrangements will again be
practical and safe for everyone involved.
Butif you’re in the first group —that is, you
prefer videoconferencing — you may now
wish to use this communication method in
the future, at least some of the time.

But beyond the physical aspects of
your investing experience, you may now
be looking at some changes in your
investment strategy brought on, or at
least suggested, by your reactions to
the pandemic.

Forexample, many people —especially,
but not exclusively, those whose employ-
ment was affected by the pandemic —found
that they were coming up short in the
area of liquidity. They didn’t have enough
easily accessible savings to provide them
with the cash they needed to meet their
expenses until their employment situations
stabilized. Consequently, some individuals
were forced to dip into their long-term
investments, such as their 401(k)s and
IRAs. Generally speaking, this type of
move is not ideal — these accounts are

Pittsboro

Chad Virgil, CFP® ChFC®, CLU®
630 East St Suite 2
919-545-5669

Penguin Place Pittsboro
Eric C Williams, AAMS®
114 Russet Run Suite 120

919-542-3020

Siler City
Laura M Clapp, CFP®
301 E Raleigh St

919-663-1051 Suite 103

Governors Club

Sharon A Dickens, AAMS®
50101 Governors Dr Suite 118
919-967-9968

Kevin C Maley
984 Thompson St Suite E2
919-444-2961

designed for retirement, so, the more you
tap into them early, the less you’ll have
available when you do retire. Furthermore,
your withdrawals will likely be taxable,
and, depending on your age, may also be
subject to penalties.

If you were affected by this liquidity
crunch, you can take steps now to avoid its
recurrence. Your best move may be to build
an emergency fund containing three to six
months’ worth of living expenses, with
the funds held in a separate, highly acces-
sible account of cash or cash equivalents.
Of course, given your regular expenses,
it may take some time to build such an
amount, but if you can commit yourself to
putting away a certain amount of money
each month, you will make progress.
Even having a few hundred dollars in
an emergency fund can help create more
financial stability.

Apart from this new appreciation for
short-term liquidity, though, the foundation
for your overall financial future should
remain essentially the same. In addition
to building your emergency fund, you
should still contribute what you can afford
to your IRA, 401(k) and other retirement
plans. If you have children you want to
send to college, you might still explore
college-funding vehicles such as a 529
plan. Higher education will still be expen-
sive, even with an expansion in online
learning programs.

Post-pandemic life may contain some
differences, along with many similarities
to life before. But it will always be a smart
move to create a long-term financial stra-
tegy tailored to your individual needs,
goals and risk tolerance.

This article was written by Edward Jones
for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC

Pittsboro

Lee Shanklin, AAMS®
120 Lowes Drive Suite 107
919-545-0125

Chapel Hill
Jessica L Villagrana
180 Providence Rd
Suite 1c
984-219-6635

Fearrington
Kathy Brommage, CFP®
190 Chatham Downs Drive

919-960-6119

edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
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Long road ahead to state budget deal

Unspent funds may make partisan differences
on the budget easier to navigate than during
other recent years in N.C.

BY KIRK ROSS
Carolina Public Press

RALEIGH — As North Carolina’s
Democratic governor and Republican
legislators prepare their differing bud-
getary agendas, the sides are express-
ing optimism that they can achieve
some consensus this year, despite
acknowledgement of the disagreements
that have repeatedly derailed the state
budget process in recent years.

Gov. Roy Cooper released his spend-
ing plan, and legislators wrapped up
preliminary hearings last week, mov-
ing North Carolina’s two-year budget
cycle into the drafting stage.

North Carolina failed to adopt a bienni-
al budget in 2019 after talks between the
governor and legislative leaders broke
down. Cooper vetoed the legislature’s plan
shortly after its passage that June, mainly
over the failure to include Medicaid ex-
pansion under the Affordable Care Act.

Since then, a series of consensus
mini-budgets, supplemental bills and
an automatic budget backstop that
maintains funding at prior-year levels
have funded the state agencies.

At his $27.3 billion budget announce-
ment last week in Raleigh, Cooper was
cautiously optimistic that this year’s de-
bate wouldn’t dissolve into disagreement,
saying the dialogue, which dwindled to
nil in 2019, was much better this year.

The pandemic and the urgency to
move forward on infrastructure and
reopening schools has changed the
dynamics, he said, even as he acknowl-
edged that last year’s election left all
the key players in place.

“Unlike the last budget cycle we had,

I’'ve had numerous conversations with
both Republican and Democratic lead-
ership,” Cooper said.

“And one thing we agreed on is that
first, the people of North Carolina elect-
ed us again. So, we’re back in the same
situation that we were, and we owe it to
them to do the best that we can to find a
path forward.”

House Speaker Tim Moore said while
Cooper’s plan had some shared priori-
ties, the General Assembly would stick
to its own budget strategies.

“I look forward to reaching consen-
sus on a state budget that works for all
North Carolinians to avoid further ve-
toes by the governor of valuable funds
that taxpayers earned and communities
deserve,” Moore said in a statement.

Money left unspent

One consequence of the prior years’
stalemate may have made reaching a
deal this year a little easier.

The budget standoff boosted the state’s
bottom line by delaying expansions, rais-
es and major spending initiatives. That,
along with a stronger-than-anticipated
economic recovery and substantial feder-
al relief has resulted in a large, although
temporary, fund balance.

Going into this year, budget writers
will start with roughly $4 billion in
unspent funds.

Cooper’s budget plan includes a pay
raise for teachers averaging 10%, a
roughly 7.5% raise and bonuses for all
school personnel, and a 5% raise for
state employees. State retirees would
receive a 2% cost-of-living adjustment.

Cooper also wants a $4.7 billion
bond referendum to go to the voters in

November. It includes funds for K-12,
university and community college con-
struction and repair; water and sewer
infrastructure; and parks, museums
and aquariums.

Other major initiatives in Cooper’s pro-
posed budget include restoration of the
earned income tax credit, a new child and
dependent care tax credit, and a major
boost for the state’s parks, land conserva-
tion and water quality trust funds.

Meanwhile on Jones Street

House and Senate leaders are moving
ahead with their own initiatives after
two months of joint appropriations
hearings that set the stage for this
year’s plan

Senate budget committees will start
putting together their plans next
month. The rollout for some items in
the plan has already started.

Last Monday, Senate Leader Phil
Berger, R-Rockingham, and Sens. Dean-
na Ballard, R-Watauga, and Michael

Frank Taylor / Carolina Public Press

The North Carolina General Assembly meets in the State Legislative
Building in Raleigh.

Lee, R-New Hanover, announced a
major effort to retool the state’s literacy
and elementary reading programs.

A group of senators from Eastern
North Carolina also recently an-
nounced that they’ll seek additional
help with flood mitigation for inland
counties hit by repeated flooding. Coo-
per has similar initiatives in his plan.

No matter what happens with the
budget, it won’t be the only major spend-
ing plan this year. Cooper said he will also
announce a proposal for how to spend a
wave of federal funds coming to North
Carolina from the American Rescue Plan.

In addition to relief for individuals
and businesses, state government is
expected to receive roughly $5.3 billion
along with $277 million for capital proj-
ects. County, tribal and municipal gov-
ernments will get another $3.3 billion.

Also on the horizon is North Carolina’s
share of a federal infrastructure plan,
which is expected to be the Biden admin-
istration’s next major legislative push.

School of the Arts for Boys Academy golf
fundraiser a ‘huge success’

BY HANNAH
MCCLELLAN
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Schools
of the Arts for Boys
Academy hosted a golf
tournament on March
20 to fundraise for its fall
2021 opening. With 70
golfers out of 72 regis-
tered participating —
despite the cold tempera-
tures —the tournament
was “a huge success,”
said SABA founder Va-
lencia Toomer.

“Everyone had tons of
fun and positive energy
in the process,” Toomer
said, adding that Chapel

Staff photo by James Kiefer

School of the Arts for Boys Academy (SABA)
founder Valencia Toomes addresses fundraiser
attendees at the Golf Club at Chapel Ridge
last Saturday. All of the money raised at the
tournament went directly to SABA.

i}

Staff photo by James Kiefer

Theodore McCollum, front, drives a ball last Saturday during a SABA

fundraiser.

Ridge Golf Club said the and donations to help dent they had a greater
SABA tournament was provide creative learning mission; to support the
the largest it has hosted and meet accessibility vision of building SABA
in more than three years. goals, such as providing Kings. Their commitment

SABA, which was offi-
cially approved to operate
as a public charter school
in February, focuses on
using the arts and cultur-
ally responsive teaching
to close the achievement
gap and empower Black
and brown boys.

Though the school
will receive federal and
district funds, it will
also depend on grants

free meals to all students
during the school day.
The Chapel Ridge golf
tournament was its first
official fundraising effort;
there was a $100 entry
fee and all of the money
earned went directly to
SABA.

“The golfers were there
to compete in a tour-
nament,” Toomer said.
“However, it was evi-

was sincerely appreciat-
ed.”

Competitors trav-
eled from far as Texas,
Mississippi and Ohio to
play, Toomer said, adding
that she looks forward
to working with Chapel
Ridge as the fundraiser’s
yearly host.

Cedric Price, SABA’s
Development Officer, led
much of the inaugural

tournament’s planning,
including garnering
support from the local
community and sur-
rounding colleges and
universities, friends and
family to provide raffle
items — including a new
Callaway Epic Driver,
Cleveland RTX Zipcore 56
Wedge, Patrick Mahomes
Super Bowl jersey and
autographed Cowboys,
Packers and Steelers
helmets.

“The tournament was
a great show of unity, di-

VecinoAVecino
neighbor

neighbor

Mutual Aid for the Piedmont

This Community ROCKS!

Abundance NC is matching folks in need during this
Covid-19 period with volunteers and locals that have
time and resources. Here is a recap of what YOU
have accomplished since the pandemic started:

Yor help or to help:
[EIyE:E
o M
TR

@‘*ag

o Approximately 100 able + generous community
members have bought & delivered groceries and
paid utility bills directly for about 100 families in
need, sometimes repeatedly. ~$20,000

* Abundance NC has raised $16,000 and paid §11,000

worth of utility bills.

* You have avoided evictions several times by pooling
in money to cover unpaid rent due to lack of work or
reduced hours due to the pandemic.

* You have avoided disconnection of utilities and
helped people get their utilities reinstated for about

half a dozen families.

» We have connected approximately 50 families with
other community resources available.

* We have been able to cover Abundance NC staff
time to run this Neighbor2Neighbor program! !!

Thank YOU!

Much LOVE and BLESSINGS from the families
YOU help! This 1s community resilience! !!

versity and comradery,”
Toomer said.

The school’s enroll-
ment began in January
and will go through
April, and uses a weight-
ed lottery for admission
— meaning students
with various education
disadvantages are given
extra weight, or consid-
eration, for acceptance.
There are no fees to
attend, and Toomer said
the school anticipates
about 60% of its popula-
tion will qualify for free
and reduced lunch. The
lottery also gives extra
weight to siblings of
those accepted.

SABA is set to open in
August with 116 boys in
3rd, 4th and 5th grade
— with plans toadd a
grade level each subse-
quent year to eventually

reach the 12th grade. The
school will host a live
lottery for admission on
May 3, with the time and
location published on SA-
BA’s website at least two
weeks before the lottery.

The success evident at
the tournament brings
SABA one step closer to
enrolling its first class of
students, and then open-
ing its doors next August.

“Overall, for our very
first major fundraising
effort,” Toomer said of
the tournament, “we met
our goals and are ex-
tremely pleased with the
support and love that was
shown to SABA.”

Reporter Hannah Mc-
Clellan can be reached
at hannah@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
HannerMcClellan.

‘Overall, for our very first major
fundraising effort we met our goals and
are extremely pleased with the support
and love that was shown to SABA’

VALENCIA TOOMER, SABA founder

Staff photo by James Kiefer

Saundra Gardner fixes up a plate of food during
the tournament lunch break.
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‘THE WOMEN GET THINGS DONF’

Chatham female leaders wrap up Women’s History
Month by reflecting on issues impacting women

BY HANNAH
MCCLELLAN
News + Record Staff

The Chatham County
Library commemorated
National Women’s Histo-
ry Month — celebrated
in March to highlight the
contributions of women
in history and society —
with a Zoom roundtable
discussion regarding
issues affecting Chatham
women.

Hosted the afternoon
of March 27, the event
featured several local
female leaders: Chatham
Commissioners Karen
Howard and Diana Hales,
Executive Director of
the Hispanic Liaison
Ilana Dubester and Cindy
Perry, former mayor of
Pittsboro.

“T’'ve lived in Chatham
now for over 30 years,”
Moderator Vaughn
Upshaw said at the start
of the panel, “and in
my time here I've seen
women at the forefront
of the changes that have
really made a difference
and made this the kind of
place that many of us like
to call home.”

Upshaw, of the UNC
Gillings School of Global
Public Health, started
the panel by referencing
areport by a UNC Public
Policy from a few year’s
ago outlining the status
of women in Chatham,
which guided the discus-
sion.

The first topic of con-
versation was affordable
housing and the lack of it
in Chatham.

“I'm going to start by
talking about what we all
know is happening: we
are growing, and rapid-
ly,” Vaughn said, refer-
encing the 20% growth
Chatham has experi-
enced in the last decade.

Commissioner Hales
brought up the number
of new housing devel-
opments in Chatham —
particularly in the east
— noting that much of it
is unaffordable to long-
term residents. Already,
she said, Chatham has
a deficit of 3,000 units of
affordable housing.

The Liaison’s Dubester
echoed this, emphasizing
the economic inequity
between the western
and eastern sides of
Chatham. She shouted
out Chatham Habitat for
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Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow: A Woman's
Perspective on Chatham County

A roundtable discussion via Zoom in honor of Women's History Month

emadil rita.vanduinen@chathamlibraries.org for meeting info

to name a few.

“Karen and I are serv-
ing because of their ser-
vice,” Hales said. “They
chartered the path.”

Howard heralded
her fellow panelists
— especially Board of
Education member Del
Turner — saying she was
hearing their names and
about their work before
beginning to serve in her
current role as her com-
missioner. Even before
they had official titles or
roles, Howard said they
were dedicated leaders

Saturday, March 27
3:00-4:30 p.m.

The graphic for the Chatham County Women’s History panel event.

Humanity for its efforts
to increase housing
affordability. Siler City,
she said, in the east, has a
large immigrant commu-
nity, and new and often
unaffordable housing
developments often leave
this group behind in de-
velopment efforts. On top
of pre-existing inequity,
Dubester said the pan-
demic only emphasized
these issues.

For example, Moun-
taire — one of the largest
employers in Chatham
— did a “lousy job”
protecting its workers
from COVID-19, Dubester
said, leading to a large
outbreak in Siler City
and for many Hispanic
and immigrant residents.
This is just one of many
examples showing the
need to address inequity
“head on and early on,”
she said.

Cindy Perry, former
mayor of Pittsboro and
co-chairperson of Second
Bloom, spoke about
Second Bloom’s efforts
to support victims of
domestic abuse and sex-
ual assault. While these
issues are not confined by
gender or socioeconomic
status, Perry said they
impact low-income wom-
en at higher rates.

During the pandemic,
Commissioner How-
ard emphasized that
COVID-19 has had a dis-
proportionate impact on
women, who often bear
the brunt of increased
childcare or schooling re-
sponsibilities and caring
for ill family members, in
addition to often having
less work flexibility to
work remotely.

She also referenced
the lack of consistent

“making headway” in the
community.

Dubester named sever-
al whom she character-
ized as “up and coming
leaders” in Chatham —
Policy Analyst Stephanie
Watkins-Cruz, Communi-

make a difference for
everyone,” she said.

The panel concluded its
discussion before taking
questions by lauding the

broadband access — an
issue plaguing rural
areas of Chatham and
other surrounding rural
counties — and how this

has been a challenge work done by many wom- ty Partners Analyst Hil-
for women seeking to en throughout Chatham. ary Pollan and Manage-
maintain connection, Hales highlighted the ment Analyst Courtney

number of women com-
missioners in the past:
Mary Hayes Holmes,
Margaret Pollard, Uva
Holland and Betty Wilson

work remotely or help
children learn.

“We have to treat this
like a utility,” Howard
said. “Until that happens
we will continue to have
pockets of Chatham that
are suffering from lack of
access.”

The county has invest-
ed in towers — primarily
for Emergency Services,
but which can co-host
broadband internet ser-
vices. “It’s beginning to
chip away” at the broad-
band problem in Cha-
tham, she said, though it
won’t fix it for everyone,
and won’t make it more
affordable. Dubester said
she’d like to see Chatham
“lead the way” in subsi-
dizing broadband access
for residents.

“I agree,” Howard
said. “We need to pivot to
doing bold, brave things
that make a difference for
individuals.”

Howard also spoke
about increasing “mean-
ingful employment” for
women — referencing
her own experience in
pivoting from a career as
a lawyer to meet her life-
style needs, particularly
as a parent.

“If you make a differ-
ence for women in our
community, you will

Cooper-Lewter, who led
the county’s census ef-
forts. She applauded the
News + Record’s Victoria
Johnson, lead reporter

Need some SPACE?

We can help!

C

Please Join Us for Our

AMERICA’S

BEST STORAGE SPACE

for La Voz de Chatham
project, for her coverage
of the Chatham Latinx
community. There has
been more coverage of
the Hispanic community
during Johnson’s tenure,
Dubester said, than in the
previous 26 years of the
Hispanic Liaison.

The panelists each
praised several other
women in Chatham, both
those in official leader-
ship and official posi-
tions, and those without
credit or titles.

And while there’s still
much work to be done —
addressing broadband,
affordable housing,
healthcare, living wages
and more — the panel-
ists stressed that women
were leading the way in
many different fronts.

“The women get things
done,” Hales said.

Reporter Hannah Mc-
Clellan can be reached
at hannah@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
HannerMcClellan.

Offering:
-On-Site Manager
-Multiple Sizes
-Conference Room

; -One month free*
P (*12th month of one year rental agreement)

60 Andrews Store Rd.,Pittsboro, NC 27312
919-968-8705

americasbeststoragespace.com

CHATHAM
LITERACY

Online Spring Author Event!

You won't want to miss this live online
with local authors Jill McCorkle and

Tuesday, April 20 from 11:00am to 12:15pm Chatham Literacy presents
a Virtual Spring Author Event with noted novelist and award-winning short
story writer Jill McCorkle and Duke Professor, photographer, folklorist and
author Tom Rankin.

= \\{:..
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resentation
om Rankin.

This online event includes live discussions
with the couple about their acclaimed book,
Goat Light, showcasing vivid photography and
reflective stories about their rural Piedmont life.

il McCorlle

o

fom Rankin *

i Ticket sales: $1 00/person, beginning February 15
at www.chathamliteracy.org and 919-742-0578.

Each ticket purchased includes one raffle ticket for the door prize
drawings done throughout the event.

2., 1) Golf for four at the Golf Course at Chapel Ridge, carts included
2) Two-night stay at the Inn at Celebrity Dairy
3) One-night stay at the Inn at Celebrity Dairy
)
)

ONE YEAR FOR ONLY
$45 in county / $50 outside county

Extraordinary coverage of Chatham County since 1878

Chatham News -+ Record

call (919) 663-3232 or go to
chathamnewsrecord.com/subscribe/

4) Autographed copies of Goat Light
5) $50 gift card to the Sycamore at Chatham Mills
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Duke University
professor, photographer,
folklorist and author
Tom Rankin and his wife,
novelist and award-win-
ning short-story writer
Jill McCorkle, will be
featured in Chatham Lit-
eracy’s “Virtual Spring
Author Event” on April
20.

This online event
includes live discussions
with the couple about
their acclaimed book,
“Goat Light,” which
showcases vivid pho-
tography and reflective
stories about their rural
Piedmont lifestyle.

News + Record Pub-
lisher Bill Horner III
interviewed the couple
for a video posted on the
Facebook pages of the
newspaper and Chatham
Literacy; that video
can be found at https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=0QmsvKrQbnw.
A shortened version of
the interview, which has
been edited for clarity
and brevity, appears
below.

Registration for the
fundraiser is $100 and
includes one door prize
raffle ticket. The virtual
event will be held on the
Zoom videoconferencing
platform from 11 a.m.
—12:15 p.m. Register at
www.chathamliteracy.
org or by calling 919-742-
0578.

Goat Light, published
by Horse & Buggy Press
in Durham, is a folded-
gathered-and-bound
limited edition book. For
more information, go to
https://www.horseand-
buggypress.com/goat-
light.

Tom Rankin currently
directs the MFA in Exper-
imental and Documenta-
ry Art and is Professor
of the Practice of Art
at Duke University. His

CHATHAM CHAT | CHATHAM LITERACY AUTHOR EVENT

Folklorist Rankin, author McCorkle to discuss ‘Goat Light’

GOAT LIGHT

Tom Rankin and Jill McCorkle

writing has been pub-
lished widely in maga-
zines, journals and books,
among them: Sacred
Space: Photographs from
the Mississippi Delta and
Local Heroes Changing
America: Indivisible. His
award-winning pho-
tographs are in many
private and museum col-
lections — and appeared
in such stellar exhibits
as the Nasher’s “South-
ern Accent: Seeking the
South in Contemporary
Art.”

Jill McCorkle has pub-
lished four short story
collections and novels,
all as critically acclaimed
as “vibrant and engag-
ing” — including the 2020
released Hieroglyph-
ics. A New York Times
reviewer, in writing
about Hieroglyphics,
said: “A good novel can

perform the same percep-
tion-bending trick as a
lockdown: slowing time,
throwing light on shad-
owed corners, reminding
us of the interdependen-
cies among us that we
once took for granted.”

The couple lives in
Orange County.

You’re both creators.
What drives you in the writ-
ing and other creative work
that you do?

JILL: I think the
creative process is just
so much a part of every
ordinary day, both as a
reader and as a writer,
as someone observing,
taking notes. And so even
if I don’t have time to sit
down and formally write
for x-number of hours,
that creative process
really is what guides

At Cambridge Hills
& Twin Rivers

Your Family Is Our Family

CAMBRIDGE HILLS ASSISTED LIVING
140 Brookstone Lane ¢ Pittsboro

919.545.9573

‘/_\

TWIN
RIVERS

25 S. Rectory Street o Pittsboro

919-545-0149

F

Goat Light is published in two limited editions

GOAT LIGHT

b

— an edition of 750 sewn copies, offset printed
in full color on 120-pound, uncoated text-
weight, bright-white paper, and with covers
printed on a hand-fed, hand-cranked letterpress.
The heavyweight uncoated cover stock is a
mottled color somewhere between that of burlap
and a hay bale. A deluxe, limited edition of 26
copies, lettered A-Z, and signed by both Tom
and Jill, includes an 8-by-10 inch selenium-toned,
gelatin-silver contact print of an image not found

in the book.

each and every day, and
the notes that mark and
distinguish that day from
another.

TOM: I think I've
always been fascinated
by the creative process.
T've been fascinated by
the fact that it’s universal.
When I was a kid, I'd go
in somebody’s backyard,
and some old man would
be putting a new hoe
handle on his hoe, and
I would watch him, and
watch him create this
piece that would fit in this
hoe, and attach it. And
I feel like that I'm still
doing the same thing. 'm
wandering around the
world looking for things
that really engage me and
really kind of enliven the
day. And it’s about listen-
ing. I mean, photography
is about listening and
looking. And yet, I also
want to make work that
will last — like the guy
who makes the hoe han-
dle, you know ... he wants
it to last. That’s really
what it’s about for me.

Let’s talk about “Goat
Light.” This is such a unique
project. And it’s really inter-
esting to me that this is your
first project that you’ve
collaborated on together. Is
that correct?

TOM: Other than just
living together? (Laughs.)

JILL: Well, I'm the
sidekick on this one,
because really, the focus
of the book is so much
on Tom’s photography,
and the documentation of
the daily life of tending
goats and animals, and
various animals coming
and going in life. And
so much of what I have
written for the book is
just in conversation with
the photographs that he’s
taken.

TOM: We enjoy a lot of
the same things. And Jill
likes nothing better than
animals. We’ve always
had altogether way too
many animals. You know,
if two is good then three
must be better, and so
on and so forth. And
so I think some of the
collaboration just grows
naturally out of out of
that.

And then I did find that
so much really interest-
ing, compelling art comes
from close to home. And
so [ started very con-

sciously thinking, Well,
how beautiful is it at 6:30
in the morning when I'm
feeding goats? I should
start photographing
them. Why not? And one
thing led to another ...
and words and pictures
have a long history to-
gether. And so it seemed
sort of a natural, organic
evolution to think, well,
maybe we should do a
book.

So why goats? Because
you’re not farmers, right?
You’re creative people and
educators...

TOM: With me living
out on land, I wanted ani-
mals, and I wanted fairly
self-sufficient animals
because, as you say, we’ve
got regular jobs. And
goats ... the joke is goats
are the last of the self-suf-
ficient breed in a way,
and yet they’re always
getting out and they have
challenges. So that’s real-
ly ‘why goats.” Cows are
too big for one person. I
didn’t want anything that
would require me hiring
some help. You can pick
up a goat by yourself.

So then, I think, and
this is in all seriousness
... there’s a way in which
goats teach you what you
can and can’t control. It
became and it is a kind
of really nice balance to
me, the way most of us
live day to day. It became
almost like a therapeutic
occupation on the side.

Ijoke that, you know,
you go to a faculty meet-
ing at any university, and
nothing ever is resolved.
You go out and check
on your goats, and it’s
resolved. In all serious-
ness, I think that’s really
what the goats have given
me. I don’t know what
I've given them, but that’s
what they’ve given me.
And then I love to watch
them ...

JILL: I'm more a dog
person. But you know, I
love the goats. And there’s
nothing cuter than a pas-
ture full of kids.

“Goat Light” is a unique
book in many respects, but
also physically unique. Why
did you choose this specific
type of physicality for the
book?

TOM.: I really like pho-
tographs as objects. I like

books as objects. Here we
are in a digital age, and
there’s great advantages
to that, but I really do like
the material of the pho-
tograph. And so the idea
of making a book that we
don’t have to lose money
on, but that’s what we
really want ... so that’s
how it came about. It has
a letterpress cover ,so the
cover is handmade and
has a lot of handwork in-
volved in it. ... The intent
was never to make a kind
of coffee table, “home on
the farm” book, but more
of an artist’s book.

Jill, for you, as a novelist,
and someone who’s had
more traditional books
published, was the writing
experience for this book
different than other types
of writing you’ve done?

JILL: I focused on the
personalities of various
dogs and goats. And that
was my way. I think my
work as a fiction writer
is a lot about projection,
and exaggeration at
times, and so it seemed
an easy step to project a
lot of emotion into the
lives of the goats, wheth-
er it’s really there or not.
I think that’s what I was
always observing and
seeing.

TOM.: One of the things
you learn, and Jill writes
about, it is the mortality,
the reality of mortality,
that we’re always facing.
Animals have a relatively
short life expectancy. If
it can go wrong, if you
farm, it will. And so Jill
does write about that
reality, about the loss, the
wonder of having things
and then the loss of those
things. And, you know,
we all know that, but
we often don’t get to, we
don’t reflect on it enough,
maybe?

I’d like to hear from you
about the role that literacy
plays in your lives and why
you think it’s important, be-
cause without literacy, there
wouldn’t be consumers of
the work that you do or we
do. So share some thoughts
about that as we wrap up...

JILL: I think that what
literacy brings to an in-
dividual’s life is, in itself,
another life. And it’s that
other place I'm always
so thrilled to go at the
end of the day. Because
I think we replenish
ourselves, and our minds
and imagination, through
reading, and whatever
we’re reading, it’s a little
mini vacation. This year,
more than ever, I see
those books as tickets —
tickets!

And why should people
attend this event, on April
20? What will they get from
you?

TOM: Well, I think
we’ll try to be as enter-
taining as possible. If
you’ll come on April 20,
we’ll show some images
and we’ll talk about what
we do. But the bigger rea-
son to come is obviously
to support Chatham
Literacy and to support
the whole idea of literacy
— not only for yourself,
but for all the people
who may not be there on
April 20. And to support
where we are — our book
is about the uber-local,
about the back yard.
There’s nothing more
essential than to support
the “local,” whatever that
word means to you.
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Chatham Health Alliance expands outreach
directly to Spanish-speaking neighborhoods

BY VICTORIA
JOHNSON
News + Record Staff

The Chatham Health
Alliance has been
connecting hundreds
of Chatham residents
to resources since the
COVID-19 pandemic’s
early stages. In mid-
March, however, the
Alliance took its outreach
to a whole new level.

On March 16, members
brought their Communi-
ty Resource Hub into a
Spanish-speaking neigh-
borhood for the first time
— and it all began with a
new partnership and an
enduring drive to help.

“The high was about
38 degrees, and it was
raining, but we had seven
volunteers who were so
happy to be there,” said
the Alliance’s vice chair-
person, Sara Martin.
She’s also the Prevention
Programming Special-
ist for Insight Human
Services, one of the Alli-
ance’s member agencies.

Last spring, the Cha-
tham Health Alliance — a
group of local agencies
and community members
working together to im-
prove Chatham’s health
outcomes — initiated sev-
eral projects in response
to COVID-19 to connect
people and communities
with crucial resources.
One was the Chatham
Community Resource
Hub, a mobile effort
among various partner
agencies to provide free
resources to those in
need across the county.

“When we were talking
through what sort of
things we thought the
community needed,
we were hearing that
community agencies
were having a hard time
getting their resources
out safely,” said Julie
Wilkerson, the Alliance’s
coordinator. “ ... So that’s
where we came up with
the idea to drive-thru
events and to make
these hubs mobile. We're
actually going out into
the community where the
community lives.”

According to the Alli-
ance’s website, the Hub
has handed out more
than 1,230 masks and pro-
vided resources for 225
families so far. Alliance
partners have also given
out free medical lock box-
es, medication disposal
kits and car seats.

They began last year
by partnering with CORA
— the Chatham Outreach
Alliance — for monthly
mobile markets in Siler
City, where they served

Submitted photo

The Chatham Health Alliance’s Julie Wilkerson (left), the Alliance’s vice
chair Sara Martin as well as the Chatham health department’s Alicia Doran
and Ingrid Castro-Salinas (right) scheduled 55 people in Country Living
Estates for vaccination appointments at the St. Julia clinic.

primarily Spanish-speak-
ing residents. Since then,
they’ve expanded to work
with other agencies and
various churches, includ-
ing Cedar Grove UMC in
Pittsboro.

“Then recently, when
the health department
was able to start giving
out vaccines, we saw a
need to do outreach to the
community to get more
of our community mem-
bers equitably signed
up for vaccine appoint-
ments,” Wilkerson said.
“Those have been really
amazing events that
have actually on occa-
sion turned into vaccine
clinics.”

On March 16, the Al-
liance brought that out-
reach directly to Country
Living Estates, a predom-
inantly Spanish-speaking
neighborhood in Siler
City — but that decision
wasn’t based on weeks’
worth of planning,
Martin told the News +
Record. Instead, it was all
rather “last-minute.”

Earlier in March,
Martin had been in a
meeting with Josh Maple,
a representative for the
Inter-Faith Food Shut-
tle, while he had been
talking about the services
the Shuttle provides.

He also mentioned the
Shuttle was looking to
make new partnerships,
which prompted Martin
to reach out and see if
the Resource Hub could
partner with the Food
Shuttle.

“He responded to me,
and basically, he told me
he was doing an event
and he had time in Siler
City,” she said. “He had
two hours, and did I know
of a place they could
go? I was like, ‘Well, not
right now, but I'll figure
it out.”

She ultimately figured

it out a few days later in a
lunch meeting with
Communities In

information and resource
gaps within minority
communities.

Schools’ Maria “It is very reward-
Soto and Travis ing to be able to get
Patterson. information out to
“I hap- families
pened to and for
mention them to
itto be so en-
them, gaged,”
and as DE CHATHAM she said,
soon as we adding,
were T CHATHAM “Itis
done (hatham News + Record LLH HOSPITAL  soim-
With UNC HEALTH CARE portant
lunch, Maria was like, for us to
‘Come on,” and she drove  build trust and to be able

me to Country Living
Estates, through that
neighborhood,” Martin
said. “She introduced me
to the property manager,
and he said, ‘Absolutely!
Bring the food truck,
bring the Resource Hub
here.””

And just days later,
that’s what they did.

In two hours, the
Inter-Faith Food Shut-
tle handed out 127 hot
meals of chicken and
vegetable quesadillas,
rice and beans — all free
— while the Hub and the
Chatham health depart-
ment worked together
to sign up residents for
vaccination appoint-
ments. By the end of the
event, Martin said they’d
signed up enough people
“to impress the health
department.”

“I think it was one of
my favorite experiences,
and it was a great group
of people,” Martin said,
smiling. “We just really
worked well together, fig-
ured out what everyone
was going to do, and then
we got it done.”

CIS’ Maria Soto vol-
unteered at the March
16 event as well. She
said she, too, was hap-
py to partner with the
Resource Hub and to
continue to help bridge

to bring information and
services to those commu-
nities where they are at.”
Martin added that she
was also impressed by
how quickly the health
department provided
bilingual staff members.
“It was less than two
weeks out, and I told the
health department, ‘T'm
sorry, I know this is last
minute, but this is not
going to work without
Spanish speakers,”” she
said, “and it was four
hours later, and they
came back and said, ‘We
got four for you.””
The Alliance returned
to Country Living just
a week later on March
24 — this time with the
Hispanic Liaison — to
schedule vaccine ap-
pointments for the mass
vaccination clinic the
health department held
at St. Julia Catholic
Church back on March
27. That day, Wilkerson
said they scheduled 55
appointments — and all
for Hispanic residents.
“Over the last two
weeks through the out-
reach events we’ve done,
including these hubs,
they’ve had 400 people
say they found out about
getting signed up for the
vaccine through those
outreach events,” Wilk-

Duke Energy and county
officials to test sirens
around Harris Nuclear

Plant

NEW HILL — The outdoor
warning sirens around Harris Nu-
clear Plant will be tested between
10 and 11 a.m. on Wednesday, April
14.

The 83 sirens within 10 miles
of the Harris Nuclear Plant will
sound for five to 30 seconds. To en-
sure they are functioning properly,
it may be necessary to test some
sirens more than once. Testing
is performed in cooperation with
emergency officials in Chatham,
Harnett, Lee and Wake counties,
who are responsible for sounding
the sirens.

This information is reflected in
the 2021 Harris Nuclear Emergen-
cy Preparedness booklets sent to
residents living within the 10-mile
Harris Nuclear Plant emergency
planning zone.

Because this is a test, local
broadcasting stations will not
interrupt regular programming to
broadcast Emergency Alert Sys-
tem (EAS) messages. If there were

NEWS BRIEFS

ever a real emergency at the plant
requiring the sirens to be sounded,
local radio and television stations
would broadcast information and
instructions to the public.

For more information about the
outdoor warning sirens, residents
can refer to information available
at duke-energy.com/NuclearEP.

Elections Board combats
misinformation with new
webpage

RALEIGH — Continuing its ef-
forts against mis- and disinforma-
tion, the State Board of Elections
has launched a special webpage to
combat myths and falsehoods that
spread quickly about elections.

The state board will use the
webpage to debunk conspiracy the-
ories and false claims about elec-
tions, provide facts, and explain
how you can help slow the spread
of mis- and disinformation.

The state board’s initiative
against misinformation builds off
the voter confidence campaign
launched in late 2019. By com-
batting false claims, the board
continues to ensure that #YourVo-

teCountsNC.

“Election officials across the
United States agree that misin-
formation is a top threat to our
elections today. It is harmful to the
elections process, eroding public
trust in the hard work election
officials do every day,” said Karen
Brinson Bell, executive director of
the state board. “The webpage is
another way we can provide voters
the truth about elections.”

Along with the new webpage, the
state board office is offering a new
way for the public to report sus-
pected mis- and disinformation. If
you see something about elections
that’s confusing or does not seem
accurate, please email the state
board at misinformation@ncsbe.
gov. Board staff will research
the claims or posts and respond
accordingly.

The state board already re-
sponds to falsehoods about
elections through press releases
and social media. Each Monday,
the board publishes a Mythbuster
Monday post on Twitter that re-
veals the truth about one tidbit of
election misinformation.

— CN+R staff reports
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The Chatham Health Alliance, Communities
In Schools, Inter-Faith Food Shuttle and the
Chatham health department went out into
Country Living Estates on March 16 to help
residents schedule vaccine appointments and

hand out free meals.

erson said. “We know
that 30 people who got
appointments specifically
said the reason you know
to call me is because
of the Inter-Faith Food
Shuttle Resource Hub
event, but that’s just peo-
ple who offered up that
information, so it was
probably more.”

According to Martin,
the Alliance plans to
continue these events and
bring them to different
Spanish-speaking neigh-
borhoods across Cha-
tham County in partner-
ship with CIS, the health
department and the Food
Shuttle.

“The Food Shuttle
was really pleased with
how many people turned
out and they were the
ones that said, ‘Let’s
keep doing more of this,’
and gave me some more
dates,” she said. “So
that’s turning into a real-

ly fruitful partnership, I
think.”

The next Resource
Hub/Food Shuttle event
will be from 11 a.m. to
4 p.m. on April 13 at
Love’s Creek in Siler City,
Martin said. They’ll once
again be handing out free
hot meals, educating resi-
dents about the COVID-19
vaccine and perhaps
scheduling people for
appointments.

“We would love to
partner with the Food
Shuttle for those events as
much as we can because
we know that food brings
people out and we can give
them the resources we
have,” added Wilkerson. “
... We've been all around
the county, and we’re look-
ing to continue to locate
everywhere we can.”

Reporter Victoria John-
son can be reached at
victoria@chathamnr.com.
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Phone and Internet Discounts
Available to CenturyLink Customers

North  Carolina
CenturyLink as an
Telecommunications Carrier within its service
area for universal service purposes. GenturyLink’s
basic local service rates for residential voice
lines are $25.50-$27.50 per month and business
services are $37.00-$40.00 per month. Specific
rates will be provided upon request.

CenturyLink participates in a government benefit
program (Lifeline) to make residential telephone
or qualifying broadband service more affordable

to eligible low-income individuals and families.
Eligible customers are those that meet eligibility
standards as defined by the FCC and state
commissions. Residents who live on federally
recognized Tribal Lands may qualify for additional
Tribal benefits if they participate in certain
federal eligibility programs. The Lifeline discount
is available for only one telephone or qualifying
broadband service per household, and can be on
either wireline or wireless service. Broadband
speeds must be 25 Mbps download and 3 Mbps
upload or faster to qualify.

A household is defined for the purposes of the
Lifeline program as any individual or group
of individuals who live together at the same
address and share income and expenses. Lifeline
service is not transferable, and only eligible
consumers may enroll in the program. Consumers
who willfully make false statements in order to
obtain a Lifeline discount can be punished by
fine or imprisonment and can be barred from the

If you live in a CenturyLink service area, please
call 1-800-201-4099 or visit centurylink.com/
lifeline with questions or to request an application
for the Lifeline program.
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Superb Bowls
Farro or Brown Rice 4 1/2 cups water teaspoon pepper u e r Ow S
11/2 cup farro or 2 tablespoons butter
brown rice 1 teaspoon salt & 1/2
Add all ingredients into a heavy pot with a lid. Bring to a boil over Football bowl games: bowls taste any different than
medium-high heat. Cover and lower heat to medium-low. Cook until the ) ; " .
water is cooked off and farro is chewy/tender (38-43 minutes). Orange Bowl, Sugggm m(?rlé iﬁi:gg{g%ﬁﬁﬁa&? if‘ggégggégi;g}ﬁg‘me
Butt ’ . . .
“ Rose trend which began on along with a few varia-
2 pounds pork butt cut  nutmeg 1/2 teaspoon freshly Bowl social media and then tions.
into 1-inch chunks 4 crushed juniper ground black pepper even spread to hipster restau- These social media
1 teaspoon dry thyme berries 2 onions, roughly cut the rant. Influencers artfully mavens think that they
1/2 teaspoon dried 1/2 teaspoon ground Zest of 1 orange Cheez-  placed colorful food into  invented “the bowl.” But
1 Sr c:;s rzi?lfc_;i fresh 1 ;:/‘-g rtoe\gsg Osoe r?g salt Itand bowls and put them on folks have been eating
Put all the ingredients into a large bowl and toss to coat. Cut out a very Duke’s  the Ins'ta.. Buzz ensued, food in bowls forgver.
large piece of foil and cover with a piece of parchment the same size. DEBBIE Mayo and variations sprung Stew, spaghetti and
Place on the coated pork and onions. Cover with parchment and then foil MATTHEWS Bowl. up. meatballs, chili, and the
pieces. Close and tightly seal all around. Place on a rimmed baking sheet The Curious Nope. For breakfast there are  beloved macaroni and
and cook at 275° for 5 hours or until falling apart tender. Cook Tup-  the acai and smoothie cheese. While they may
Remove from oven, slit to release steam and cool a bit. perware bowls. Although why not be as pretty, they’ve

German Scented Chicken Thighs

2 pounds boneless 1/4 teaspoon dried 1/4 teaspoon ground

skinless chicken rosemary caraway seed
thighs 10 gratings fresh Salt
2 tablespoons butter nutmeg Freshly ground black
1/2 teaspoon dry 3 crushed juniper pepper
thyme berries Zest of 1/2 orange

Stir together all ingredients into a pre-heated large heavy skillet. Cook
on medium until the meat is cooked through and internal temp is 165°.
*You can also do this with cubes of tofu in case of vegetarianism.
Melted Red Cabbage

1/2 teaspoon caraway
seed

10 gratings of nutmeg
extremely thin 1 teaspoon sugar

3 tablespoons butter 1 teaspoon apple cider

Put cabbage, butter, caraway, nutmeg, a big pinch of salt and pepper
along with water into a skillet. Cover and cook on medium until the cab-
bage is wilted and has released its liquid (8-ish minutes).

Remove lid and let cook until skillet is mostly dry. Then add sugar and
vinegar. Cook, stirring often unto there is the smallest bit of browning
around the edges. Taste for seasoning and re-season if necessary.
Melted Kale

chopped
2 tablespoons butter
into ribbons 2 tablespoons water
1 yellow onion, 15 gratings nutmeg
Into a large skillet add kale, onion, butter, water, nutmeg, sugar, and a
big pinch of salt & pepper. Cover and cook for 8 minutes. Uncover and
cook until the onion begins to brown. Remove from heat, add lemon
juice. Taste for seasoning and adjust if needed.
Sugar Snaps

1 pound of sugar snap removed Salt and pepper
peas with strings 2 tablespoons butter 1 tablespoon of water
Place everything into a skillet and cook on medium-high until the liquid
has cooked out and veg are tender (6-8 minutes).
Asparagus

and discarded then
cut into 11/2 inch

vinegar
1 tablespoon water
Salt and pepper

1 small or 1/2 a large
head of red cabbage,
cored and slices

1 teaspoon sugar
Juice of 1lemon
Salt and pepper

1 large bunch of kale,
stemmed and cut

Salt and pepper
1 tablespoon of water

1 pound very thick (as
thick as your thumb)
asparagus with about pieces.
1inch cut off bottom 1 tablespoon butter

Put everything into skillet and cook, uncovered for about 4 minutes or
until the water’s gone and the veg just begins to brown.

Assemble bowls: place about 3/4 cup of grain into bottom of bowl. On
top arrange meat, leafy veg, and asparagus or snap peas. Sprinkle on
chopped fresh chives or parsley if desired.

Ranked #1

MbmldBOLDnc com

CHAPEL HILL

HBC) D

CONSTRUCTION

Your home has never
been more important.

We'll help you find it.

BOLD

REAL ESTATE
www.boldre.com

bowl, cereal bowl, crystal
bowl, mixing bowl.

Nope.

Not even that oh-so-
refined lawn game played
by gentle folk dressed in
white or the unfortunate
haircut made by placing
one of the aforemen-
tioned bowls on the
unlucky victim’s head.

I’'m talking about the
current dish du jour:

anyone would want to
eat a bowl of smoothie is
curious. For the athletic
types there is the protein
bowl. Yoga fanciers have
Buddha bowls and carb
lovers have grain bowls.
Not to be left out, I
made what would be a
plate of food and draped
it into a bowl in an aes-
thetically pleasing way.
(Spoiler alert: it doesn’t

always been prized for
ease of use, tastiness,
and portability. There
is nothing better than
sitting on the couch, in
your pajamas and eating
supper (or breakfast) in
front of the TV.

Bowls are pure, 100%
comfort dining.

Thanks for your time.

Contact me at dm@
bullcity.mom.

Photo courtesy of Debbie Matthews

A prepared ‘farro butt bowl.’

Dental Insurance

likely to use -

Cleanings

6154-0120

X-rays

Fillings

4 Helps cover over 350 services

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. It can help cover the services you're most

v VvV VNV

Crowns

Dentures

4 Preventive care starts right away

4 Go to any dentist you want - but
save more with one in our network

4 No deductible, no annual maximum

Call today for all the details.

844-903-1784

Caall now +o getHhis FREE
|nfo\fmo\+ion Kl'“

dental50plus.com/chatham

Here's the information
on Dental insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider.
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete
details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-
4433 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150
(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P1500K; TN: PISOTN). Rider kinds B438/B439.

/Z

Physicians Mutual’

Insurance for all of us.”

Prepare for
power outages
with a Generac
home standby

generator

FREE

7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!

GENERAC

GENERAC

Offer valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.
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Soil and Water
Conservation District
announces new no-till
drill available for rent

PITTSBORO — Spring
planting season is here, and
the Chatham Soil and Water
Conservation District is excited
to announce that its new no-till
drill is available for rent. The
new Haybuster 77C is available
for rent by Chatham County
residents at a cost of $10 per acre
with a minimum $75 charge.

There are many benefits to
using the no-till drill including:

« reduces soil erosion by es-
tablishing living ground cover

- improves germination of
seed compared to broadcasting

« reduces labor required per acre

- decreases soil disturbance,
which means healthier soil and
has additional benefits:

- increases water infiltration

« decreases soil moisture
evaporation

 conserves and improves
organic matter

- improves soil structure

« promotes biological activity

 reduces nutrient losses

What to know before renting:

« 35 horsepower minimum is
needed to operate the drill.

» Rear hydraulic hook-up is
needed on the tractor.

+ The drill is small enough (7.6
feet wide) to access smaller acreage
but can still handle the big jobs.

« The drill can be used to seed
cool and warm season grasses,
legumes, small grains, wild-
flowers, soybeans and more.

The Chatham Soil and Water
Conservation District’s older
TruAx no-till drill is still avail-
able for rent as well. Those
who are interested may reach
out to the Chatham Soil and

NEWS BRIEFS

Water Conservation District
Office to schedule a rental.

Chatham Community
Library to host N.C.
Poet Laureate Jaki

Shelton Green

PITTSBORO — Chatham
Community Library will
commemorate National Poetry
Month in April with a presen-
tation by NC Poet Laureate,
Jaki Shelton Green. The virtu-
al event entitled “An Evening
with the North Carolina Poet
Laureate,” will take place at 6
p.m. on Saturday, April 24.

Jaki Shelton Green is the
first African American and
third woman to be appointed as
the North Carolina Poet Lau-
reate. She is a 2019 Academy
of American Poets Laureate
Fellow, 2014 N.C. Literary Hall

&>

FLOWER: YELLOW

April showers Lring.

uttercups have cup-shaped flowers made

up of five petals. People used to believe
that the rich yellow color of butter originated
from a high content of buttercups in the
cows’ diet. This belief is false. Cows avoid
buttercups because they are poisonous!

STEM AND LEAVES: GREEN

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

wildflowers!

Look closely: Can you find the two identical bouquets of flowers?

Color these drawings and enjoy the
beauty of some of North America’s

luebonnets are the Texas state
flower. Some grow to be three

feet high! The bluebonnet comes from
the legume (bean) family.

FLOWER: PURPLE/DARK BLUE
STEM AND LEAVES: GRAY-GREEN

THE AWARD-WINNING PRINT & ONLINE FAMILY FEATURE

Facebook

©2021 by Vicki Whiting, Editor  Jeff Schinkel, Graphics  Vol. 37, No. 18

hummingbirds.

Find Kid Scoop on

. Take a walk outside and look
‘O~ around! Chances are you will
@ see flowers starting to bloom.

. April is a month to celebrate
"« the colorful display of flowers

in our community. Even pesky
weeds bloom this time of year!

Tw Indian Paint Brush is
Wyoming’s state flower. It has
been used to make dyes. The main
pollinators of this wildflower are

FLOWER: RED-ORANGE
STEM AND LEAVES: GREEN

il

Poppies are the California state
flower. They can be found
blooming throughout the state in spring.

FLOWER: ORANGE
STEM AND LEAVES: GREEN

Circle It!

On one page of the newspaper,
find and circle the letters that
spell each of the flowers on
this page. Connect the circled
letters to spell each word.

of Fame Inductee, 2009 N.C.
Piedmont Laureate appointee,
and 2003 recipient of the North
Carolina Award for Literature.
Green, a professor of Docu-
mentary Poetry at Duke Uni-
versity Center for Documenta-
ry Studies, has been named the
2021 Frank B. Hanes Writer in
Residence at UNC Chapel Hill.

Her publications include Dead
on Arrival, Masks, Dead on
Arrival and New Poems, Conjure
Blues, singing a tree into dance,
breath of the song, Feeding the
Light, and i want to undie you.
On Juneteenth 2020, she released
her first LP, poetry album, The
River Speaks of Thirst.

Owner of SistaWRITE,
Green provides retreats for
women writers in Sedona,
Arizona; Martha’s Vineyard;
Ocracoke; Northern Morocco;
and Tullamore, Ireland.

National Poetry Month was

introduced in 1996 and was
inspired by the success of
Black History Month, held each
February, and Women’s History
Month, held in March. In 1995,
the Academy of American Poets
convened a group of publishers,
booksellers, librarians, liter-
ary organizations, poets, and
teachers to discuss the need and
usefulness of a similar month-
long holiday to celebrate poetry.
To register for this event
and to receive virtual meeting
instructions, individuals may
contact Chatham Community
Library Branch Manager Rita
Van Duinen at rita.vanduin-
en@chathamlibraries.org.
This event is free and open to
the public and made possible
with the generous support of
the Friends of the Chatham
Community Library.

— CNH+R staff reports

@&)wia scoon

Standards Link: Language Arts: Follow
simple written directions.

Find the words in the puzzle.
BLUEBONNET How many of them can you
BUTTERCUP find on this page?
LEGUME TNAITDNTIHBE
INDIAN
FAMILY TENNOBETUTLRB
TEXAS EMDONBTTMH
BLOOM XOFYLTREFR
BRUSH ALOOEDTUWI
SEEDS SEORGSTRSZC
AVOID
PODS SMCHUSWOCH
DYES OUF AMI LYVW
STEM PODSEEDS S A
COWS
RICH e .o Ko

State Flower Scramble

Which flower belongs to which state? Unscramble the
letters underneath each flower to find out!

camellia

@

ABAALAM

violet

o

NOSILILI

(==- Write On!
Spring Poems

Write a poem that describes spring
in your community.

the

$
A

Chatham YMCA

* CHATHAM YMCA SCHOOL HOLIDAY CAMP
* YMCA DAY CAMP: PITTSBORO
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
* YMCA DAY CAMP: PERRY HARRISON SCHOOL

287 East Street, Suite 412,
Pittsboro, NC 27312
More Info: 919-545-9622

Chatham News + Record

Subscribe Today
919-663-3232
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PLACE YOUR AD HERE FOR $5 PER WEEK. CALL 919-663-3232

Up to 25 words — additional words 20¢ each
PLUS: Your ad is posted on chathamnewsrecord.com for FREE!

CLASSIFIEDS

REAL ESTATE

LEARN ABOUT LAND - Chatham
Land Experts - www.learn-
aboutland.com - 919-362-6999.
Jy2,tfnc

OFFICE SPACE RENT

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT, Ap-
proximately 2,000 sq. ft. recep-
tion area, conference room,
six offices, kitchenette and
restrooms. Siler Business Park,
919-930-1650. Jn15,tfnc

MOBILE HOME RENTAL

2 BEDROOM, 1 BATH mobile
home on 5 acres in Siler City,
window unit - a/c & heat, no
pets, washer/dry connections,
county water call 919-260-
1354, A1,8,15,22,4tp

HOUSE FOR RENT

POWELL SPRINGS APTS. Ever-
green Construction introduces
its newest independent living
community for adults 55 years
or older, 1 and 2 bedroom ap-
plications now being accepted.
Office hours: Mon, Tues &
Thurs, 8:30 - 4:30. Call 919-
533-6319 for more information,
TDD # 1-800-735-2962, Equal
housing opportunity, Handi-
capped accessible, A2,tfnc

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS now
for one bedroom apartments,
adults 55 years or older.

Water included, appliances
furnished, on-site laundry,
elevator, keyless entry. Sec-
tion 8 accepted. $486/mo., no
security deposit. Application
fee $25 per adult. Call Braxton
Manor, 919-663-1877. Handicap
accessible. Equal Housing Op-
portunity. A2,tfnc

YARD SALE

CARBONTON COMMUNITY CEN-
TER - April 9, 7a.m. to 6p.m.;
April 10, 7a.m. to 12p.m.;
Clothing, household items,
couches, chairs, beds, Home-
made Baked Goods - (Saturday
- Clearance Sale), A8,1tp

AUCTIONEERS

RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTION-
EERS - Equipment, Business,
Liquidation, Estates, Land,
Houses, Antiques, Personal
property, Coins, Furniture,
Consignments, Benefits, etc.,
NCAL #7706, 919-548-3684,
919-663-3556, rickyelling-
tonauctions@yahoo.com,
S3,tfnc

AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HARRIS
at JHA. One Call...We sell it
all!'!! Real Estate, Personal
Property, Estate Settlement,
Farms & Land, Business Lig-
uidation. JHA has been con-
ducting auctions in the state
of NC since 1989. Fully licensed
Real Estate and Auction Firm.
NCAL #8420 Firm #8086 www.
JerryHarrisAuction.com, 919-
498-4077, S3,tfnc

RAINBOW WATER FILTERED
VACUUMS, Alice Cox, Cox’s
Distributing - Rainbow -- Cell:
919-548-4314, Sales, Services,
Supplies. Serving public for 35
years. Rada Cutlery also avail-
able. F4-A15,11tp

JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of
charge. Due to many months
of low steel prices and unsta-
ble steel markets, we cannot

pay for cars at this time. Cars,
trucks, and machinery will be
transported and environmen-
tally correctly recycled at no
charge. 919-542-2803. A2,tfnc

1 PAY IN CASH FOR Junk Cars
and trucks. Prompt courteous
service. Call 910-464-5434 or
Cell: 910-639-5614. God Bless!
J9,tfnc

CARPENTRY WORK - all types,
repairs, renovation, installa-
tion, windows and doors. Call
Robert Clark, 919-742-3194.
My25,tfnc

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree

removal, stump grinding, lot
clearing. Visa & Master Card
accepted. Timber. Free esti-
mates. 919-258-3594 N9,tfnc

VERTICAL WALLS - Se busca
ayuda laboral - Buscamos tra-
bajadores para una empresa
de muros de contencién para
ayudar a apilar bloques y con-
struir muros. 40 o mas horas
a la semana, con un pago a
partir de $19/20 / hora. Tam-
bién ofrecemos pago de horas
extras, asi como beneficios de
salud, dentales y de la vista.
Para comprender mejor lo que
hard, visite nuestro sitio web
en www.verticalwalls.com. Si
estd interesado, llame a nues-
tra oficina al 919-852-0840.
Estamos abiertos de lunes a
viernes de 9 a 5 si desea venir
y completar una solicitud. Le
pedimos que programe una
cita antes de llegar. La direc-
cion de nuestra oficina es 612
W. Lane St. Raleigh, NC. A8,1tc

TOWN OF PITTSBORO, SENIOR
PLANNER

HIRING SALARY: $55,000 -
$65,000 Annually; OPENING
DATE: March 11, 2021; CLOS-
ING DATE: Open Until Filled;
POSITION TYPE: Full-Time
(Monday - Friday, 8:30am -
5:00pm); DEPARTMENT: Plan-
ning SUMMARY: The Senior

Planner performs complex,
professional level work in the
field of community planning,
zoning, and development ser-
vices. - ESSENTIAL JOB FUNC-
TIONS: Coordinates with and
provides technical assistance
to developers, engineers, ar-
chitects, contractors, citizens
and elected and appointed
officials to interpret Town
plans and land use regula-
tions. Prepares and presents
staff reports, analyses, and
recommendations for a variety
of complex zoning land use
approvals including rezonings,
special use permits, subdivi-
sions, variances, and appeals.
Reviews complex, large-scale
development proposals for
compliance with applicable
land use, environmental, zon-
ing, and design regulations,
issues correction requests,
approves plans, certifies
compliance, and conducts
follow-up inspections. Pre-
pares ordinances or revisions
to ordinances related to land
use and development issues

in compliance with and to im-
plement the Land Use Plan and
other policy direction. Provides
guidance to junior staff, serves
as liaison to assigned boards
and organizations, oversees
commercial development
review team consisting of vari-
ous departments and agencies
to facilitate and coordinate

plan review and adjudicate
conflicts between various
agency regulations. Assists
with complex problems and
situations, providing techni-
cal expertise in long-range
planning, code development,
zoning administration, site
plan review, or other special
projects as assigned. Partici-
pates in and oversees public
outreach efforts and public
information projects related
to departmental activities and
performs customer service
and provides information and
answers questions regarding
Department activities, proj-
ects, proposals, processes,
and procedures. Performs oth-
er related duties as assigned.
- KNOWLEDGE AND QUALIFICA-
TIONS: Thorough knowledge
of principles and practice of
urban planning, zoning, and
land use. Ability to present the
results of research effectively
in oral, written, and graphic
form. Ability to respond to ef-
fectively to the most sensitive
inquiries or complaints. Ability
to identify problems and re-
view related information to
develop and evaluate options
and implement solutions that
are in accordance with laws,
ordinances, and established
principles. Ability to establish
and maintain effective, profes-
sional working relationships.
Ability to act independently

=

PITTSBORO VILLAGE

APARTMENTS

Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA
Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the
rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312
919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962
Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

A
/AJ\
CHATHAM COUNTY

e

o AT R

Opportunities

Visit www.chathamnc.org

Career

Available

and click on Jobs

HIRING
CNA’s

3RP SHIFT

CALL: 919-542-3151
Monday-Friday 8:30am to 4:00pm

for appointment to complete
application and interview

Pittsboro Christian Village
1825 East Street, Pittsboro, NC

in carrying out specific tasks,
while at the same time being
able to participate in or coor-
dinate team-oriented projects.
- EDUCATION, EXPERIENCE,
AND OTHER REQUIREMENTS:
Graduation from an accred-
ited school with a Bachelor’s
Degree in Planning or closely
related field and two (2)

years of related experience,
or Equivalent combination of
education and experience,
Valid North Carolina driver’s
license. - PHYSICAL DEMANDS
AND WORK ENVIRONMENT:
Work is performed primarily in
a standard office environment
and occasionally outdoor.
May be required to lift and
carry items weighing up to 10
pounds. A qualified applicant
or employee with a disability
may be afforded reasonable
modifications to perform the
essential job functions of a
position in compliance with
the Americans with Disabilities
Act. - ADDITIONAL INFORMA-
TION: Interested applicants
must submit a completed
online application to be con-
sidered. This is a continuous
recruitment; review of applica-
tions will begin immediately.
Prompt application is highly
encouraged. Recruitment will
close without notice when a
sufficient number of qualified
applications are received or
all hiring decisions have been

CLASSIFIED
INFORMATION

Line ad deadline
Tuesday — Noon

Display ad deadline
Monday — 5 p.m.

Rates and payment
Minimum charge of

$5 for each classified
advertisement of 25 words
or less per week. For each
additional word, no matter
how many insertions, add
20¢ per word. Payable in
advance.

Blind ads

No information will be
given out by this office

to the identity of person
placing “keyed” or “blind”
ads.

Errors

In advertisements that run
more than one week, we
are responsible for errors
appearing in the first
week only. If you find an
error in your ad, report it
immediately.

made. Successful candidates
will be subject to a background
check and drug screening.

ON-LINE ESTATE AUCTION

Estate of the Late Charles & LindaBurch 20 Westchester Cir,

www.JerryHarrisAuction.Hibid.com
Antiques, Collectibles, Quality Furniture, Gold &

Silver Jewelry, Pottery, China & Glassware,
Paintings & Prints, Kitchenware, Housewares, Patio
Set, Gas Grill, Patio Umbrella Plus More!!!

*Bidding begins to close on April 13th at 6pm*
Preview Sat. April 10 from 9am-noon & Tues. April 13, 1-4pm

Pinehurst, NC

www.JerryHarrisAuction.Hibid.com

Auctioneer, Scott Harris NCAL#8420 Firm #8086

919-498-4077 or 919-742-3286

15%BP

AUCTION

Estate of the Late Lessie Mae Maness

Advertising Signs, Shop and Farm Equipment,
Antiques, HUGE Doll Collection, & Contents of Home

2011 Ronald Scott Rd. Bear Creek, NC
Previews/Inspection Times on Website

Register & Bid Online @ RogersAuction.com

Bidding Ends April 13th!

1015 Alston Bridge Road - Siler City, NC

(919) 545-0412

RogersAuction.com
NCFL7360

A ROGERS
N GO S
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Applications are available on
the Town’s website at https://
pittsboronc.gov - Mail applica-
tions and resumes to the Town
Clerk at P.0. Box 759, Pittsboro,
NC 27312 or email to cbull-
ock@pittshboronc.gov

M25,A1,8,15,22,5tc

CHATHAM MONUMENT COMPA-
NY has an immediate opening
for a monument installer. Work
involves digging monument
foundations, mixing cement
and installing monuments.
Work is generally Monday
through Friday, 8 to 4:30 p.m.
but some weekend work is
necessary. Please apply in per-
son to: Chatham Monument
Co., Inc., 227 N 2nd Avenue,
Siler City. A8,15,22,29,4tc

PAINTERS NEEDED, Sanford
area, with 3 years expe-
rience. Call 919-770-3330,
M18,25,A1,8,4tp

VEGETABLE PLANTS including
German Johnson Tomatoes
are ready at Vestals, 969 Poe
Road, Closed Saturday and
Sundays. Call 919-200-3755.
A1,8,15,22,4tc

PUBLIC NOTICE
Chatham County Schools’
federal projects under Every
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)
of 2015 are presently being
developed. Projects included:
Title I (Helping Disadvantaged
Children Meet High Standards)
Title Il
Title Il (Language Acquisition)
Title IV A Student Support and
Academic Enrichment
McKinney-Vento (Homeless
Education)
Migrant Education Program
Career and Technical Educa-
tion
High school students can
enroll, without cost, in college
credit classes through the
Career and College
Promise program. This
includes Career and Technical
Education pathways of study.
IDEA (Students with Disabil-
ities)
The Individuals with Disabili-
ties Education Act (IDEA-Part
B, Public Law 108.446) Project
is presently being amended.
The Project describes the
special education programs
that Chatham County Schools
proposes for Federal fund-
ing for the 2021-2022 School
Year. Interested persons are
encouraged to review amend-
ments to the Project and make
comments concerning the
implementation of special
education under this Federal
Program. All comments will be
considered prior to submission
of the amended Project to
the North Carolina Depart-
ment of Public Instruction in
Raleigh, North Carolina. The
IDEA-Part B Project is open
to the public for review and
comments during the week of
April 12-16, 2021 in the office
of Melvin Diggs, Executive
Director Exceptional Children
and Academically and Intel-
lectually Gifted located at
Horton Middle School, Central
Office-South, Pittsboro, N.C.
These projects describe the
programs that Chatham
County Schools proposes for
federal funding for the 2021-
2022 school year. Non-profit
private schools and interested
persons are encouraged to re-
view these federal guidelines
for the above listed projects
and indicate their interest in
participation of the projects if
qualified. These projects are
being developed during April
and May and are due to the
North Carolina Department
of Public Instruction on June
30, 2021. The initial Equitable
Services for Private Schools
meeting will be held on April
20, 2021, at 2:00 PM via virtual
platform. Interested parties
are encouraged to contact the
office of Carol Little, Executive
Director Federal Programs
and School Improvement, at
Chatham County Board of Edu-
cation, P.O. Box 128 / 369 West
Street, Pittshoro, N.C., prior to
April 20, 2021.
M11,M18,M25,A1,A8,A15,6tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21-E-141
All persons having claims
against CHARLOTTE BARE
ALLSUP, deceased, late of
Chatham County, North Car-
olina, are notified to exhibit
the same to the undersigned
on or before the 18th day of
June, 2021, or this notice will
be pleaded in bar of recovery.
Debtors of the decedent are
asked to make immediate
payment.
This the 18th day of March,
2021.
Thurman Allsup, Executor
1743 Dewitt Smith Rd
Pittsboro, NC 27312
M18,M25,A1,A8,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

HAVING QUALIFIED, as Admin-

istrator of the Estate of FRAN-

CES MARSH, late of Chatham

County, North Carolina, this is

to notify all persons, firms and

corporations having claims

against the estate of said

deceased to present them to

the undersigned on or before

June 23, 2021, or this notice

will be pleaded in bar of their

recovery.

This the 18th day of March,

2021.

Ronald P. Collins, Administra-

tor of

Frances Marsh Estate

117 West Raleigh Street

Siler City, North Carolina 27344

(919) 663-2533
M18,M25,A1,A8,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY

All persons having claims
against JUNE ANN FILER aka

JUNE A. FILER of Chatham
County, North Carolina,

who died on the 9th day of
November, 2020, are notified
to present them to Truist Bank
and James G. Filer, Co-Execu-
tors of the Estate of June Ann
Filer aka June A. Filer in c/o
Dean P. Broz, Attorney for the
Estate, at Higgins, Frankstone,
Graves & Morris, P. A., 1414
Raleigh Road, Suite 203, Ex-
change West at Meadowmont,
Chapel Hill, NC 27517-8834 on
or before July 1, 2021. Failure
to present a claim in timely
fashion will result in this
Notice being pleaded in bar of
recovery against the estate,
the Co-Executors, and the
devisees of June Ann Filer aka
June A. Filer. Those indebted
to June Ann Filer aka June A.
Filer are asked to make prompt
payment to the Estate.

Dean P. Broz

Higgins, Frankstone, Graves &
Morris, P.A.

1414 Raleigh Road, Suite 203
Exchange West at Meadow-

mont
Chapel Hill, NC 27517-8834
M25,A1,A8,A15,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, Suzanne L.
Rose, having qualified as Ex-
ecutor of the Estate of CABELL
JEFFREY SLAYDON, deceased,
late of Chatham County,
this is to notify all persons
having claims against said
estate to present them to the
undersigned on or before the
25th Day of June, 2021, or this
notice will be pleaded in bar
of their recovery. All persons
indebted to said estate will
please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.
This 25th day of March, 2021.
Suzanne L. Rose, Executor
¢/o0 Moody, Williams, Atwater
& Lee
PO Box 629
Siler City, NC 27344
W. Ben Atwater, Jr.
Moody, Williams, Atwater &
Lee
PO Box 629
Siler City, NC 27344
919-663-2850
benatwater@chathamlawfirm.
com

M25,A1,A8,A15,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, Judy K.
Branch and Janet C. Foxx, hav-
ing qualified as Co-Executors
of the Estate of BETTY L. FOXX,
deceased, late of Chatham
County, this is to notify all
persons having claims against
said estate to present them to
the undersigned on or before
the 25th Day of June, 2021,
or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sons indebted to said estate
will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.
This 25th Day of March, 2021.
Judy K. Branch, Co-Executor
3705 Brentwood Road
Raleigh, NC 27604
1-919-877-9754
Janet C. Foxx, Co-Executor
7108 W. Friendly Ave, Unit 310
Greenshoro, NC 27410
1-786-374-1296
Moody, Williams, Atwater &
Lee
PO Box 629
Siler City, NC 27344
919-663-2850
benatwater@chathamlawfirm.
com

M25,A1,A8,A15,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, Gladys W.
Mattice, having qualified as
Executrix of the Estate of
RAYMOND EARL MATTICE,
deceased, late of Chatham
County, this is to notify all
persons having claims against
said estate to present them to
the undersigned on or before
the 25th Day of June, 2021,
or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sons indebted to said estate
will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.
This 25th Day of March, 2021.
Gladys W. Mattice, Executrix
300 Doc Gaines Road
PO Box 138
Bear Creek, NC 27207
1-919-548-5331
W. Ben Atwater, Jr.
Moody, Williams, Atwater &
Lee
PO Box 629
Siler City, NC 27344
919-663-2850
benatwater@chathamlawfirm.
com

M25,A1,A8,A15,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

21-E-171

All persons having claims
against JOYCE POE, deceased,
late of Chatham County, North
Carolina, are notified to exhibit
the same to the undersigned
on or before the 25th day of
June, 2021, or this notice will
be pleaded in bar of recovery.
Debtors of the decedent are
asked to make immediate

payment.

This the 25th day of March,

2021.

Jeanette G. Teague, Executrix

412 West 8th Street

Siler City, NC 27344
M25,A1,A8,A15,4tp

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF
JUSTICE

NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
FILE NO. 08-CVD-456
COUNTY OF CHATHAM
Plaintiff, vs.

The HEIRS, ASSIGNS or DEVI-
SEES

of CHARLES GLENN HARRIS,
etal

Defendants

PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
TO: The HEIRS, ASSIGNS or
DEVISEES of CHARLES GLENN
HARRIS and spouse, if any,
or any other person or entity

claiming thereunder, The
HEIRS, ASSIGNS or DEVI-
SEES of LUCILLE H. EVANS
and spouse, if any, or any
other person or entity claiming
thereunder, and The HEIRS,
ASSIGNS or DEVISEES of DA-
VID L. ATWATER and spouse,
if any, or any other person or
entity claiming thereunder
A pleading seeking relief
against you has been filed in
the above-entitled action and
notice of service of process by
publication began on March
25, 2021.
The nature of the relief
being sought is as follows:
Foreclosure on tax parcel(s)
more completely described
in the Complaint, to collect
delinquent ad valorem taxes
(assessments). Plaintiff seeks
to extinguish any and all claim
or interest that you may have
in said property.
You are required to make
defense to such pleading not
later than forty (40) days after
the date of the first publication
of notice stated above, exclu-
sive of such date, being forty
(40) days after March 25, 2021,
or by May 4, 2021, and upon
your failure to do so, the party
seeking service of process by
publication will apply to the
Court for relief sought.
This the 17th day of March,
2021.
Zacchaeus Legal Services
Mark D. Bardill/Mark B. Bardill
Attorney for Plaintiff
NC Bar #12852/56782
310 W. Jones St.
P. 0. Box 25
Trenton, North Carolina 28585
Telephone: (252) 448-4541
M25,A1,A8,3tc

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF

JUSTICE

DISTRICT COURT DIVISION

FILE NO. 17-CVD-591

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

COUNTY OF CHATHAM

Plaintiff, vs

WILLIE D. ALSTON a/k/a WIL-

LIS D. ALSTON, et al

Defendants.

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF PRO-

CESS BY PUBLICATION

TO: JOSEPH L. RIGGSBEE and

spouse, if any, and any HEIRS,

ASSIGNS or DEVISEES of JO-

SEPH L. RIGGSBEE and spouse,

if any, or any other person or

entity claiming thereunder

A pleading seeking relief

against you has been filed in

the above-entitled action and

notice of service of process by

publication began on March

25, 2021.

The nature of the relief

being sought is as follows:

Foreclosure on tax parcel(s)

more completely described

in the Complaint, to collect

delinquent ad valorem taxes

(assessments). Plaintiff seeks

to extinguish any and all claim

or interest that you may have

in said property.

You are required to make

defense to such pleading not

later than forty (40) days after

the date of the first publication

of notice stated above, exclu-

sive of such date, being forty

(40) days after March 25, 2021,

or by May 4, 2021, and upon

your failure to do so, the party

seeking service of process by

publication will apply to the

Court for relief sought.

This the 17th day of March,

2021

Zacchaeus Legal Services

Mark D. Bardill/Mark B. Bardill

Attorney for Plaintiff

NC Bar #12852/56782

310 W. Jones St.

P. O. Box 25

Trenton, North Carolina 28585

Telephone: (252) 448-4541
M25,A1,A8,3tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA

CHaTHAM COUNTY

ALL PERSONS, firms and
corporations having claims
against JOSEPH ANTHONY
TARESCO, deceased, of Cha-
tham County, N.C., are notified
to exhibit the same to the
undersigned on or before June
25, 2021, or this notice will be
pleaded in bar of recovery.
Debtors of the decedent are
asked to make immediate
payment.

This 25th day of March, 2021.
Desiree Collins, Executrix

c/o Monroe, Wallace & Mor-
den, P.A.

3225 Blue Ridge Road, Suite
117

Raleigh, NC 27612
M25,A1,A8,A15,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM
THE UNDERSIGNED, having
qualified on the 10th day of
March, 2021, as Executor of
the ESTATE OF CHERYL ELAINE
JUNKMANN, Deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina,
does hereby notify all persons,
firms and corporations having
claims against said Estate to
exhibit them to the under-
signed on or before the 24th
day of June 2021, or this Notice
will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery. All persons indebted
to said Estate will please make
immediate payment to the
undersigned.
This, the 25th day of March
2021.

Brian Craig Junkmann,
Executor

Estate of Cheryl Elaine
Junkmann
c/o E. Jack Walker, Esquire
WALKER LAMBE, PLLC
PO BOX 51549
Durham, NC 27717-1549

M25,A1,A8,A15,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20-E-377

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

The undersigned, Joy McPher-
son, having qualified as
Administrator of the Estate of
JOHN RUSSELL

MCPHERSON, deceased, late
of Chatham County, this is

to notify all persons having
claims against

said estate to present them to
the undersigned on or before

the 25th day of June, 2021, or

this notice will

be plead in bar of their recov-

ery. All persons indebted to

said estate will please make

immediate

payment to the undersigned.

This the 25th day of March,

2021.

Joy McPherson, Administrator

C/0 Shanelle K. Edmonds

Attorney for the Estate

Hopper Cummings, PLLC

Post Office Box 1455

Pittshoro, NC 27312
M25,A1,A8,A15,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

20-E-587

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

The undersigned, Curtis Clark,

having qualified as Executor

of the Estate of DORIS ELLIS

CLARK,

deceased, late of Chatham

County, this is to notify all

persons having claims against

said estate to

present them to the under-

signed on or before the 25th

day of June, 2021, or this

notice will be plead in

bar of their recovery. All per-

sons indebted to said estate

will please make immediate

payment to the

undersigned.

This the 25th day of March,

2021.

Curtis Clark, Executor

C/0 Shanelle K. Edmonds

Attorney for the Estate

Hopper Cummings, PLLC

Post Office Box 1455

Pittsboro, NC 27312
M25,A1,A8,A15,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
21-E-137
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, Richard
Torbert and Arnold Torbert,
having qualified as Co-Execu-
tors of the Estate of REBA W.
TORBERT, deceased, late of
Chatham County, this is to no-
tify all persons having claims
against said estate to present
them to the undersigned on
or before the 25th day of June,
2021, or this notice will be
plead in bar of their recov-
ery. All persons indebted to
said estate will please make
immediate payment to the
undersigned.
This the 25th day of March,
2021.
Richard Torbert and Arnold
Torbert,
Co-Executors
C/0 Shanelle K. Edmonds
Attorney for the Estate
Hopper Cummings, PLLC
Post Office Box 1455
Pittsboro, NC 27312
M25,A1,A8,A15,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

21-E-154

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

The undersigned, Laurie

Feranec, having qualified

as Executor of the Estate of

RICHARD H. MARKS, deceased,

late of Chatham County, this

is to notify all persons having

claims against said estate to

present them to the under-

signed on or before the 25th

day of June, 2021, or this no-

tice will be plead in bar of their

recovery. All persons indebted

to said estate will please make

immediate payment to the

undersigned.

This the 25th day of March,

2021.

Laurie Feranec, Executor

C/0 Shanelle K. Edmonds

Attorney for the Estate

Hopper Cummings, PLLC

Post Office Box 1455

Pittsboro, NC 27312
M25,A1,A8,A15,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

21-E-153

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

The undersigned, Angela Fos-

ter, having qualified as Limited

Personal Representative of the

Estate of GENEVA MCTILLMAN

RODGERS, deceased, late of

Chatham County, this is to no-

tify all persons having claims

against said estate to present

them to the undersigned on

or before the 25th day of June,

2021, or this notice will be

plead in bar of their recov-

ery. All persons indebted to

said estate will please make

immediate payment to the

undersigned.

This the 25th day of March,

2021.

Angela Foster, Limited Person-

al Representative

C/0 Shanelle K. Edmonds

Attorney for the Estate

Hopper Cummings, PLLC

Post Office Box 1455

Pittsboro, NC 27312
M25,A1,A8,A15,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Executor
of the Estate of KATHERINE
LYNNE MOHRFELD, deceased
of Chatham County, North
Carolina, the undersigned
does hereby notify all persons,
firms and corporations having
claims against the estate of
said decedent to exhibit them
to the undersigned Executor,
in care of Wendy A. Craig,
P.A. Attorney-at-Law, 207 East
State Street, Black Mountain,
North Carolina 28711, on or
before June 25, 2021, or this
Notice will be pleaded in bar of
their recovery.
All persons, firms or corpo-
rations indebted to the said
estate will please make imme-
diate payment.
This the 25th day of March,
2021.
Katherine Hamilton Ross,
Executor of the Estate of
KATHERINE LYNNE MOHRFELD,
Deceased
c/o Wendy A. Craig, P.A.
207 East State Street
Black Mountain, North Caroli-
na 28711

M25,A1,A8,A15,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against
PAUL MILOWSKY, Deceased,
late of Chatham County, North
Carolina, are hereby notified to
exhibit them to Andrew S. Bull-
ard, Executor, on or before the
23rd day of June, 2021 or this
notice will be pleaded in bar
of their recovery. All persons,
firms and corporations indebt-
ed to the Estate are asked to
make immediate payment to
the above-named Executor.
This 23rd day of March, 2021.
Andrew S. Bullard, Executor
Smith Debnam

PO Box 176010

NC newspapers for only $375.

with the North Carolina Statewide Classified Ad Network. Call
this newspaper’s classified department at 919-663-3232 or

visit www.ncpress.com.

Bankruptcy Auction,
Commercial Property in
Wilmington, Professional
Office Building & Single

Tenant Retail Property,
Begins Closing 4/15 at
12pm, ironhorseauction.com,

800.997.2248, NCAL 3936

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG
CANCER? You may qualify
for a substantial cash award -
even with smoking history. NO
obligation! We've recovered
millions. Let us help!! Call
24/7, 844-641-0129

Denied Social Security
Disability? Appeal! If you're
50+, filed SSD and denied, our
attorneys can help! Win or Pay
Nothing! Strong, recent work
history needed. 877-553-0252
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC
Principal Office: 224 Adams
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage  for
[350+ ] procedures. Real
dental insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. [Don’t wait!] Call
now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! Call 1-844-496-8601
for details. www.dental50plus.
com/ncpress 6118-0219

CWS-  Owner  Operators
CDL Class A. | year driving
experience. Dedicated round
trips paid weekly paid per mile,
regular home time. Call 1-800-
832-7036 ext 1626.

BATH & SHOWER
UPDATES in as little as
ONE DAY! Affordable

prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available.
Call:833-987-0207

Guaranteed Life Insurance!
(Ages 50 to 80). No medical
exam. Affordable premiums
never increase. Benefits never
decrease. Policy will only be
cancelled for non-payment.
833-380-1218

High-Speed Internet. We
instantly compare  speed,
pricing, availability to find the
best service for your needs.
Starting at  $39.99/month!
Quickly compare offers from
top providers. Call 1-866-925-
1505

ARE YOU LOOKING for a job
or business opportunity? Roof
Coatings manufacture looking
for Sales team members and
Installers, in North & South
Carolina. Call LaVern Zook
740-656-0177.

FTCC. Fayetteville Technical
Community College is now
accepting applications for the
following positions: Science
Division Chair/Instructor.
Assessment/Retention
Support Coordinator.
Coordinator for Military
Business  Center.  Career
Coach (Grant Funded). For
detailed  information  and
to apply, please visit our
employment portal at: https://
faytechcc.peopleadmin.com/
Human Resources Office
Phone: (910) 678-7342
Internet: http://www.faytechcc.
edu. An Equal Opportunity
Employer

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING
PROGRAM!  Train ONLINE
to get the skills to become
a Computer & Help Desk
Professional now! Grants
and Scholarships available for
certain programs for qualified
applicants. Call CTI for
details!  Call 833-990-0354.
(M-F 8am-6pm ET)

DISH Network. $64.99 for
190 Channels! Blazing Fast
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where
available.) Switch & Get a
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE Streaming
on ALL Devices. Call today!
1-877-920-7405

OXYGEN - Anytime.
Anywhere. No tanks to refill.

Raleigh, NC 27619-6010
M25,A1,A8,A15,4tc

PUBLIC SALE

ACE SELF STORAGE (“LIENOR”)

105 WEST FIFTH STREET, SILER

CITY, NC, WILL HOLD THIS

PUBLIC SALE OF PERSONAL

PROPERTY AT ITS STORAGE

FACILITY ON FRIDAY, APRIL 30,

2021 AT 11:00 A.M. IN SILER

CITY, NC.

THE FOLLOWING PERSONS

AND PROPERTY ARE SUBJECT

TO SALE:

UNIT B-33-MAMIE ALSTON
1305 NEW HAVEN STREET
SILER CITY, N.C. 27344

UNIT B-35-SANDY ALSTON

Statewide Classified

YOUR AD can be promoted in multiple markets with one easy
and affordable ad placement. Your ad will be published in 114

You reach 1.7 million readers

No deliveries. The All-New
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8
pounds! FAA approved! FREE
info kit: 888-912-3728

Donate your car, truck or
van. Help veterans find jobs
or start a business. Call
Patriotic Hearts Foundation.
Fast, FREE pick-up. Max
tax-deduction. Operators are
standing by! Call 1-866-955-
1516

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of
a button sends help FAST!
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even
if you can’'t reach a phone!
FREE Brochure. CALL 844-
902-2362

Attention: Auto Injury Victims.
If you have suffered a serious
injury in an auto accident, call
us! Our attorneys have the
experience to get you the full
compensation you deserve!
Call Now: 844-545-8296

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted
by Authors Since 1920. Book

manuscript submissions
currently being  reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production,

Promotion and Distribution.
Call for Your Free Author's
Guide 1-888-575-3018 or visit
http://dorranceinfo.com/press

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR,
RUNNING OR NOT!! FAST
FREE PICKUP. Maximum tax
deduction.  Support  United
Breast Cancer Fdn programs.
Your car donation could save a
life. 888-641-9690

AT&T TV - The Best of Live
& On-Demand. Anytime,
anywhere. Some restrictions
apply. Call IVS 1-855-548-
9839

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help
stop Creditor Harassment,
Collection Calls, Repossession
and Legal Actions! Speak to a
Professional Attorney and Get
the Help You NEED! Call NOW
844-404-0601

GENERAC Standby
Generators provide backup
power during utility power
outages, so your home
and family stay safe and
comfortable. Prepare now.
Free 7-year extended warranty
($695 value!). Request a free
quote today! Call for additional
terms and conditions. 1-844-
938-0700

Become a published author!
Publications sold at all major
secular & specialty Christian
bookstores. CALL Christian
Faith Publishing for your
FREE author submission Kkit.
1-855-658-2057

DONATE YOUR CAR OR
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken
Care Of. CALL 1-855-869-
7055

Never Pay For Covered Home
Repairs Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COVERS
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 FREE
Months! 866-501-1596

Eliminate  gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
649-1190

Wesley  Financial ~ Group,
LLC Timeshare Cancellation
Experts. Over $50,000,000

in timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get free
informational package and
learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews.
Call 844-213-6711
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618 NORTH SECOND
AVE., APT. B
SILER CITY, N.C. 27344
UNIT B-3D-CECIL CHEEK
1305 NEWLAND
SILER CITY, NC. 27344
UNIT B-3E-TARA DOWNING
311 JOE BROWN ROAD
SILER CITY, N. C. 27344
UNIT B-29-AL MENDEZ
120 GREEN MEADOW
COURT
PITTSBORO, N.C. 27312
UNIT B-27- JOHN MCNERNY
2951 NORTH OCEAN
BLVD.
BOCA RATON, FL 33431
UNIT B-7A-DANIELLE RILEY
3379 WOODY STORE
ROAD
SILER CITY, N.C. 27344
UNIT B-23-ERICK UMANA
1525 DUET DRIVE
SILER CITY, N.C. 27344
UN IT B-6--GERALD GREENE
868 SILER CITY GLENDON
ROAD
SILER CITY N.C. 27344
M25,A1,A8,A15,A22,A29,6tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

21-E-148

All persons having claims

against LILLIE PORTER

BOULDIN, deceased, late

of Chatham County, North

Carolina, are notified to exhibit

the same to the undersigned

on or before the 25th day of

June, 2021, or this notice will

be pleaded in bar of recovery.

Debtors of the decedent are

asked to make immediate

payment.

This the 25th day of March,

2021.

Co-Executrix:

Glenda Bouldin Andrews

1841 Hillside Dairy Rd

Pittsboro, NC 27312

Co-Executrix:

Donna Bouldin Moore

1322 E. Meadows Rd

Eden, NC 27288
M25,A1,A8,A15,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

The undersigned, having qual-

ified as Executor of the Estate

of CAROL WHARTON PAGE, De-
ceased, late of Chatham Coun-
ty, North Carolina, does hereby
notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims
against the estate to exhibit
them to the undersigned at the
offices of Tillman, Whichard

& Cagle, PLLC, 501 Eastowne

Drive, Suite 130, Chapel Hill,

NC 27514, on or before the

25th day of June, 2021, or

this notice will be pleaded

in bar of their recovery. All

persons indebted to the estate

will please make immediate
payment.

This 25th day of March, 2021.
Philip Howard Page, Executor
Estate of Carol Wharton Page

Tillman, Whichard & Cagle,

PLLC

501 Eastowne Drive, Suite 130
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
M25,A1,A8,A15,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
HAVING QUALIFIED as Ad-
ministrator CTA of the Estate
of THEODORE CLAYBORN
GARRETT A/K/A THEODORE
C. GARRETT late of Chatham
County, North Carolina, this is
to notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims
against the estate of said de-
ceased to present them to the
undersigned on or before the
30th day of June, 2021, or this
notice will be pleaded in bar of
their recovery.
This the 23rd day of March,
2021.
Steven O’Daniel, Administra-
tor CTA of
The Estate of Theodore Clay-
born Garrett
a/k/a Theodore C. Garrett
Post Office Box 1806
Pittsboro, North Carolina
27312
MOODY, WILLIAMS, ATWATER
& LEE
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
BOX 1806
PITTSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA
27312
(919) 542-5605
A1,A8,A15,A22,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY

ALL PERSONS, firms and
corporations having claims
against MARY KATHRYN

CREASON aka KATHRYN
WILSON CREASON, deceased,
of Chatham County, NC, are
notified to exhibit the same to
the undersigned on or before
July 2, 2021 or this notice will
be pleaded in bar of recovery.
Debtors of the decedent are
asked to make immediate
payment.
This the 1st day of April, 2021.
John Paul Creason, Personal
Representative
in ¢/o0 Kellie Corbett, Attorney
at
Carolina Family Estate Plan-
ning
201 Commonwealth Court,
Suite 100
Cary, NC 27511
A1,A8,A15,A22,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

21-E-149

All persons having claims

against BESSIE MCCRAVEY

ANDREWS, deceased, late

of Chatham County, North

Carolina, are notified to exhibit

the same to the undersigned

on or before the 30th day of

June, 2021, or this notice will

be pleaded in bar of recovery.

Debtors of the decedent are

asked to make immediate

payment.

This the 25th day of March,

2021.

Co-Executors:

1. Tammy Dickerson

426 Abbott Dr

Sanford, NC 27330

2. Jason Mendenhall

0350 Tom Hudson

PO Box 1606

Pittsboro, NC 27312
A1,A8,A15,A22,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

21-E-59

All persons having claims

against JOSEPHINE MILDRED

HORTON COSBY, deceased,

late of Chatham County, North

Carolina, are notified to exhibit

the same to the undersigned

on or before the 30th day of

June, 2021, or this notice will

be pleaded in bar of recovery.

Debtors of the decedent are

asked to make immediate

payment.

This the 25th day of March,

2021.

Damon Pajaud, Administrator

11475 Mason St

Henderson, Co. 80640
A1,A8,A15,A22,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

21-E-203

All persons having claims

against MYRA TAYLOR DUNN,

deceased, late of Chatham

County, North Carolina, are

notified to exhibit the same to

the undersigned on or before

the 30th day of June, 2021, or

this notice will be pleaded in

bar of recovery. Debtors of the

decedent are asked to make

immediate payment.

This the 25th day of March,

2021.

Co-Executors

1. Denise D. Dunn

904 Bear Creek Church Rd

Bear Creek, NC 27207

2. Vance Drew Dunn

3607 Splitwood Rd

Toano, VA 23168

c/o Lewis R Fadely, PLLC

119 N Fir Ave

Siler City, NC 27344
A1,A8,A15,A22,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

21-E-128

All persons and corpora-

tions having claims against

PATRICK MICHAEL REDDING-

TON, deceased, of Chatham

County, North Carolina, are

notified to exhibit the same

on or before July 15, 2021 to

James F. Reddington, Executor

of this notice will be pled in

bar of recovery. Debtors of the

decedent are asked to make

immediate payment.

This 30th day of March 2021.

James F Reddington, Executor

856 Forest Ave.

Rye, NY 10580

c/o Krista Debby Reddington

113 N Hassel St

Hilllsborough, NC 27278
A1,A8,A15,A22,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY

21-E-135

All persons having claims

against MICHAEL RAYMOND

MANLEY, deceased, late

of Chatham County, North

Carolina, are notified to exhibit

the same to the undersigned

on or before the 2nd day of

July, 2021, or this notice will

be pleaded in bar of recovery.

Debtors of the decedent are

asked to make immediate

payment.

This the 26th day of March,

2021.

Michele Nadeau Kissel, Admin-

istrator

7138 NC Hwy 39 N

Kenley, NC 27542
A1,A8,A15,A22,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM
THE UNDERSIGNED, having
qualified on the 15th day of
March, 2021, as Executrix of
the ESTATE OF BETTY LOU
REES, Deceased, of Chatham
County, North Carolina, does
hereby notify all persons,
firms and corporations having
claims against said Estate to
exhibit them to the under-
signed on or before the 30th
day of June, 2021, or this
Notice will be pleaded in bar
of their recovery. All persons
indebted to said Estate will
please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.
This, the 1st day of April, 2021.
JENAE BETHERS, EXECUTRIX
ESTATE OF BETTY LOU REES
c/o0 Jennifer Dalman, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina 27717
A1,A8.A15,A22,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, Leslie
Jean DeSilva, having qual-
ified as Administrator of
the Estate of SANDRA KAY
MARSHALL, deceased, late
of Chatham County, this is
to notify all persons having
claims against said estate
to present them to the
undersigned on or before
the 2nd day of July, 2021, or
this notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery. All
persons indebted to said
estate will please make
immediate payment to the
undersigned.
This 1st day of April, 2021.
Leslie Jean DeSilva
c/o Moody, Williams, Atwa-
ter & Lee
122 South Chatham Avenue
Siler City, NC 27344
919-663-2850
W. Ben Atwater, Jr.
Moody, Williams, Atwater
& Lee
PO Box 629
Siler City, NC 27344
919-663-2850
A1,A8,A15,A22,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

21-E-194

All persons having claims

against RANDY TATE WHITE,

deceased, late of Chatham

County, North Carolina, are

notified to exhibit the same to

the undersigned on or before

the 2nd day of July, 2021, or

this notice will be pleaded in

bar of recovery. Debtors of the

decedent are asked to make

immediate payment.

This the 30th day of March,

2021.

Jodie W. Phillips, Executrix

516 Maple Springs Lane

Bear Creek, NC 27207
A1,A8,A15,A22,4tp

TOWN OF SILER CITY

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Board of Commissioners
will conduct a public hearing
on Apr. 19, 2021 at 6:30 pm in
the City Hall Courtroom locat-
ed at 311 N. 2nd Ave. Public
hearing and Board discussion
will be conducted on the
following requests:

Town of Siler City proposes
text amendments to the
following sections of the

UDO: §18 Definitions (building
height) & §172 Building Height
Limitation (B-1, R-6, A-R, R-20,
R-10, R-MH).

Weaver-Kirkland Housing,
LLC requests conditional
zoning approval. The applicant
requests that 4.52 acres be
zoned B-1-Conditional (B-1-C)
and develop 60 multifamily
residential apartments for

=

Get the 2020 NFL SUNDAY
season included at no extra cost.

feq o

SUNDAY

EVERY

Out-of-market games only.

ONLY ON DIRECTV

X

TICKET

#$19.95 ACTIVATION, EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/M0. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT, EQUIPMENT NON-RETURN & ADD'L FEES APPLY. Price incl. CHOICE All Included Pkg,, monthly service
and equip. fees for 1 HD DVR &is aft er $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill and $10/mo. bundle discounts for up to 12 mos each. Pay $74.99/mo. + taxes until discount starts w/in 3 blls. New approved
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the elderly (55+). The subject
property is located at the
southwest corner Village Lake
Rd. and Siler Business Dr. and
is identified as tax parcel #
80724.
Town of Siler City proposes the
following text amendments to
the Town Code of Ordinances:
Chapter 8 Buildings, Article VI
Minimum Nonresidential Code
(The minimum standards of
maintenance, sanitation, and
safety shall address only con-
ditions that are dangerous and
injurious to public health, safe-
ty, and welfare and identify
circumstances under which a
public necessity exists for the
repair, closing, or demolition
of such buildings or structures.
The provisions of this article
shall apply to all nonresiden-
tial buildings or structures
which are now in existence or
which may be built within the
Town’s Corporate Limits.)
The proposed items are avail-
able for review by contacting
the Planning and Community
Development Director at
jmeadows @silercity.org or
919-742-2323. All persons
interested in the outcome of
the application are invited to
attend the public hearing and
present comments, testimony,
and exhibits on the above
referenced items. The Plan-
ning Board will meet on Apr.
12 @ 6:30 pm to consider a
recommendation to the Board
of Commissioners. If you are
interested in attending the
meetings via Zoom, then con-
tact jbridges@silercity.org for
the Planning Board meeting
and jjohnson@silercity.org for
the Board of Commissioner
meeting.
The Town of Siler City as an
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er, invites the submission
of proposals from minority
and women-owned firms and
certified Section 3 business
concerns if the contract is over
$100,000 for non-construction
contracts. The Town of Siler
City will make appropriate
arrangements to ensure that
disabled persons are provided
other accommodations, such
arrangements may include,
but are not limited to, provid-
ing interpreters for the deaf,
providing taped cassettes
of materials for the blind,
or assuring a barrier-free
location for the proceedings.
This information is available in
Spanish or any other language
upon request. Please contact
Nancy Hannah at 919-726-8625,
311 North Second Avenue,
Siler City, North Carolina
27344, or nhannah@silercity.
org for accommodations for
this request. Esta informacion
estd disponible en espariol o
en cualquier otro idioma bajo
peticion. Por favor, péngase en
contacto con Nancy Hannah al
nhannah@silercity.org 0 919-
726-8625 0 en 311 North Sec-
ond Avenue, Siler City, North
Carolina 27344 de alojamiento
para esta solicitud.

A8,A15,2tc

NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTE
TRUSTEE’S

FORECLOSURE SALE OF REAL
PROPERTY

20-SP-85

UNDER AND BY VIRTUE of the
power and authority contained
in that certain Deed of Trust
executed and delivered by
James Edward Smart, Il and
Audrey Faye Smart dated

May 30, 1997 and recorded on
June 2, 1997, in Book 721 at
Page 736, in the Office of the
Register of Deeds of Chatham
County, North Carolina; and
because of default in the
payment of the indebtedness
secured thereby and, pursuant
to demand of the holder of the
Note secured by said Deed of
Trust, the undersigned God-
dard & Peterson, PLLC (Sub-
stitute Trustee) will offer for
sale at the courthouse door in
the City of Pittshoro, Chatham
County, North Carolina, or the
customary location designated
for foreclosure sales, on Tues-
day, April 20, 2021 at 10:30 AM
and will sell to the highest bid-
der for cash the following real
estate situated in the County
of Chatham, North Carolina
and being more particularly
described in the above refer-
enced Deed of Trust, together
with all improvements located
thereon:

Address of Property: 340 Lane
Mill Road, Bennett, NC 27208
Tax Parcel ID: 0073091
Present Record Owner: Au-
drey Faye Smart and James
Edward Smart, Il

Trustee may, in the Trustee’s
sole discretion, delay the sale
for up to one hour as provid-
ed in N.C.G.S. §45-21.23. Said
property is sold subject to
applicable Federal and State
laws. A deposit of five percent
(5%) of the amount of the

bid or seven hundred fifty
Dollars ($750.00), whichever is
greater, is required and must
be tendered in the form of
certified funds at the time of
the sale. Should the property
be purchased by a third party,
that party must pay the excise
tax, any Land Transfer Tax,

as well as the court costs of
Forty-Five Cents ($0.45) per
One Hundred Dollars ($100.00)
required by N.C.G.S. §7A-308(a)
(1). The real property de-
scribed above is being offered
for sale “AS IS, WHERE 1S” and
will be sold subject to all su-
perior liens, unpaid taxes, and
special assessments. Neither
the Substitute Trustee nor the
holder of the Note secured

by the Deed of Trust being
foreclosed, nor the officers, di-
rectors, attorneys, employees,
agents or authorized represen-
tatives of either the Substitute
Trustee or the holder of the
Note make any representation

or warranty relating to the title
or any physical, environmen-
tal, health or safety conditions
existing in, on, at or relating to
the property being offered for
sale, and any and all responsi-
bilities or liabilities arising out
of or in any way relating to any
such condition expressly are
disclaimed. The sale will be
held open for ten (10) days for
upset bids as required by law.
If the Trustee or Substitute
Trustee is unable to convey
title to this property for any
reason, the sole remedy of the
purchaser is the return of the
deposit. Reasons of such in-
ability to convey title include,
but are not limited to, the filing
of a bankruptcy petition prior
to the sale and reinstatement
of the loan without knowledge
of the Substitute Trustee(s).
If the validity of the sale is
challenged by any party, the
Substitute Trustee(s), in its/
their sole discretion, if it/they
believe(s) the challenge to
have merit, may declare the
sale to be void and return the
deposit. The purchaser will
have no further remedy.
Additional Notice where the
Real Property is Residential
with less than 15 Rental Units:
An order for possession of
the property may be issued
pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 45-21.29
in favor of the purchaser and
against the party or parties
in possession by the Clerk of
Superior Court of the County
in which the property is sold.
Any person who occupies the
property pursuant to a rental
agreement entered into or
renewed on or/after October 1,
2007, may, after receiving the
notice of sale, terminate the
rental agreement by providing
written notice of termination
to the landlord, to be effective
on a date stated in the Notice
that is at least ten (10) days,
but no more than ninety (90)
days, after the sale date con-
tained in the Notice of Sale,
provided that the mortgagor
has not cured the default at
the time the tenant provides
the Notice of Termination.
Upon termination of a rental
agreement, the tenant is liable
for rent due under the rental
agreement prorated to the
effective date of such termina-
tion. This is a communication
from a debt collector. The pur-
pose of this Communication
is to collect a debt and any
information obtained will be
used for that purpose, except
as stated below in the instance
of bankruptcy protection. If
you are under the protection of
the bankruptcy court or have
been discharged as a result of
a bankruptcy proceeding, this
notice is given to you pursuant
to statutory requirement and
for informational purposes and
is not intended as an attempt
to collect a debt or as an act to
collect, assess, or recover all
or any portion of the debt from
you personally.
FN# 3016.32420 58790
A8,A15,2tc

SILER CITY SELF STORAGE
(“LIENOR”)
P.0. BOX 143, Siler City, North
Carolina, will hold this public
sale of personal property at
its storage facility on Tuesday,
April 20,2021 at 10:00 a.m. in
Siler City, NC. The sale will
start at 1407 E 11th St. (Hwy 64
behind Sir Pizza,) then to our
location at 500 West 2nd Street
(behind Maxway), then at 1112
S. Chatham Ave.
The following persons and
property at 1407 E 11th St.,
Siler City, NC, are subject to
this lien sale:
Shenika Alston, Unit 1041
327 Duncan Farm Rd
Siler City, NC 27344
Unit 1096, Lori Cockman
1421 W Front St
Burlington, NC 27215
Units 1152 & 1136
Pamela Deshazo
83 Locksley Lane
Burlington, NC 27217
Unit 1034, Lucien Evans
Maynard
295 Webb Creek Rd
Fairview, NC 28730
Unit 1048, Cristina Miller
1108 Pony Farm Rd
Siler City, NC 27344
Unit 1074, Jermaine Motley
1082 Avanti Dr
Asheboro, NC 27205
The following persons and
property at 500 W. 2nd Street,
Siler City, N.C. are subject to
this lien sale:
Unit 175, Eric Bair
106 Red Sunset PI
Carrboro, NC 27510
Unit 143, Osvaldo Espinoza
501 W 7th St
Siler City, NC 27344
Unit 199, Robert Willett
224 N East St
Raleigh, NC 27601
The following persons and
property at 1112 S. Chatham
Ave., Siler City, NC, are subject
to this lien sale:
Unit 268, Tawanna Cheek
210 Nelson St
Siler City, NC 27344
Unit 244, Pattie Cromer
6853 NC Hwy 49N
Liberty, NC 27298
Unit 231, Shirley Innes
517 Maryland Ave, Apt 345
Erie, Pa 16505
Units 308, RV5,RV6
Kimberly Jeffries
8233 Pittsboro-Goldston Rd
Bear Creek, NC 27207
Unit 334, Sarah N Jones
1155 S Stewart Ave
Springfield, MO 65804
Unit 126, Angelo Sanchez
147 Shady Lawn Rd
Robbins, NC 27345
Unit 330, Carl Spencer
PO Box 140
Bear Creek, NC 27207

A8,1tc

REQUEST FOR BIDS
CHATHAM COUNTY COUNCIL

ON AGING is accepting bids for
In-Home Aide Services for fis-
cal year beginning July 1, 2021.
Interested agencies may see
details at www.chathamcoa.
org. Closing bid date is April
26,2021 at 5 pm.

A8,1tc

CHATHAM COUNTY
Re-Bid - Request for Bids (RFB)
Solid Waste & Recycling
Collection Center Improve-
ments
The Chatham County Solid
Waste & Recycling Division is
requesting bids from quali-
fied, licensed contractors to
perform site improvements
at four (4) collection centers.
The work will include install-
ing concrete pads, asphalt
pavement resurfacing and
repair, and miscellaneous site
work. All trade permits shall
be obtained by the Contractor
if needed.
The complete RFB document
and details are located on the
Chatham County Current Bids
and Proposals webpage at:
http://www.chathamnc.org/
government/current-bid-pro-
posal-opportunities.
The County is holding a public
bid opening Thursday, April
22,2021 at 2:00 PM EST at the
Chatham County Agriculture
and Conference Center, 1192
US HWY 64 Business West,
Pittsboro, NC 27312.
Vendors must submit one hard
copy with all attachments,
including signatory pages,
which must be received by the
deadline above. If not deliver-
ing to the bid open location,
the hard copies must be sent
to one of the following delivery
addresses: Postal Address:
Kevin Lindley, Chatham County
Solid Waste and Recycling,
P. 0. Box 1550, Pittshoro, NC
27312 (all postal delivery) -
Street Address: Kevin Lindley,
Chatham County Solid Waste
and Recycling, 28 County Ser-
vices Rd, Pittshoro, NC 27312
(land delivery only).
All inquiries relating to this
request must be in writing
and submitted by e-mail to
Kim Johnson at purchas-
ing@chathamcountync.gov.
Late submittals will not be
accepted under any circum-
stance and will not be opened
or reviewed. All inquiries
must be made no later than
12:00 PM on Thursday, April
15, 2021 to purchasing@
chathamcountync.gov or by
fax to (919)-542-1096. No RFB
inquiries by telephone please.
All addenda will be posted
by 5:00pm on Friday, April 16,
2021 and available at https://
www.chathamcountync.gov/
business/current-bid-propos-
al-opportunities.
Chatham County is an Equal
Opportunity Employer and
does not discriminate on the
basis of sex, marital status,
race, color, creed, national ori-
gin, sexual orientation, gender
identity, age or disability.
A8,1tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

21-E-213

All persons having claims

against CHARLIE BALDWIN, JR.

, deceased, late of Chatham

County, North Carolina, are

notified to exhibit the same to

the undersigned on or before

the 8th day of July, 2021, or

this notice will be pleaded in

bar of recovery. Debtors of the

decedent are asked to make

immediate payment.

This the 5th day of April, 2021.

Sharon B. Nettles, Co-Executrix

342 Meronies Ch Rd

Bear Creek, NC 27207

Loretta Nettles, Co-Executrix

1220 Gees Grove Ch Rd

Siler City, NC 27344
A8,A15,A22,A29,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA

CHATHAM COUNTY

The undersigned, having qual-

ified as Executor of the Estate

of HARRY HUBERT MELVILLE,

Deceased, late of Chatham

County, North Carolina, does

hereby notify all persons, firms

and

corporations having claims

against the estate to exhibit

them to the undersigned at the

offices of Tillman, Whichard

& Cagle, PLLC, 501 Eastowne

Drive, Suite 130, Chapel Hill,

NC

27514, on or before the 8th day

of July, 2021, or this notice will

be pleaded in bar of their

recovery. All persons indebted

to the estate will please make

immediate payment.

This 8th day of April, 2021.

Robert Lansing Melville,

Executor

Estate of Harry Hubert Melville

Tillman, Whichard & Cagle,

PLLC

501 Eastowne Drive, Suite 130

Chapel Hill, NC 27514
A8,A15,A22,A29,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
ALL PERSONS, firms and
corporations having claims
against M. THERESA CLANCY,
deceased, of Chatham County,
N.C., are notified to exhibit the
same to the undersigned on
or before July 8, 2021, or this
notice will be pleaded in bar
of recovery. Debtors of the
decedent are asked to make
immediate payment.
This 8th day of April, 2021.
Peter J. Clancy, Executor
c/o Timothy A. Nordgren,
Sands Anderson PC
1005 Slater Rd., Ste 200
Durham, NC 27703
A8,A15,A22,A29,4tp
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YOUR
JOHN DEERE

STORE

IS NOW OPEN
IN PITTSBORO.

MOLINE, ILL.
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John Deere equipment, service and parts are now right in
your backyard with Quality Equipment’s new Pittsboro
location. You'll find riding mowers, compact tractors,
compact construction equipment and large ag tractors
and implements. Stop in today and let Quality people
show you how we get things Done Right!

Visit QualityEquip.com
1243 Thompson Street @) GUALITY

Pittsboro, NC EQUIPMENT
919-533-5599 JOHN DEERE



